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Payette Lake, Idaho — the kind of view that makes every mile worth it.

Chapter

Introduction

Congratulations. Whether you just drove home in a shiny new travel
trailer or scored a well-loved motorhome with a few thousand miles of
stories already baked into it, you've done something significant. You
haven't just made a purchase — you've bought a key to a whole different

way of experiencing the world.

Picture waking up to the smell of pine on the edge of the Sawtooth

Mountains, coffee in hand, not a checkout time in sight. Picture your kids
catching their first fish at Lucky Peak while you relax in a camp chair that
cost less than a single night at a hotel. That's what this is about. The open

road. The freedom to go when you want and stay as long as you like.

But here's something every new RV owner finds out sooner or later: a rig
isn't quite like any other vehicle or home you've owned before. It's both of
those things at once, which means it has both sets of problems — and

then a few unique ones of its own. It faces the sun, the wind, the rain,
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road debris, tree sap, bug guts, and Idaho winters, all while sitting still

for months at a time between adventures.

Neglect tends to show up fast on an RV. We've all seen them at the
campground — the sad, chalky rig with peeling graphics and a roof that's
quietly leaking into the sidewalls. The owner bought it with dreams of
adventure and somewhere along the way just... didn't know what to do

next. That's not going to be you.

This guide is your starting point. It's written to be read — not just
skimmed. We'll walk through what your RV is actually made of, what
Boise's specific climate does to those materials, how to wash and protect
it properly, when to handle things yourself, and when to pick up the

phone and call a professional.

Whether you're a first-time owner or returning to RV life after years away,
the single most valuable thing you can do right now is understand what you

have. The rest follows naturally.

By the end of this guide, you'll understand your RV the way a good
mechanic understands an engine — not just the surface level, but the why
behind every decision. That knowledge will save you money, extend the
life of your rig, and make sure that when you do pull into a campsite,
you're thinking about the adventure ahead — not the repairs waiting at

home.

Let's get into it.
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Know Your RV's SKkin

Before you pick up a sponge or a
bottle of soap, there's something you
need to know: not every surface on
your RV is the same. Not even close.
What cleans one material safely
might permanently damage another.
It's one of the most common — and
most costly — mistakes new owners
make, and it's entirely avoidable with

a little knowledge upfront.

Think of it like caring for different
fabrics. You wouldn't throw a silk
blouse in with your work jeans on a
hot cycle. Same principle. Your RV
might have fiberglass gelcoat on the
sidewalls, rubber on the roof,
aluminum trim pieces, vinyl
graphics, and plastic vent covers —
all within a few feet of each other, all

needing different treatment.
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You can’t care for your RV properly without knowing its
materials. Wrong products cause oxidation, fading, or damage.

FIBERGLASS GELCOAT

(Trailers, 5ths, Motorhomes)

Durable, glossy layer.

Lightweight & polishable.

Oxidizes from UV.

* Regular washing & sealants
act as sunscreen.

FULL-BODY PAINT
(Premium) =

Primer, color, clear coat. Deeper |

gloss. Better fade resistance.

* Treat like fine automotive
| paint: soft tools only.

ALUMINUM PANELS
7|  (Older or Lightweight)
"4 Strong, corrosion-resistant,

| often ribbed. Dirt clings easily.
* Avoid abrasives that scratch
painted coatings.

(Personality)
Add personality. Fade, crack,
and peel first.

* Gentle washing & UV protectants
extend life. Don’t scrub edges.

—

PLASTIC TRIM & C()MP()NENTSW ‘
(Vents, Lights, Ladders) ‘

Turn gray and brittle without
protection.

¢ Use trim-safe products
to keep flexible.

= ROOF 1 |
L Q/ (EPDM, TPO, or Fiberglass) ‘
=t / Critical and often overlooked.
2 ~ »  needs specific cleaners.

f ¢ All require sealant checks
‘ﬁi’ to prevent leaks.

9 4
F=E :-'-?.‘\ “ i " EAGLESTAR )
Knowing your “skin” prevents costly mistakes. Household
cleaners or stiff brushes ruin finishes. Match products
to materials to actively protect your investment.
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Fiberglass Gelcoat

Most travel trailers, fifth wheels, and motorhomes have fiberglass bodies
with a gelcoat finish on the outside. Gelcoat is the shiny outer layer that
gives your RV that showroom look when it's new. It's tough, relatively
forgiving, and polishes up beautifully — but it has one serious enemy: the

sun.

UV rays break down gelcoat over time in a process called oxidation. The
gelcoat slowly loses its oils, becomes porous, and starts to look chalky and
dull. On a brand-new rig parked in full sun in Boise, this can start
showing within two years if you're not applying protective sealants
regularly. The good news is that oxidation is treatable — up to a point.
Catch it early, and a good wax keeps it at bay. Let it go too long, and

machine polishing is the only solution.

Full-Body Paint
Higher-end RVs sometimes skip the gelcoat entirely in favor of full-body

painted fiberglass — the same concept you'd find on a luxury automobile.
The gloss is deeper, the color options richer, and the surface is actually
easier to polish than gelcoat. The tradeoff is that it's more susceptible to
scratching from abrasive tools or harsh chemical soaps. Treat it like a

classic car: soft mitts, gentle pH-neutral soap, nothing resembling a scrub
brush.

Aluminum Panels

Lightweight travel trailers and vintage rigs often use aluminum siding.
It's strong, corrosion-resistant, and has that classic look that fans of

older rigs
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love. Aluminum needs a gentle hand — abrasive brushes will scratch it,
and certain chemicals cause pitting and staining that's very difficult to
reverse. If your rig has aluminum sides, make sure everything that

touches it is soft, and check the label on any cleaner before you spray.

Vinyl Graphics

Those bold stripes and swirling designs on the sides of your RV are vinyl
graphics, and they're more delicate than they look. They age in the sun,
the edges can lift and curl over time, and the wrong cleaner will cause
them to fade prematurely. UV-protective products applied regularly act

as sunscreen for your RV's wardrobe.

Plastic Trim and Components
Vent covers, running board trim, corner caps, window frames — these

plastic components are often overlooked but go downhill

=S,

f FIELD NOTES: RESTORING & PROTECTING YOUR RV TRIM

| STEP-BY-STEP RV TRIM RENEWAL GUIDE (Landscape Edltlon)

CLEAN: PREP THESURFACE  RENEW: RESTORE THE PROTECT: SHIELD FROM  COMPLETE & SEALED
= DARKNESS THE ELEMENTS ]

BOISE o P
s /@ﬁ

fﬂ/f K ”? UV &BUG
BOISE WEATHER RESISTANCE
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SATURATE

FADED PGHENT S

NANO-TECHNOLOGY
ENRICHMENT

. (Ceramic Referencing search
and search)

&

CERAMIC SEALINT
& CRACKING

CERAMIC SEALANT RULE?
. (Referencing <IMAGE 3>)

PREVENT FADING 4000
&CRACKING =

REMOVE FAILED
/ COATINGS & OXIDATION
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The Roof — The Fifth Wall
We'll dedicate a full chapter to the roof because it deserves it, but know

this now: the roof is the most structurally critical surface on your entire
RV, and it's the one people look at least. Roofs come in three main types
— EPDM rubber, TPO rubber, and fiberglass — and each one has its own

cleaning requirements and inspection rhythm.

_ SECTIONAL VIEW OF A 5th-WHEEL TRAILER
T it e L ) (EPOM/TPG Membrane Lo st i
’ \__ @ ‘ ¥ 14

AL 18. PLUMBING LINES
(PEX Water System)

Dt

1. EXTERIOR GELSHEILD :
(High-Gloss White Gelcoat) s 16. REAR MASTER

BEDROOM & ENSUITE

2, glélél_.r-lg?l[éY PAINT (Over-Cab Elevation)
(Optional Clear Coat) |
i /- 4 owoen
(Trimmed Edge Protection) ‘ (High-Gloss/Ceramic Coated)
3. VINYL DECALS & — |

GRAPHICS
(Trimmed Edge Protection) ]‘
12. BUMPER & HITCH

RECEIVER

«— 5. FRAME
(Powder-Coated Steel)

[ 9. PIN BOX & COUPLER

(Optional Accessory Carrier) S (Heavy Duty 5th-Wheel Hitch)
13. EXTERIOR STORAGE 11. SLIDE-OUT ROOM 10. TIRES & AXLES 8. STABILIZING JACKS
(Pass-Through Bay) (Weather-Sealed Tracks) (E-Z Lube; TPMS Sensors) (Electric/Hydraulic)

T vessuss |
Crecied by EAGLE STAN DETAIL inc

Not sure exactly what surfaces your rig has? Eagle Star Detail's free exterior
inspection identifies every material and its current condition — before any
work is done.
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Chapter 2

The Boise Challenge

There's a reason we wrote this
guide specifically for RV owners
in the Treasure Valley. Boise is a
wonderful place to own an RV —
close to mountains, high desert,
rivers, and some of the best
camping in the American West.
But the environment here is
uniquely tough on exterior
finishes, and if you don't know
what you're up against, your rig

will age faster than it should.

No doom and gloom intended.
We offer useful knowledge to help
you better understand what the
local environment does to your
RV. Protecting against it is

straightforward.

The High-Desert Sun
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Artistic Expression of Downtown
Boise with the State Capital
Building flanked by the Boise River.

Boise sits at about 2,700 feet elevation, which means the UV index here

is meaningfully higher than at sea level. UV radiation is the number one

enemy of every surface on your RV. It oxidizes gelcoat, fades graphics,

dries out rubber seals, and turns plastic brittle. The Treasure Valley sun

in July is not messing around.
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A local RV owner once told us about the brand-new travel trailer he
parked in his driveway when he bought it — glossy white, vivid graphics,
the whole package. Two summers later he called us because the front cap
had gone completely dull and chalky. He thought it was defective. It
wasn't. It was pure, preventable sun damage. A proper protective sealant

applied twice a year would have kept it looking new.

Pine Tree Sap

If you're camping in the foothills or Boise National Forest — and why
wouldn't you be — you're going to park near pine trees. Pine sap is one of
the most adhesive, hardening substances your RV will encounter. Fresh
sap wipes off easily with the right solvent. Sap that's been baking on a
black roof in 95-degree heat for a week is a different project entirely. One

that you will be better dealing with it promptly to minimize damage

BOISE ENVIRONMENTAL EXPOSURE DIAGRAM
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Cottonwood Season

Every spring in the Treasure Valley, cottonwood trees release their seeds
in a white, fluffy blizzard that locals know well. Those seeds aren't just
annoying — when they settle on your damp RV overnight and get caught
in the morning dew, they leave a sticky, filmy residue that can be
surprisingly hard to remove if left to dry. A quick weekly rinse during
cottonwood season (roughly late May through mid-June) keeps this from

becoming a problem.

Bug Acids

A road trip through the high desert at highway speed turns your front cap
into a bug graveyard. This would be merely unpleasant if it weren't for the
fact that insect remains are slightly acidic, and that acid can chemically
etch into your RV's finish if left to bake in the sun. The damage is
permanent. Bug splatter should be cleaned within 48 hours of your

return.

Hard Water and Winter

Boise's water supply is on the harder end of the scale, which means it
carries a significant mineral load. When water evaporates on your RV's
surface, it leaves those minerals behind as white, chalky spots. The fix:

dry your RV immediately after washing with a clean microfiber towel.
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Storage season brings its own risks — freeze-thaw cycles stress sealants,

snow weight stresses the roof, and months of damp cold create ideal

conditions for mold and mildew inside. A thorough cleaning before storage,

combined with a fresh layer of protective sealant, means a much happier rig

when spring arrives.

THE BOTTOM LINE

Being aware of
these hazards puts
you miles ahead of

the average RV

owner. Most
serious damage
isn't dramatic —
it's slow, quiet, and
entirely
preventable.

Eagle Star Detail - Boise, Idaho -
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Chapter 3

Building Your Care Arsenal

Here's something that surprises most new RV owners: the tools matter
almost as much as the technique. Use the wrong brush on a gelcoat finish
and you'll leave behind a network of fine circular scratches — swirl marks
— that are invisible in flat light and painfully obvious in direct sun.
Removing them requires machine polishing, which costs real money. The

right tools, used correctly, prevent all of that.

You don't need to buy everything at once. Start with the essentials and

build your kit over time.

= e -
%Y
f Building Your Care Arsen:%%
A CURATED COLLECTION FOR RV PRESERVATION

" SOFT MATERIALS ONLY
(Referencing <IMAGE 3>)

> BOISE-SPECIFIC ./
-\ THREAT REMOVAL [ /!

AR [
hl\ = 2 &
—— 1
o = e 2

MICROFIBER KING MITTS
Only the softest touch

FOAM CANNON |
Lift grit, minimize swirls <<

&

PRO GRADE CERAMIC L‘M-_rg_
Long-term invisible shield \\el.. |

| | SPECIALTY BRUSHES
&TOOLS

=== Match products to materials

| :&) “KEEPIN’ YOUR JOURNEY CLEAN. Removing @
% &l these threats BEFORE they cause permanent damage. g
ﬁ} i

SAVE & PROTECT, MILE BY MILE.”
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The Washing Setup

The most important piece of equipment you'll buy is a telescoping
extension pole — something in the 18 to 20-foot range — fitted with a soft
microfiber washing head or a soft-bristle RV brush. This lets you reach the
roof and upper sidewalls without climbing on the rig or using a pressure
washer at close range, both of which carry real risk.

= The TWO-BUCKET METHOD

et for Scratch-Free Washing

BUCKET 1: THE SOAP BUCKET BUCKET 2: THE RINSE BUCKET
(Clean Wash Water) (Dirty Rinse Water)

2. Rinse mitt
thoroughly. Trap dirt
% below the guard.

CLEAN+WATER
GRIT GUARD

1. Load mitt with
clean foam.

RV SOAP
+ WATER MIX

swiping
dettle..
"

GRIT.GUARD

C GRIT GUARD GRIT/GUARD D
THE CYCLE: WASH A SECTION » RINSE MITT (BUCKET 2) » RE-LOAD WITH SOAP (BUCKET 1)

KEY BENEFIT: Keep abrasive grit and dirt separate from your clean wash water.
Protects your RV's finish from swirl marks and scratches.

Equally important is the two-bucket system: one bucket for your soapy
wash water, one for rinsing your mitt. Each bucket gets a grit guard at the
bottom — a plastic grate that traps dirt and debris below the waterline so
you're not picking it back up and dragging it across your paint. It sounds
like a small thing. It makes a real difference.
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Microfiber wash mitts are your contact point with the surface. Use them
once, rinse them thoroughly, and replace them when they start to feel
rough. A worn-out mitt is a scratch waiting to happen.

FIELD NOTES: RV PRESERVATION TECHNIQUES%@

MICROFIBER

BOISE, IDAHO
KING MITTS Z

\« A good wash is like hlttlng the reset button,' remov1ng "\—»
-/, : \these threats before they can cause permanent damage.”

A
EAGLE STAR
— DETAIL—

What Not to Do

The three most common washing mistakes are using household dish soap
(it strips protective coatings designed to cut grease), using stiff brushes
(they leave permanent micro-scratches in gelcoat), and dropping your
wash mitt then continuing to use it without rinsing (a dropped mitt picks
up grit from the ground that will scratch the surface on contact).

FIELD NOTES: IMPROPER WASH TECHNIQUES & SURFACE SWIRLING <

BAD HABIT #1: HOUSEHOLD DETERGENTS ~ BAD HABIT #2 TIFF BRUSHES & ABRASION BAD HABIT #3: THE SWIRL TRAP

Standard andard - DE decal PERMANENT
kitchen sponge =Y == pealing A | SCRATCHES
—— = - I = IN CLEAR COAT

PERMANENT
i A SCRATCHES IN
AL~ ot decat” e\ CLEA‘RJCOAT
STAN KITCHEN ~ Pealing p ¥
SPONGE ACIDS ETCHING GELCOAT ' N dropped il = -
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The Product List

For soap, use a pH-neutral RV wash specifically formulated for the job.
Beyond your basic wash soap, keep these specialty products on hand: a bug
and tar remover for post-trip cleanup, a water spot remover for mineral
deposits, a wheel and tire cleaner paired with a non-greasy tire dressing, a
roof-safe cleaner for roof cleaning days, and for the interior, a gentle
multi-surface spray and an upholstery cleaner.

Drying Right

How you dry your RV matters as much as how you wash it. Large, plush
microfiber drying towels absorb water without dragging across the surface.
For seams, roof vents, and anywhere water likes to hide, an electric leaf

blower is surprisingly effective — it gets water out of crevices before it has
a chance to leave a mineral trail.

e
_&ERO-LEVEL Ré’gASH SYSTEM [ 7

BOISE, IDAHD

WHERE TO BEGIN

COOL TO THE TOUCH PRE-RINSE &
Wash in early morning FOAM CANNON
. Flash d : 7
it Lifts grime. Let Starter priority:
Do not let dryi

telescoping pole,
microfiber mitts, two

_ _ buckets with grit guards,
T7 . () e = e > pH-neutral soap, bug

LFRONT remover, and a good set

) TOP-DOWN : ;
L)Z STRATEGY of drying towels. That kit
S NOLE DU gL will serve your RV for

Finish with grime!

T e

_ TWO-BUCKET METHOD
N Prevents swirl marks.
; Use clean soap only!

— MICROFIBER

=] KING

=4 Use clean,

soft mitts. If @’1
dropped, wash it! i

years.

DRYING TIPS

Use drying aid for hard
water. No air drying!
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Chapter 4

The Roof — Your Most Important
Surface

Out in the Boise National Forest — where the roof takes on everything the sky has to offer.

If there is one piece of advice in this entire guide that you remember, let it
be this: pay attention to your roof. The roof is the most consequential
surface on your RV, and it's the one that gets the least attention because
it's out of sight.

Here's what happens when a roof is ignored. Sealant around a roof vent or
antenna mount cracks — just a small crack, nothing dramatic. Water finds
that crack during a rain shower and begins to wick into the roof substrate.
Over weeks and months, that moisture spreads through the structure. By
the time you notice a soft spot in the floor or a water stain on the ceiling,
you're looking at a significant repair bill. Sometimes a structural repair
that costs more than the RV is worth.

None of that happens if you inspect and maintain the roof a few times a
year. It is that simple.
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Know Your Roof Type

EPDM rubber is the most common roof material on travel trailers and
motorhomes. It has a matte white appearance and a slightly soft, rubbery
texture. Over time it can develop a chalky surface oxidation — this is
normal and not damaging in itself, but it signals that the material needs
attention. EPDM requires a roof-specific cleaner; petroleum-based
products will degrade the rubber.

TPO rubber has a glossier white appearance and is more UV-resistant than
EPDM, making it easier to maintain. Standard pH-balanced roof cleaners
work well. It's become increasingly common on newer units.

Fiberglass roofs are hard to the touch, durable, and can be polished and
treated much like the sidewalls. They tend to show up on higher-end
coaches and some Class A motorhomes.

The Roof Routine

FIELD NOTES: THE 3-STEP ROOF ROUTINE & INSPECTION -

Step 2: CLEAN (Wash & R1ns )

Step 1: PREP (Debrls Removal) Step 3: INSPECT (_S_ealant Check)

|

/{

) i Don’t just wash— CHECK every vent, @
4] | |uiw ROOF- SAFE
” | == CLEANER

skylight, A/C. For cracked/missing sealant!
*FINAL CHECK AFTER CLEAN & DRY IS CRITICAL!*

& Remove loose debrls A%
/1= BEFORE things get wet.

1 RINSE N
7/ THOROUGHLY

Cleaning the roof doesn't need to be complicated, but it does need to be
regular. Start by removing loose debris — a soft broom or a leaf blower
works well before anything gets wet. Then apply your roof-safe cleaner and
work it in with a soft brush on your extension pole. Rinse thoroughly and
let it dry. Then comes the most important part: the inspection.
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What to Look For

While the roof is clean and you can see it clearly, walk every inch — or use
your extension pole from a ladder. You're looking for sealant at every point
where something penetrates or attaches to the roof: vents, skylights, the
air conditioner, antennas, ladder brackets, the seams at the front and rear

caps.

You're looking for cracks, gaps, shrinkage, or places where sealant has
pulled away from the surface. If you find any, that is a priority repair. Use
a compatible sealant and address it before your next trip. If you're not
comfortable making that call, bring in a professional — this is not a repair

to defer.

FIELD NOTES: THE 3-STEP ROOF ROUTINE & CARE

Step 1: PREP

EAN |

== abroom or leaf blower.
e 2

é
Z (& Remove loose debris with

Step 3: INSPECT |,

A'A

Use a roof-safe pH-balanced <
cleaner and a soft brush.  jm®>~

While clean, check every vent,

cracked or missing sealant.

A few minutes on the roof three or four times a year prevents the most
expensive repair in the RV world. It's the highest-return maintenance you can

do.

Eagle Star Detail -
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Chapter 5

Life on the Inside

Where home follows you — the interior deserves the same care as the exterior.

People spend most of their effort on the outside of an RV, which makes
sense — that's what takes the weather. But the interior deserves its own
attention, and in some ways it's more demanding than a stick-built home
because everything is compressed into a small space that takes a lot of use

in a short amount of time.

A few simple routines keep the interior feeling clean, fresh, and

structurally sound for years.

Seating and Upholstery
If your RV has fabric seating, get in the habit of vacuuming the crevices

weekly during camping season. Crumbs and debris that work their way

into seams create odors and attract pests. For spills, blot immediately —
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never scrub — with an upholstery-safe cleaner. The sooner you address a

stain, the better the outcome.

Leather and vinyl seating is more forgiving but has its own requirement in
Idaho's climate: conditioning. Boise's dry air will suck the moisture out of
leather over a storage season, leading to cracking that's expensive to repair.
A dedicated leather or vinyl conditioner applied before you store the rig in

fall keeps the material supple.

FIELD NOTES: THE BAREFOOT RV EXPERIENCE &

‘ q@ = ROAD __

N\ )S====>"RESIDUE

3 KICK OFF YOUR SHOES & STAY AWHILE. ENJOY THE JOURNEY INSIDE \
&S LEAVE IDAHO’S PATHWAY OUTSIDE, NIMONIIDE. (No SHOES PAST THIS POINT)

Flooring

Whatever your floor surface — carpet, vinyl, laminate, or tile — the single
most effective thing you can do is implement a no-shoes policy inside the
rig. The amount of grit, gravel, and debris that shoe soles carry into a small
space is remarkable, and fine abrasive particles are what scratch and dull

flooring over time.

For vinyl and laminate, damp mopping is the move — emphasis on damp,
not wet. Excess water that seeps into seams or around the edges of flooring
panels finds its way to the subfloor, and a wet subfloor is a rotting

subfloor. It's slow, invisible damage until it isn't.
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Moisture — The Hidden Enemy

Moisture is to an RV interior what termites are to a house: quiet, persistent,
and capable of enormous structural damage by the time you notice them.
Every time you cook, shower, or even just breathe in a sealed space, you're
adding humidity to the air.

Make it a habit to run your ventilation fans during and after cooking and
showering. Squeegee the shower walls after each use to cut down on
mildew. And when you put the rig away for winter, place a dehumidifier or
moisture-absorbing packs inside to keep the relative humidity down

through the storage season.

FIELD NOTES: RV MOISTURE PREVENTION GUID_E_?%%

MOISTURE IS TO AN RV INTERIOR WHAT...

TERMITES
TO A HOUSE

S AT || BV e =

.. THE DAMAGE CAN BE ENORMOUS BEFORE YOU NOTICE THEM.
| ol i
(1) PREVENTIVE HABITS @ 2)CUT DOWN ON MILDEW |
== b =) SQUEEGEE WALLS AFTER
ez O T /|| |

— EACH SHOWER USE
L5 WHILE RUNFANS: | | e ® o p® . Bl
€ L& 2 COOKING | WHILE SHOWERING ——~a™ | "o <. I

Y CLEANER &
./  HEALTHIER
*) ENVIRONMENT |

(3) WINTER STORAGE PREP . £

KEEP RELATVE =)
e E&Iw&%% b) HUMIDITY DOWN /=
WINTER | =

,'\' e
OR MOISTURE-ABSORBING KEEP RELATIVE *
PACKS INSIDE 5

.o HUMIDITY DOWN
" PRESENTED BY EAGLE STAR DETAIL - BOISE, IDAHO

D
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A Year in the Life

One of the things that separates RV owners who stay ahead of their
maintenance from those who don't is rhythm. Not just knowing what to do,

but having a seasonal pattern that makes doing it feel natural rather than

like an emergency.

Idaho's four seasons give you a natural framework. Each one comes with
its own demands and its own to-do list. Follow the rhythm and your rig

stays reliable year after year.

FIELD NOTES: SEASONAL RV MAINTENANCE & CARE (BOISE EDITION) %

Spring (Wake -Up): Full wash Summer (Travel): Wash every Fall (Sturage Prep) Final Winter (Storage): Useabreathable
sealant inspection, and system tests.  4-6 weeks; prompt bug removal protectlun layer (wax or sealant) cover; remove heavy snow loads
FOAMING CANNON ~, ,l from the front cap. b and tire covers. - promptly.

= - = {2 B A

; g TR W - =
AN, CERAMICJ:} e W :
YA SEALANT - m"’ffaéﬁr R —

' “KEEPIN’ YOUR JOURNEY cLEAN Removing these threats BEFORE they cause permanent damage. SEASON BY SEASON, MILE BY MILE.” ety

. = MULTIMETER
| *— MALTIMETER

Spring — The Wake-Up

When the snow is gone and you're itching to get out on the road, resist the
urge to just hook up and go. The first trip of the season deserves a proper
wake-up ritual. Pull off the cover if you used one, and do a full exterior

wash to clear away any winter grime, bird droppings, and whatever the

wind deposited over the past few months.

Then get on the roof. Winter's freeze-thaw cycles stress sealants, and this
is your chance to find any damage before it causes a leak on your first trip

out. Check all your systems — water, electrical, propane — and
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test every component. Check tire pressure and inspect the sidewalls for
cracks or flat spots from sitting. Finish with a fresh coat of protective wax

or sealant on the exterior.

Summer — Travel Season

During travel season, the goal is maintenance, not restoration. A full wash
every four to six weeks keeps contaminants from building up to the point
where they become a problem. More urgently, make a habit of cleaning
bug splatter from your front cap within 48 hours of returning from any
highway trip. It takes five minutes. Leaving it for a week in the summer

heat is where the etching damage happens.

Keep an eye on the awning. Rinse it after dusty trips and make sure it's
fully dry before retracting — a rolled-up wet awning grows mildew fast.
Check your exterior lights periodically, and do a weekly interior refresh to

keep things from getting out of hand.

Fall — Preparing for the Long Rest

The fall deep clean is the most important maintenance event of the year.
Before you put the rig away, everything needs to be clean. Contaminants
that sit on the exterior through a cold Idaho winter bond more stubbornly

to the surface and become much harder to remove in spring.

Empty and clean the refrigerator completely. Clear cabinets of any food
that could attract rodents or grow mold. Apply a final protective layer of
wax or sealant on the exterior and fit tire covers to prevent UV cracking

through the winter.
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Winter — The Long Watch

If you're storing outdoors, a quality breathable cover protects against UV
and keeps off the worst of the weather. If snow accumulates, remove it
promptly — the weight stresses the roof structure and the freeze-thaw cycle
under a snow load accelerates sealant degradation. Inside, run a
dehumidifier or place moisture-absorbing packs throughout the living

area.

A quick walk-around once a month through winter — even just five
minutes — lets you catch anything developing before it becomes serious.
Pests in particular can do surprising damage in a short period of time if

they find their way in.

THE ULTIMATE
RV CARE GUIDE:

MOUNTAIN EXPEDITION CHECKLIST
P 1. POST-DRIVEBUG 4+*
o REMOVAL
/ ® (Clean front cap acid @
before etching)
__ 2.bust =3
DECONTAMINATION

(Prevent mud-streaking)

3. TREE SAP REMOVAL
(Check for fresh pine sap
and remove immediately)

4. HARD WATER SPOT
PREVENTION =
)| (Dry windows and panels
= after rain/spray)

5. ROOF & SEALANT
INTEGRITY

(Confirm all seals are
intact after travel)

6. WHEEL & TIRE
0L INSPECTION @
XN (Check for cuts, wear, UES
and proper pressure)

A Resource Provided By: EAGLE STAR DETAIL Boise, |daho EAGLE STAR

DETAIL
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When to Call the Professionals

We want you to be as capable as possible when it comes to caring for your
own RV. A well-informed owner who handles routine maintenance
themselves saves real money and builds a genuine connection with their
rig. DIY care is great, and everything in this guide so far is designed to help

you do it well.

But there are situations where attempting a DIY fix makes things worse,
not better. Knowing the difference is just as important as knowing the

techniques.

Advanced Oxidation

When gelcoat oxidation has progressed to the point where the surface is
chalky, hazy, and unresponsive to hand-applied compounds, machine
polishing is the only solution. This involves high-speed orbital polishers
with specific cutting and finishing pads operating at precise speeds for
each stage of the process. Doing this wrong with the wrong pad at the
wrong speed can cut through the gelcoat entirely.

THE OXIDATION PROGRESSION:

HOW THE IDAHO SUN DAMAGES YOUR RVaTHE VALUE OF GELSHEILD'S RESTORATION

Loss OXIDIZED _ 4 PROFESSIONAL ' GELSHIELD
DEEP o FaNT  OF SHINE { CHALky ~ CHALK o u e PROTECTION
CLOSS O CLOUDINESS RESIDUE l z
— LW it o e

©

VALUE OF
RESTORATION

N . INSTANTLY

= & — © RESTORES
—1@ b, — ’/- g :ulntn
2 l = MAXIMIZES
m ® RESALE
N : VALUE
EASIER
| 2 =) | ® cLeANIiNG
S = < o WARRANTY
FAINT | CHALKY SHOWROOM RIGTURED
GLOSS SMOOTH = FULLUV | CLOUDINESS .. INTALUY | RESIDUE acHLY SEVERE UV closs o &E’%}rlg
R e CEEROTECTION orsuine  ATTACK SURFACE E RESTORATION Y
STAGE 1: STAGE 2: DULLING STAGE 3: CHALKY GELSHIELD RESTORATION:
NEW & GLOSSY (UV Damage Begins) (Ad: d Oxidation) POLISH & COAT
Factory-Fresh Gelcoat: Sun and air molecules Dead gelcoat is highly Machine Polishing removes
Impervious, hydrophobic, degrade the top layer. permeable. Dirt, grime, and damage. GelShield forms a
and protected. Protection is lost. water deeply penetrate. permanent molecular bond.

STOP OXIDATION. PROTECT YOUR INVESTMENT WITH GELSHEILD.
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Swirl Marks

Those circular scratches visible in direct sunlight — usually caused by
improper washing technique or the wrong tools — require professional
correction. A dual-action polisher with the correct pad removes them
without introducing new damage. Hand polishing doesn't generate enough

consistent pressure to do the job.

FIELD NOTES: IMPROPER WASH TECHNIQUES & SURFACE SWIRLING <+

BAD HABIT #1: HOUSEHOLD DETERGENTS  BAD HABIT #2: STIFF BRUSHES & ABRASION

Standard andard DE decal 2 \i\ PERMANENT
kitchen sponge >\ pealing 7 i \ SCRATCHES
— 2\ IN CLI

PERMANENT
SCRATCHES IN
CLEAR COAT

S8 7 S
GELCOAT N dropped e = -

N

STAN KITCHEN  pealing
SPONGE

Bonded Contaminants

Tar from road repairs, industrial fallout, and deeply baked tree sap often
can't be removed by standard cleaners. Professional clay bar
decontamination — systematically working a lubricated clay bar across the
surface — pulls these bonded particles out of the finish without damaging it.

It's a necessary first step before any polishing or coating application.

Roof Sealant Failure

Identifying which sealant failed and choosing the right compatible product
to repair it requires specific knowledge. Apply the wrong caulk to an EPDM
roof and you can cause the rubber to degrade around the repair site. When

in doubt on sealant work, bring in someone who does this regularly.
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HOW CERAMIC COATING PROTECTS YOUR VEHICLE

1. WHAT IT IS: A MOLECULAR BARRIER

CROSS-LINKED

1| MOLECULAR BARRIER

BIRD
DROPPINGS

ACID RAIN BUG JUICE

AUTOMOTIVE
PAINT/GELCOAT

CERAMIC FORMULA
PAINT SURFACE

CERAMIC FORMULA
CHEMICAL BOND

SUPER-HYDROPHOBIC LAYER
DIRT & MUD SLIDE AWAY

RESISTS CHEMICALS & ETCHING

7 & EASIER MAINTENANCE

PREVENTS DAMAGE

2. HOW IT PROTECTS: DEFENSE IN ACTION

SUPERIOR UV SHIELD HYDROPHOBIC BARRIER AGAINST ENHANCED GLOSS
NANO-SPHERES o P uv SELF-CLEANING CONTAMINANTS & RESALE
aultt ¥ Gy
BDAHO SUN .@ .@ @

| WARRANTY |

SHOWROOM SHINE
LONG-TERM PROTECTION

3. WHY PREP & PRO INSTALLATION MATTERS
STEP 1: FLAWLESS PREP

STEP 2: PROFESSIONAL APPLICATION

DECONTAMINATION CERAMIC REQUIRES
PERFECTION
COATING ENCAPSULATES OPTIMAL
DEFECTS BONDING &
PERFORMANCE

IDATION, WATER
MEET  SPOTS
NEED TO REMOVE

FAINT OXI
SCRATCH &

UNMATCHED PROTECTION. LASTING BEAUTY.

DON'T CHANCE IT WITH STORE SPRAYS. TRUST'
EAGLE STAR DETAIL FOR CERTIFIED, FLAWLESS RESULTS.

DIIRT & MUD

CONTAMINANTS CERTIFIED

PRECISE
EXPERTISE APPLICATION ENVIRONMENT

STEP 2: PROFESSIONAL APPLICATION

CONTROLLED

PERFECTLY SMOOTH
FOUNDATION

MACHINE POLISHING

Ceramic Coatings

A ceramic coating applied over an improperly prepped surface will
permanently seal in every defect, swirl mark, and water spot underneath it.
The prep work — clay decontamination, machine polishing, IPA
wipe-down — has to happen first, in a clean, climate-controlled

environment. This is not a driveway job.

Eagle Star Detail handles all of the above — gelcoat restoration, swirl
correction, clay decontamination, roof inspection and treatment, and
certified ceramic coating installation. Call 208-918-0773 to schedule a
conversation.
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Chapter 8

The Ultimate Armor

Professional Ceramic Coatings

AN INTRODUCTION TO
SYSTEM X CERAMIC COATINGS

BOISE’S PREMIER PROTECTION FOR RVs

PROFESSIONAL
APPLICATOR LINE

X .
3 \ —

" 4
W ;

SYSTEM X"
CERAMIC PROTECTION

[/ == PROFESSIONAL
: S APPLICATOR LINE
. £ MOLECULAR X AR .
SN e / LEVEL BOND 2
) e
ORIGINAL

‘\“‘ GELCOAT / /

‘h—’/" ///

DEEPER GLOSS,
SUPERIOR
HYDROPHOBICITY.

o

e T [t

" UW&BUG =
ACID RESISTANCE /|

:
y Tt

=/ SIMPLIFIED
MAINTENANCE

EAGLE STAR DETAIL - AUTHORIZED INSTALLER

ID ROVER

Eagle Star Detail's full suite of professional RV
protection services.

If you're serious about protecting
your RV for the long term, a
professional ceramic coating
deserves a serious look. This isn't
marketing language — it's a
genuinely different category of
protection than wax or sealant, and
understanding how it works helps

clarify why.

Traditional waxes sit on top of your
RV's They

reasonably  well, but

surface. protect
they're
temporary — UV exposure, washing,
and weathering break them down.
You reapply them every few months
and start over. A ceramic coating (a
professional-grade  product like
System X, which Eagle Star Detail is
certified to install) works differently.
It bonds chemically with your RV's
surface at a molecular level, creating

a layer of
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protection that doesn't wash away.

It becomes part of the surface.

What a Ceramic Coating
Does

The UV protection a ceramic
coating provides is significant for
Boise's high-altitude sun — that's
the primary cause of gelcoat
oxidation and fading graphics, and
the coating provides a meaningful

shield against it. The hydrophobic

remarkable to experience: water
sheets off immediately and takes
most surface contaminants with it.
Washing a ceramic-coated RV
takes a fraction of the time and

effort.

The gloss is different, too. A properly

applied ceramic coating on a
well-prepped surface produces a
depth and clarity that wax can't
replicate, and it stays that way for

years rather than months.

properties are

.._-2»

FIELD NOTES PROFESSIONAL RV CERAMIC COATING INSTALLATION *‘E‘kj

APPLYING __ LQUID LEVELING & BUFFING DEEPER GLOSS, A
NANO-TECH %\ 6LASS (CERAMIC) PERIOR '~ =g
SACRIFICIAL ~ | : HYDROPHOBICITY B -
A\ LIQUID
. 7y GLASS

EAGLE STAR DETAIL —

i

P 2 - BOISE, IDAHQ -
, "LIQUID  MICROFIBER ' 0 \g\@ 90-DAY S 90-0AY SEALANT R 7
i &) GLASS KINGMITTS (= /% /;m SEALANT. }“E\ 0 TOCERAMIC

“KEEPIN' YOUR JUURNEY SHINING Advanced Protection AFTER a professional detail. YEAR AFTER YEAR, MILE BY MILE.” ..., |

What It Requires
A ceramic coating done right requires that the surface underneath it is

perfect. Any oxidation, swirl marks, water spots, or bonded contaminants
present during installation will be sealed permanently into the finish. This

is why the prep work matters so much: clay decontamination, machine
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polishing to remove all defects, and a thorough IPA wipe-down to remove

any oils or residue before application.

It also requires a climate-controlled environment. Temperature, humidity,
and airborne dust all affect the curing process. Eagle Star Detail is certified
in System X ceramic coating installation, and every installation comes with

manufacturer warranty protection.

= '/ AVAILABLE ONLY AT BOISE, IDAHO

ESTAR DETAIL

THE NEXT EVOLUTION
IN ULTIMATE  2ustem

RV,PROTECTION Max [+

T —
BOISE, IDAHo 3 Loating
E ﬁ ﬁ ™% SystemX Max G+ Coating

“ MAX G+ DURABILITY 46 SELF-CLEANING »~ ULTIMATE
* FOR RVs @ TECHNOLOGY vo- UV & GLOSS

~</ MAX G+ PREMIUM COATINGS FOR:
RVs, FLEETS, MOTORHOMES

Visit us at Call Today:
EAGLE STAR £ AGLESTARDETAIL.COM/BOISE fills 208-918-677%

A ceramic coating on a well-maintained RV is the closest thing to set-it-and-
forget-it protection that exists. For a rig facing Idaho's UV, cottonwood, pine
sap, and hard water, it's a genuinely worthwhile investment.
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Your Maintenance Checklists

Everything we've covered in this guide comes down to habits. The
checklists below are designed to be printed and kept in your rig —
something you can run through quickly before a trip or once a month to

stay ahead of anything developing.

These are not meant to be exhaustive mechanical inspections. They're the
maintenance-focused checks that keep your exterior, roof, and interior in

good condition between professional services.

Monthly Checklist

Takes about 20 minutes — do it on the first weekend of each month

— Quick exterior rinse and bug splatter removal from front cap

— Tire pressure check on all tires and spare

— Interior moisture and mildew scan — especially under sinks and in storage
bays

— Awning operation check and fabric inspection

— Visual inspection of visible exterior sealant for cracks or gaps

— UV protectant applied to plastic trim pieces

Pre-Trip Checklist

Run through this the evening before you leave

— Inspect roof sealants around all penetrations (vents, A/C, antennas)
— Test all exterior lights — running, brake, and turn signals

— Torque lug nuts and inspect spare tire condition

— Verify slide-out seals are clean and operating properly

— Secure all interior cabinets, drawers, and loose items

— Check all water connections and verify drain valves are closed
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Fall Storage Checklist

The most important maintenance event of the year

— Complete exterior wash — remove all sap, bugs, and oxidation
— Roof inspection and sealant repair where needed

— Final wax or sealant protection layer on all exterior surfaces
— Install tire covers

— Empty and clean refrigerator completely

— Clear all food from cabinets

— Place dehumidifier or moisture absorbers inside

— Winterize water system per manufacturer specifications

" || I0AHD
- SUN VALLEY
1 ‘ KETCHUM
| | (Idaho)

ANNUAL PROFESSIONAL SERVICE

Annual professional service — gelcoat inspection and polish, clay

decontamination, roof treatment, and ceramic coating inspection — keeps
your rig in showroom condition year after year. Call Eagle Star Detail at

208-918-0773.
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A Note from the Eagle Star Detail Team

We wrote this guide because we meet new RV owners every week who love
their rigs and simply don't know where to start. The knowledge gap between
buying an RV and knowing how to care for one properly is real, and it costs

people money — sometimes a lot of it — in avoidable repairs.

Our work at Eagle Star Detail is built on a simple belief: a well-informed
owner is a better client, and a better client gets better results. When you
know what your surfaces need, when you understand what the Idaho climate
does to your finish, and when you have a seasonal rhythm in place, the

professional services we provide work better and last longer.

We'd love the opportunity to take a look at your rig. Whether it's fresh off
the lot or has a few seasons of stories on it, our free exterior health
inspection gives you an honest baseline — what's in good shape, what needs
attention, and what to watch going forward. No pressure. No obligation. Just

a straight assessment from people who do this every day.

FIELD NOTES: EAGLE STAR DETAIL SPECIAL OFFER FOR NEW RV OWNERS 4&'

TAKE 10% OFF
YOUR NEXT DETAILING
OR WASH SERVICE |/

Z "‘\\ RV (all types, including standard Class A), :
ISCOUNT A \Fl FTH W|§ELS = - N

2 ¢ 3 EACLESTAR DETAL |
rFERvALD . L LR S 9008V SEAL AN RuULEn
THROUGH A\ Y | SAVE 10% WITH QUR

E ~ NEW OWNER SpE)
== DE( 31, 2026. TRAILERS AL

W@ “KEEPIN’ YOUR JOURNEY CLEAN. Removmg these threats BEFORE they cause permanent damage. SAVE & PRUTECT MILE BY MILE.”.
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FREE EXTERIOR HEALTH INSPECTION

Roof - Sealants - Oxidation - Graphics — No obligation

208-918-0773

eaglestardetail.com

EAGLE STAR

— DETAIL —

* Boise River Corridor
%/Z* & Greenbelt parks

» McCall/Cascade (Payette Lake)

* Owyhee Canyonlands &
Bruneau Sand Dunes

= Select RV parks

» State recreation
areas (verify hours)

SCENIC DESTINATIONS %

Lucky Peak  Lake Cascade
Reservmr

Local RV dealerships © Propane suppliers for
refills and repairs

Pe National Sawtooth

/((Qx\\\ L Forest Mountains Lake Cascade

Creditad by EAGLE STAR DETAIL Inc

Eagle Star Detail - Boise, Idaho
Certified System X Ceramic Coating Installers - Gelcoat Restoration Specialists
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