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A Ta|c} Fictitious Or Otherwise,
lluminates Truth”

Jalaleddin Rumi




A museum of antiquitifzs in the Middle East...
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You'll be missed. I've known
you now, Martin, for what-
—fifteen years? You've been
wc:r'cing on one dig after an-

other. Just what kind of a
Franciscan are you EXECtiH?




You've been ta"cingta my
su ars i alwags
quote Jo hn Bemardone: Its

nﬁl";goodfora manto&ut




John Bernadone?

You dor’t call him
St. Francis?

L R
Eir'%f

Cadl




To tell you
the trut , 'm
not much
into the saint §Y
business MR
these cla_qsi

You must be very
Popu|ar with your
Order.. What is
their reaction?




dl’vc l:iccn alﬁnundhso
amn long, they shru

their shildic%s r:anf:rg
look the other way.



You're a
controversial Fe"crw,
Martin...like your
current exhibition.

Which is almost
read 2 |:>H the way.
A mjé\( at the most
and you can open : :
thc%nor& to tii]?: w
ublic. You should '
Eave no trouble fin-

iﬁhing Et...gou can

even take credit.
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Oh., 1 will, 1 will. IL . B
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i'm gorry father.

i didn't +hink slere

Aanyone lere.
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it $ beatify Father..
Bol ig i o sprak
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0, MO, Fatler, i didn't mean iy
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-vlla-ni-i- k'l"‘lﬂ:hl-.t {-"Qﬂ‘-'i'iar. i |j*'f"&'-|5h5.'




i Lmderrand. omEoTiu-]
.ﬂ.a-i-n-.;._m it Tea Y i8S
JPST a shopping (st
f“ﬂL'ﬂ'&L':‘.[' briten by a
seribe gor hig magier.
i-i-‘-.,s bhard T0 make a kgl—.nfs-
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at vhe borrom..d0 o see

Fhose (itr e markst
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than ome 'J.ﬂ‘_-ft it hit ma. they Gare
made 'r\;f & AL].(_J‘ rtﬁhrﬁ fhe
Geribe' s it e om or Jayghier,
FTInG 70 £opy him...do o see




i JJ-»GQLJ be (RAYin§ nou, f-n-i-]-ﬂ.'!"“.

thanl you.
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be mome 0 Yo iking..
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Diaz.
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jeacher, jeacher! o
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Present Time, Six Months Into The Occupation...
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MGSHH uniw:rsitq ;-;tucfc nts.

-

Yes, Sir, this is the final week of - SmsE
; the term. s o 2

L.."-lﬁt year thc.' LlﬂW-.‘:ﬁlt& was
closed... There's been some
Progress

N k\\m W P LR
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- WED) rinnas mmm



We still have roblcrns in the
northern nei hborhoods...but its
been mosf? qunet For the, |ast
three months.

hhhhhhhh



| 'Fu.-‘:l Snt back from the [ -~ s e 3 ‘
p . : Gl =
- '-Tihtﬂrﬂ 20Nes. htE]I 4 ]c]t (]F - = - = - & - '—". - - o ow Ve = » =% ;—_
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. - W}\crc r:hd Hyou go to z S A .. —=

Sir, a small Higln School
in
What L'hccr, lowa...

school, L’.nr'pm-:ﬂ:‘ = jﬁ




cu Yes Sir, What
| Cheer, ...and
after that, a
few years at

Drake in Des
Moines. Then
l clropped out
and enlisted in
the corPs...

It

e




WI—:H did you clrop out?

Well...I didrt actua"g
drop out, Sir. It was




Just as well. 1wanted a
little adventure.

And did you find

your adventu re,
Cc-rporaf?




- : o o
e i =:;.‘;,-', 1' Friemd, i gee SOy
— "‘ o that edBe.lieg
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More than |
bargainccl for,
Sir.




That's a|ways the case...
We're both small town 13055.
I’m from Nevada City,
California, in the Foothills...
my Parcnts 5hirDPEcI me off
to prep school in New
England and | ended up at
Yarg,a{:tﬁr that, in the
ROTC program, and then a
few summers in the Middle
East, Rigadh..‘




You were origina”g Army then, Sir?

—

Yes... now don't let that
| get arouncl, Corporal-

—

No, Sir, | won't....You
it spent time out here,
bctwcc the wars?

R



And betore thatj

That exP|ain5
your Arabic,
Sir...you rattle it

it ot like a

regu|ar Hai.







5|1ei!<|-rf. Id like you to meet MichaeLE)riggﬁ, one of our more promising,
students...comes from a Iong line of milﬁ'i:ar” Pﬁoplﬁ,




...Michac], Sheikh Aliibn

Ahmed Al-Fulani.




300¢ afiarmoon, micharsc. My sons will be at-
tﬁncling qﬂur school in a few weeks. F’crhapﬁ you-
will be able to hclp them with their Eng!ish.

e




" —
His Pronunt:iat:on IS very

goocl. | will inform Khalid and
Naasir of their good fortune.




do yowr soms
pLay Soccart

™

indead, vhav J0. a8 a maiier oF
Facy. Kha(id i (wive 30074 af it
wdaer J0 oo a skt




+he Socear

pTOGTAam Lere

is rarribie ...

/




Mr. Briggs says he loves |
to Plag socer. MH older
son, Khalid, is an
Gutstancling Playﬁr...thc
IDGH IS poetry in motion.




’ll make a deal with you, Michael.
Hc||:> my sons learn l':ng]isl'l and I'll
see to it you get some gooc:l coac:l'ling.

Their Pcrsona| trainer Plaged in
several World Cups.

-----
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Famragrle, gi'l"'...
EOTSiva™ i Joma.

M BT s,
o b geTyatiim g

ke divh me.




. Thank you, Briggs .
You can go back to your
studies now.




:
2
!

g
G
J

:
i
2
§




Mr. ﬁrlgga, could you
come !_':Lj. my office lc.}niﬁg_hf;
Hl‘lf‘ﬂl" (’]Iﬂ l"lll:l‘:I'_, _an:aund
1900...| have some matters
to discuss with you.




'—

Henry, you didn’t mention
my name to anycme’?

Of course not, Colonel.
FranUy, | don’t know how he
knew.




What was your
impression,

A I::right oung man...he’ll
Prm]:nabg end up n your
intelligence services.




Y

count on three or

He’s shown an excep- four gracluates
tional aPti’cude for everg year. That’s

languagcs. Henry’s specialty.




Where is his ﬁamilq’?

California. There’s been a
recent divorce.

That’ll make your [Ob easler...
have him to stay for the
summer term. We're 5enc:|ing
some int&”igence ofticers here
for a seminar. See how he

interacts with them.




Thank qou,.,lt hasn't worked out tor them
at the ﬂdadra&s-a, ESPeciqu for the young-
er one, he's the wild one. ﬁf’iﬂ older sonis
more serious...] want them to take over my
cxport business one dag. TI’TEH need this
exposure.

| can haue: your sons
aﬁsigncd to E)rigg-& as
roommates, it you like?

we'll make all the neces-
sary arrangements to
hf:IP ‘d’lﬁm agj’ust. You've
done the State Dcpart~
ment some big favors
favors in the past.






Present Day...
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Get some shots of |
the g r| with the
A briefcase for Ca]:)
y tain Briggs and
the recon group
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CaPtain, Hmu’” want > \,

=

to see this, sir. ViR o

i >
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|
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I Who is she?

SN




A Pmssib]ﬂ connection to Hameed,
magbe to Viper .,.t_hat’s their
thinking on the bridfc. He’s

rumorcc:l to havc a aughtcr.




E:ring up the
resolution...still no name
on him?

No Famﬂy
name.
Our

informant

thinks his

first name

is Khalid.
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How reliable is your
source”

P SR RN N
l_ Par for the %
N course...that nar- p

il rows the search \

On a scale of one to
ten, I'd gjve him a two.

! down to rougHH R
| fife -million ~ e
: Kl‘la]?cls in the

Middle East...
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She'd be hventy four now...

How old is your da ughtcn
Sir?

Cle) whr:- do we have on t!'ne

brid ge”

Good. Have him follow
her...and tell him | don’t want
a repeat of Beirut. He'll under-

C

Your man Harrison
IS ti'le.re.

5tanc;|.
= )
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You still want a tail on

Gamma ?
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What's the word from
your informant?



Word on the street has§
it their feud is :
heating up.







Wordd on the strest hoes
it pheer b s
Fﬂ.ums.up.




}{-:?::P an eye on him.
f-.'a-um.:':n::)chj will lead us up the
chain of command ﬂvent'uﬁ”q el
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here.. Ssomeone above | tamﬁftd_

|
ja— # .
\\ : Oine of our
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: W _

Diaz 1s 5L1P|:3n15c=tn‘1 to
arrve tnd.-m.j. Assign hirr
to the 5qu§ad :aurvéiﬂr'ng ,
Gamma. -

I'll see toit, Sir.
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SCI'qutz, Fou’cl better tag a|c:ng
with Hamilton. His nose is broken,

Nice going, gu‘gﬁ...shit
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But coach, Khalid attacked first... ; '
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Wake up, Trisha, gmc]clam it!
| have to tell you E-Gmfithiﬂg.




| Michael, put the Pisto]
down. You're Sc.aring me!




I'm [q*.a'uiﬂgr tomorrow 0900.
| don't know when I'll be back,
mal |.'"‘t"- two "-'t"{"ff'fL(:.:!. !'l'lf'."ll'.j!.'f' -

| three. '




Don't be afraid of this little
P!sth Iﬂc‘mﬂ.i. ..my best
friend at times.




| Whﬂ do you get ke this betore every
assignment, Michael? I never know
v:.rhcn ch:nu’rf: oing to £0. You take
off, Hmh come ac:% weeks Iatcr; you

drink Hﬂurs-:ﬂ? into oblivion for a week,
and then :.{.:wu act like nothing’s

wrong. I'm lett ta”cingi:ﬂ asha OW,
ancf%hr:n iju’rﬂ off again on some
other mission. What thﬁiﬂ" kind of life
is this for us, or for Katy?
What are fhﬁ‘ij d-::-ing to gtju?







Get some help for gﬂd‘"ﬁ sakc] f
can't take it anymore. We're |iving
alie. There’s éﬂmﬁthiﬂg tr:rribly
wrong, 1‘IET‘E} | don’t know what it
is, and you're not tf:"iﬂg.




Well that’s what this little session is all
about, Trish. Let’s just find out how
much you can takée. Here, write it
down for me. | can’t focus.




Take it!
| F‘E:E-]”Lj want you to know what_;jmur hUSEand does on these
little jun cets, courtesy of the American ta};Paﬂar,

i

etk




ey

ﬁj Let’s see, where do | bﬂgin———! call the
last assignment “C}Peration F‘[ag A[ong
With Uncle Sam”. Go ahﬁad,
just write it down.




You don’t like the title?...Haas didn’t go
for it ﬁither, that stuffed shirt son of a
bitch...no sense of humor
whatsoever...never had fﬁﬂf:, never will.
Go alfuf:ad} write it down, that’s what
I'm going to call it. 1 have the right to name
the goddamn mission...







That’s him on the corner...with his
bod‘g ards. Gaitanis the
smaller :::-F tl're. threc men.




T ha s B o the acnvese, . mith bas
IME“‘:‘J Cumtan b the
nenater (o Bhe thary e



He'’s the cause of all
this ruckus down
there?

He's the man. )
He {-r‘equentﬁ- the cafe
down the street every
m:::rrnfng. In two daqé
he'll be travf:hn_g into
the interior to meet with
the mayor of the UEHE}&%‘&
nc{;c}infng the Firing -
range.




We have a man alrea Ig Paﬁitiﬂned in the
vi|lage~~—f<1@drig_lez, alocal y who's done

some work for us in the Pa:—:-t.

How do | get in touch with this
Sefor Rodr guez?
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He'll be callinggﬂur room tonightj 1900
hours.

* i

Mﬂ men are arriving this atternoon.

‘ | Thig’” be bmught ‘I:"‘

irecﬂy here.




OK, then, ever thing’ﬁ In Piac:f:. We do the final Planning to-
nig}wt, 1900 hours. Gf.‘.ﬁf:'f:ﬂ'lﬁﬁ_tl otta get some rest.
It was a |on5 Hig :

Ccrtainlyj Lieutenant. W‘_f:"” meet back here, say
1800 hour:a_, and finalize the P|an.

o el 2

i I rEhrL-L
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| Sefior, may | share this

table with you? It seems i a

thf:y are all taken.
' A 't{rﬁ -'15'1*
By all means, Senor. But Ty

P]ease spca‘c N SPaniﬁh. I
need the practice.




I don’t think so. You speak without an
accent. Very unusual for...an
American , I presume.

= ] :'_ff;ﬁ,{t.';;;
|l

s




Thank you, yes, I've had to study the language rather close-

ly in my line of work. I do consulting for construction

firms here. and in Columbia.




I'm honored to have coffee with you,
Setior Gaitan. You are quite well
known.

H lélm‘i'!‘i And your name,

Anthony Bridges.
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get you anything?

I've had mine.

No thank you.



So, you're in the construction business.

Yes, I'm here consulting on a project

financed by the IMTF.
:: I | = EE:;IW*:' "ht:-_,‘i e m_ T e

N :

’Lh
i
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Ah vyes, the ubiquitous IMF. I'm afraid your employers
aren’t very enamored of me at the moment. As you read
there in the paper, I oppose their plans for development of
the U.S. military’s abandoned firing range.




| deadset against this PTG]EEt? It could 2 1
bring billions into your country.

! ! M v e
yay




A48 A fair question. Long ago I remember reading a
1 :

* T8l humorous comment attributed to one of your
senators---

A billion Hf:r'ct, a billion {-.hc:rc:, Pr‘:—:ttfj SOON
we’ res ta”-c.ing, real money.”
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\ . There is no charge for your coffee, Sefior |zass

& Gaitan, nor for your friend, compliments RSB
of the management. ==
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Please, don’t misunderstand me,
Sefior Bridges. I have nothing
against development. My |
countrymen need it desperately,
especially those affected by the
reclamation project. But they
| and I understand one thing very
clearly : they will receive little {
benefit ultimately.







ey
To be sure, some families here in the capital
will profit, but the average citizen—no.
He'l just be left with the tab, the interest
payment on the loans for decades to come,
the depreciation of the purchasing power of
our currency if we inflate to pay for
it...one of the unseen consequences behind
the glittering facade...no, no, I prefer we
find another way to finance our growth,

without all the political strings attached to
I'MF money.
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Of course, your Federal Reserve
won't be too happy about this.




That's where the money
ultimately comes from, no? A

d few entries in a spreadsheet on

a computer screen somewhere---
voila, the money is there...what
a racket these bankers have !



You ve become popular as
a result of your
stand.




That's what I am afraid of,
Senor Bridges...a little too popular. 1 never wanted politi-
cal influence. I align myself with none of the standard
parties, right, left, socialist, communist. Their supporters are
all obnoxious idealogues as far as I'm concerned. The truth
be told, I can’t stand politicians. In fact, I would prefer
to be just an ordinary businessman...a pure capitalist,if you
will. No mixing of politics and economics at all...I bet
that surprises you? All the papers describe me as soctalist
or communist. Idiots!

2




You certainly don't fit the image
of a radicall

1at s what scares them the most...
Sfunny really,

I'm so conservative, I embarrass my

wife.



A pure capitalist...

special priviledges from politicians—they
hate that. They don't kKnow what to do
with themselves if they can't interfere and
get a piece of the action.




You're an economist at heart,
an academic perhaps?




That would have been my first
choice, Sefior Bridges. Ever since
my father returned from a series of
lectures in Argentina many years
ago, all fired up, as he put it,"with
the final understanding of
economics”. I have to laugh.
My father was always finding the
‘final understanding’ of some-
thing or other. Actually though,

this was that rare instance when

he did. I was a college student at
the time.




And this book you re reading?

Coincidentally, the lectures that fired him up were by the
author of this very book...but here I go on and on about poli-
tics and economics on this beautiful morning, ruining a per-
Sfectly good cup of coffee. Forgive me. I can't help myself.
SR . R pE

T




R AL N
yi & )} AR
' : Well, aftfr ah‘., you _Amert-
-E cans were the original
E libertarians. Unfortunate-
: A [, like every other govern-
NP ment in history, you ve
ifm& j} been corrupted by special
BN interests...what a tragedy,
BY Seflor, your beautiful repub-
lic, Jefferson, Washington,




Actually, I avoid politics
in my own country. Of
course, I Rnow little of the

pﬂﬁi?ﬂs in __)J'CJHT'T

| But Seior Bridges, in the present politi-
cal climate, how can a businessman
such as yourself even thinR of doing
business in my country without mixing
in politics? Strange that you are not
aware of this very fundamental fact---
ou must be an idealist, (iRe myself.




—

Government should protect the rights of the individual, nothing more. But
corruption enters the picture sooner or later and the state ends up protecting
the so-called rights of the special interest groups, the elites. It is an ancient
story, Seor, is it not? One I would (ike to change in my country. My wife
thinks I'm a reincarnation of don Quixote.







I see you are hard at
work , Sefior.




Senor Bridges, may I present my wife. the

: lovely slave-driver

QWS | Esme and my daughter Carlita, who
,@% hopefully will not pick up that character

trait.




Likewise, Setior.

Antonio, don't forget the barbecue tonight, six
o'clock sharp...and bring your new found friend,

Serior...
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Bridges,
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Some other time, then...
Antonio, don't be late,
promise me.

I will not be late,

sweetheart,




Promise me?







Bridges?
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Li=utenant, Rc-:lne‘juu ‘.:.-El&b
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Can you believe the nerve of the
American State Department?

They actually started to survey the
hillside above the villa

The people won't
stand for it.

" No, you're right, this
time they won't.




The Mavyor has kept all the
original paperworR,

| He wouldn't hand it over to us

M o1 to them either. The Mayor is
! a smart man.

-



Tell seror Rodriguez he can
Pid—. up the rest (_Et the money
as per instructions. Target
has entered the valley, a
thousand L:}E-H'Ci:i out. Wait Hll it
makes the bend in the river.

Transmitter s
I'f_".HC].Lj to 2o.
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So unnecessary... Esme, Carlita.
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Very. Call your dispai:cher
and tell him you got an out-
of-town fare...I pay you
$500 over the meter to get
us sal:e|5 to that address
tonight, and another

$200 to stay at some hotel
in NYC. before youreturn |
tomorrow.




Laclﬂ, it’s attingawizﬂ T
late.” Pardon me for ]:nf:ing o
a mercenary, but could |

see the moneﬂ’?
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Cease tire!
Marines, cease
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Cease Fr'n::_. men,
cease fire!
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Johnson, damnit,

| he[P the gjrl.




o Sir you've lost a

& ot of blood_
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| Pascual, | need some HEIP
' here.

Jeez, Jehnson, _
what do | do?

AW

RYY L



No, with your |
feet]




klha L.i.é,, e american

caprain.. he‘s SRTTiT 3




iye hem 70 U,

k‘l'_"ALLAé' WP-‘LL |

me.éo.y.a..c. e LT,




le+ +hem 30, Fake ler, Lrigasy.

F"EL{“’ {-l'-.a'm,_ LL"L{T’LE 0!

qick e aiek !




o™ mame 1.5

Rasheeda.













Yeah, we're OK. Viper got
away down these damn a [e.gs,

Sir. It's a maze behind the
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Lieutenant, all your
men made it?
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Smart girl, you. Angbody here
B Positiue—-—other than me of
course!
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Do your best, Carpsman.
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My Eﬂglfﬁlﬂ:, it's been
| awhile. ‘F’lea:‘.e, 'm |
| 1@:::L:EHE for this man.




You're in luck. Fr.
_- Laughlin returned
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come inside and

| | wait. I'll find him.
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FOR FIFTY YEARS IN THE 13TH CENTT IRX;
THIS CAVE WAS OCCUPIED BY A MYSTIC

KNOWN SIMPLY AS ARIEL, A PRACTICING

JEW WHO NEVERTHELESS EMBRACED

CHRISTIANITY. IN 1213 A.D. HE HID A

RELATIVE OF THE CALIPH OF BADGHAD FROM

MARAUDING CRUSADERS. IN GRATITUDE
THE CALIPH COMMANDED ALL MUSLIMS IN
THE VICINITY TO SUPPORT AND HHONOR

ARIEL UNTIL HIS DYING DAY,
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“All dzu; | think about it, then at néght | say
it. Where did | come me, and wk]'u.ﬂ'. am|
5LJPP{.}5=.':‘.d to be cluing:‘
| have no idea. Maj. soul is from e|:3c'=.w|'1er&,
I'm sure f_‘.r{: t}mtfzmd | intend to end up
thf.'.r'f':.

This drunkenness began in some other
tavern. When | gpi‘ |_"rag. to that P]aic:f., I'll
be C.[lrﬂPIt‘tff:illi sober.’
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: Mﬂanwhﬂc, I'm like a bird from another
continent, sitting In tbiﬁ a}a‘iarﬂ.

The dag 15 camin_gwhﬂn | Hﬂ D‘H‘, but who
is it now In my ear who hears my voice?
Who says words with my mouth?
who looks out with my che:a? what is the

soul? | cannot stép a5|4ing. 3



“It | could taste one sip of an answer, |
could break out of this Primn for
drunks.
| didn't come here of my own acc::::rcl,
and | can't leave that way.
Whoever brought me here will EE}‘UE to

take me home.”









Daddy.. Daddy,

it's time to wake
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L adies and Ge.nt[emf:n? thank Eau for in-
viting me here tonight to spea at this

Preatigioua gathering of Policg makers,

cli}'_)|omat5, miIitarg and business leaders.




Tﬂdag, as a nation, we tind our-
selves in an enviable historical
osition. As the pre- eminent
mi itarg power on the P|anct...







...no other cou ntry
dares to Cl‘]ﬂ”i‘.ﬁﬂg}‘j us dpc‘ir‘lhj,
nor the international order
we are creating at great
expense in blood

and c:apitaL




:)f:rprstuatiﬂn of this new
1d order is PoﬁﬁiHe r:mlq |
' tl';rmugh the tec.hnm]ogica] ca- |
abi ity of our militaﬂj to Prﬂi~ =
=l coct dévnstating force into all B
: corners OF_tl'lﬁ %|obe.

Keluctanthj, bqt with full
understandi ng, Q’r the respon-
sibilities of power...




-.we shoulder the burden of Furthering the cause of de-
mocracy worldwide. We have conducted an audacious
Farejgn Pohcg Promoting American interests abroad. We
are current] estab]ishinga Permanent ]eac[erﬁhip at the
]‘lighe.st levﬂ]qs of the American government, which under-
stands and accepts the rcsponsibilitics of g,{c-




Because our Pmlitical and
mi litarg leaders had the fore-
sight and courage to under-

take the awesome exercise of
this ower, the world now
stands on the verge of a Pax
Americana...




Because our Pulitipal and mlifarq
leaders had the for'csig]tlt and
courage to undcrtake the awe-
[ 2 k¥
| Some exercise of this Enwer. the
| world now stands on the verge of

a Pax Americana...
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In Fact, one of the men rﬂﬁponﬁib]a
for this peace is here on the '
dais now. Ladies and Gentlemen, a
warm hand P|ease for atrue Ameri- [y 7
can hero, Ca]:at Michael Briggs.



Henry, continue,
P]easc.-




As | was saging, the
Pax Americana,
which warriors such
s our cliﬁtingu ished
Captain Briggs have
succeeded in estab-

|i5l1ing...
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W ...has opened up un-
- Prccecfint&c] C)Pportw
B nities for commercial

‘ B success in ragions of

‘the world...




Ladies and Gentlemen, I think Czja’cain Briggs, who has
raccnﬂq returned from extensive duty in the Middle East,

IS parhépﬁ a little inebriated tonight.uWould someone
from Security be Kind enough to escort the Cap’cain to

atable?




I—ic’:‘.n:y1 steP aside and let

me speak---now!---or I']

E.Pi] the beans on every-

thfngJ | swear to God | wi“,
right here.




Ladies ahd Gentlemen, let
me assure you, I'm not
drunk. Un%ﬂrtunatd ,

c]rinldng myse finto ab?ivi

on doesn't seem to work
anymore. I'm left to face

the consequences of my
actions without the aid of
that lﬂng- time friend.




For years | have been a servant of the I":mpira, and,

in essence, a traitor to the Pﬁncip]es of our former
Repub[ic.. | have acted as a thm]eve] assassin, in-
volved mc:-st[g N "wet" ops conducted in Central
and South America, and, of course, in the Middle




Cut the power to
the microphone!




You don't really want to
do that now, do you?







In the words of historian
Chalmers Johnson, there are
four stages in the decline of
cmPirc,.,."endless
war-..incremental loss of
freedom...habitual, official
]Hing.“anc] [asi:]‘[,){J fnancial ruin.”




Ladies and Gentlemen, we
couldn't abide a chubiic,
¥ asource of true in5[:>ira-
tion for all mankind; IN our
delusions, we had to have
em[:aire. And now, we are
condemned to suffer the
travails of empire.

[



After much Ec}ul-ﬁearching, I
have decided to rc':ﬁign

my commission in the United |

8 States Marine Corps, ettective

| immecliate!g. | res;ign N Prc:utt:s-t

ancl I resign in 5hamc.




Al end my years of service
: with words that come

23l down to us from the Bth

Century, but the melﬂclg
' accompanﬁingthem came
Fr-:::m tI‘IE: |’)E:E|I"t of a con-

b temporary young woman &

the Miclhi: Eat.
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Rasheeda, whose voice you have

. N ust haard, was cut down in the

2\ crosstire between two fanatical

P v worldviews. She suffered her fatal
"8 wounds in a mosque built to honor

a mtjﬁtfcﬂl I5|;am, a tradition which

| remains, seven centuries later, unal-

tEFElJlLJ op osed to murder in the

name of re|igir_:-n or Pr::-iitic:s.




Her song, and this terrible

irony, have Plagued me for

months. Over and over in my [ ey
mind her voice has resounded, fty Su R
burned. Although 1 am surely 8§
not one to give aclvic:f:, 5tan§- )"
ing here as I do with blood on [§

my hands acquircc] In a career

DP service to the EIitEE, | leave

with you this thou%lht from a

spiritua| teacher who lived

2000 years ago:
"He who has ears, let him hear."
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I yw::ulcl say that more or less
finishes my career, Cai:atai_m
and quitf: Pm:asibltj your Ii{-e_, Sir.




Yes, but this drunkenness is over,
Sergeant This drunkenness is Fina”g over
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