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Jim Palmer tried the very first jury trial in the five-county Philadelphia metropolitan area since COVID.  The matter was tried in Chester County and ultimately Jim secured a victory for the defense.  Liability was undisputed in the case.  Immediately after the accident, the Plaintiff called out of work from her position as Administrative Assistant and had not worked since the accident four years prior.  She followed up with her primary physician, had x-rays and MRIs, and followed up with a course of care of physical therapy.  Ultimately, when the Plaintiff was allegedly not improving, she underwent injections and sought treatment with a neurologist.  At trial, the Plaintiff testified that she continued to suffer from pain from the accident on a daily basis.  Plaintiff’s expert opined that all of Plaintiff’s complaints were related to the accident at issue and were permanent in nature.  Further, the Plaintiff’s expert found that the injuries alleged had rendered Plaintiff totally disabled from any gainful employment.  Despite Plaintiff’s claims, Jim was able to undermine the credibility of Plaintiff and the opinion of her medical experts.  He argued that her objective diagnostic findings were degenerative in nature and that she was not forthcoming with her treating physicians regarding her prior conditions. The first post-COVID jury returned a verdict that the Plaintiff’s injuries were not related to the accident, finding in favor of the Defendant.  
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William Murphy also tried his first jury matter since the start of the COVID-19 pandemic in Bucks County.  In this case, liability was undisputed, and the Plaintiff was alleging injuries to her back, neck, and right hand/wrist.  Plaintiff’s expert diagnosed Plaintiff with a double crush injury to the wrist as a result of the accident.  Plaintiff was also diagnosed with protrusions and annular tears of the cervical and lumbar spine as well as cervical radiculopathy.  Plaintiff argued that she suffered serious and permanent injuries to her right wrist.  Plaintiff, who was a nail technician by trade, also was an avid life-time piano player.  She argued that the injuries from the accident had a devastating effect on her activities of daily living and that she still suffered from daily pain over four years after the accident.  William successfully impeached the Plaintiff with evidence that she, in fact, had pre-existing problems with her right wrist/hand which she did not disclose to her treatment providers for the accident at issue.  The Plaintiff also failed to disclose to her providers that she also suffered from severe back and neck pain before the accident.  After deliberating for only 25 minutes, the Jury returned a Defense verdict in the case, finding that the Plaintiff was not injured in the accident.
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