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Louisiana State University in Shreveport
graduates largest class in university’s history
A year after LSUS celebrated its
50th anniversary, the university
awarded more degrees than
ever before.
The university is seeing a trend in
which students travel from all over
the country – and even from every
corner of the globe – to walk across
the stage here in Shreveport.
More than 1,000 graduate students
and 204 undergraduate students
earned degrees. Chancellor Larry
Clark and organizers used two
processional lines—not just one—
to give every graduate their moments
to shine.
“We are very proud of both the
number of graduates but also the
number that chose to really celebrate
this accomplishment and take part
in the actual graduation ceremony,”
Clark said.
The fall graduation continued the
momentum that started last May,
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when graduates flew in from
far-flung places, including
the Middle East and the
Philippines.
LSUS has seen steady
growth in the past few
years, with total enrollment
topping 7,000 for the first
time in school history. The
university’s online graduate
programs are attracting
working adults who want
More than 1,200 students received degrees during LSUS’ fall
commencement in December.
to climb the career ladder
or even change careers. A
decade ago, less than 10 percent of LSUS students were outside Louisiana. Now a
third of the university’s enrollment is out-of-state students.
LSUS still prides itself on being an institution well-suited for first generation
college students seeking a bachelor’s degree, and the fall graduates reinforced that.
During the ceremony in December, Clark asked for a show of hands of those who
were the first in their family to graduate. The crowd erupted as at least half of the
graduates raised their hands and cheered.
We are very proud of both the number of graduates and also the number
that chose to really celebrate this accomplishment and take part in the
actual graduation ceremony.
Dr. Larry Clark, LSUS Chancellor

LSUS Foundation
earns top stewardship
certification
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LSUS Foundation reaching out
to alumni around the nation
LSUS Foundation members will
hit the road this year to create
connections with graduates all
over the United States as the
growing online programs broaden
the university’s alumni base.
In August, foundation board members
and Executive Director Laura Perdue
will visit Atlanta to meet alumni. The
foundation has always networked with
alumni in Shreveport-Bossier City and
around Louisiana, but this is the first
time it’s reaching out to members of
the LSUS family in other parts of
the country.
“We have realized based on our
enrollment and alumni that our
footprint exceeds that of a regional
university,” Perdue said. “Atlanta and
Dallas are two cities with an impressive
LSUS presence. We will be hosting
another event in Dallas soon.”
Atlanta real estate broker and LSUS
alumni Bryant Cornett generously
donated the use of the Below the
Chop Suite for the Atlanta BravesCincinnati Reds game on August 1.
Cornett operates DTSpade, a specialty
real estate company focused on the
healthcare industry. He earned a
master’s degree in health administration
through LSUS’ online program
in 2017.
“This is an exciting time for LSUS. We
have found some alumni relocate
after graduating and with our online
programs, we have LSUS supporters
all over the country. Those located in
places like Dallas, Atlanta and even

as far away as San Francisco are proud of
their degree, and they want to be connected.
We hope to meet with LSUS alumni groups
in alternate cities at least twice a year,” said
Carey Sullivan, chairwoman of the LSUS
Foundation Development Committee.

Atlanta real estate broker and LSUS
alumnus Bryant Cornett

The Below the Chop Suite is an exclusive
experience with limited seating in the private suite. A small number of travel
packages will available for local alumni to join the foundation in Atlanta. Please
contact Laura Perdue at 797-5257 if you are interested.

The LSUS Foundation will host Atlanta-area graduates in the Below the Chop Suite during an
alumni get-together in August.

Online programs let students from all over the world attend LSUS. The university’s international
students come from more than 30 countries.
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LSUS Foundation earns rigorous
financial stewardship certification
“It starts from the minute the donor writes their check and hands it to us.”
The foundation has assets of nearly $26.5 million that support endowed
professorships, scholarships, professional conferences and other campus
activities at LSUS.
Foreman said the certification process provided valuable information about how
to keep the foundation’s investments growing despite a volatile stock market.

Hardy Foreman

The LSUS Foundation is
demonstrating its commitment
to good stewardship with
certification from the Centre for
Fiduciary Excellence.
Organizations must meet strict
oversight requirements each year
to maintain CEFEX accreditation,
including an independent thirdparty audit. Organizations must
demonstrate their process to manage
investments, with a focus on
evidence-based results, diversified
assets and a commitment to
minimizing management fees and
expenses so there’s a better return on
the investments.
The LSUS Foundation is the second
nonprofit in Louisiana to earn the
certification. There are about two
dozen CEFEX-certified organizations
around the United States.
“It’s a third party coming in here and
assuring we’re not being frivolous
with contributions,” said Shreveport
CPA Hardy Foreman, who heads up
the foundation’s finance committee.
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“It’s not just enough for us to get donations,” he said. “We need to take those
donations and grow them exponentially so LSUS can have more scholarships
and professorships. If we’re ever going to help people get out of poverty and
improve their life situation, it’s through education. That’s the foundation’s
mission.”
Plancorp Financial Services manages the investments for the foundation.
Plancorp is also CEFEX-certified, and that encouraged the foundation’s board
of directors to pursue certification for the foundation.
“We were one of the first firms in the country to be a CEFEX-certified adviser,”
said Charley Meyer, Plancorp’s director of institutional asset management. “We
started that back in 2007. There was deep need in the (investment services)
industry to separate the wheat from the chaff.”
Meyer believes nonprofits must prove themselves
because donors are increasingly sophisticated – and
wary. The CEFEX annual review offers nonprofits
a roadmap for improvement and helps create
transparency.
“I think (certification) is going to become the norm
because everyone struggles with this,” he said. “This
is a wonderful opportunity for donors and potential
donors to see the extra steps the LSUS Foundation
is taking.”

Charley Meyer

MORE INFORMATION
Visit the foundation’s website at www.LSUSFoundation.org
for more information on the organization’s finances,
including the most recent audit.

Planned giving: good for you and LSUS
Q. With the recent tax law changes I no longer have enough deductions
to itemize on my tax return. Is there a way I can continue to contribute to
the LSUS Foundation and yet still get a tax benefit?
A. With a little planning there are several things you can do to make a charitable
contribution as well as receive a tax benefit. This includes Bunching,
donating appreciated securities and doing a Qualified Charitable Distribution
(QRD).
Let’s focus on the QRD. If you are over age 70 ½ you must begin to take
an annual Required Minimum Distribution (RMD) from your retirement
accounts. The amount is determined by both your age and the prior end of
year account value. If you don’t want to take the distribution, which will be
taxable at your current rate, a QRD might be just the thing. With a QRD you
can donate up to $100,000 annually from your retirement accounts directly
to a qualified charity. By using a QRD you make a charitable gift from
your retirement account and the distribution is excluded from your gross
income. An added benefit is that a QRD can potentially reduce your Medicare
premiums if you are a high-income earner.
There are a couple of technical requirements you should be aware of.
The first is the QCD check must be paid directly to the charity from the
retirement account. The second requirement is the charity must be a 501(c) (3)
organization. Because not every retirement account allows a QCD I suggest
you have your financial advisor guide you through the process.

Diana DeCharles, CFP®, MBA is a
Registered Principal with SagePoint
Financial, Inc., member FINRA, SIPC
and a member of the LSUS Foundation
Board of Directors. Securities offered
through SagePoint Financial, Inc.
member FINRA, SIPC. Investment
advisory services offered through
Pinnacle Asset Management Group,
a registered investment advisor not
affiliated with SagePoint Financial,
Inc. SagePoint Financial, 2020 Line
Avenue, Shreveport, LA 71104 Phone 221-7526.

New on campus: Veterans Resource Center
LSUS is reaching out to military
students with a new Veterans
Resource Center that helps retired,
reserve and active-duty military
members navigate enrollment
and college life. The resource
center opened in February. Project
coordinator Jill Eaves, who’s a
veteran herself, works with the
Veterans Administration and other
partners to provide services.

Courtesy: Chuck Smith/ Red River Radio
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State education board reinstates First
Generation Scholarship matching dollars
One in every three incoming
freshmen for the 2018 fall
semester at LSUS was a firstgeneration college student.
Clearly LSUS is a first choice for many
of these students, and this is why
when the Louisiana Board of Regents
voted to eliminate the matching dollar
program for First Generation Endowed
Scholarship the LSUS Foundation
board of directors wanted to speak
out on the students’ behalf.
LSUS Foundation Board Member
Mike Woods led the effort with a letter
to Louisiana Commissioner of Higher
Education Dr. Kim Hunter Reed
last year. Woods has invested in firstgeneration scholarships around the state
– first at LSUS and later other campuses
– because of his parents’ experiences.
“My father was a first-generation
scholar, and my mother, because
she was one of four girls, her family
could not afford to send her to college,”
he recalled.

Each year the Board of Regents
guarantees a financial match for two
professorships. Woods recommended
campuses be given flexibility in choosing
to use the money for professorships or
first-generation scholarships.
Woods, Carey Sullivan, Larry Clark
and Laura Perdue made their case
before the Board of Regents on
December 12 – and the board agreed,
voting to reinstate the First Generation
Endowed Scholarship Program.

First generation scholarship recipient
and graduate Morgan Hope and Marshae
McNeal, assistant professor
in kinesiology

The Louisiana Board of Regents recognized the change would help meet the needs of
very diverse campuses around the state and would not negatively impact the available
funding. The group from LSUS expressed their thanks on
behalf of all those first-generation students.
Scan the code with your
smart phone and hear the
impact of first generation
scholarships straight from
one of our own graduates!

“I have nine first generation scholarships around the state.
It is important to me and my family to support students
this way, but it is also important to me as a board member
to advocate for our students and universities. I am
thankful Dr. Kim Hunter Reed and the Board of Regents
listened, and students will benefit,” Woods said.
Help us spread the word. It’s too costly a secret to keep
quiet, and LSUS is an exceptional value and excellent
education to bridge this gap.

LSUS Alumni Association donates funds
to create new First Generation Scholarship
The LSUS Alumni Association
chose to celebrate the
reinstatement of First Generation
Scholarship funding with a
generous gift of $65,000.
The LSUS Foundation matched this
with a $15,000 gift for a total of
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$80,000. That’s eligible for a $20,000 match from the Louisiana Board of Regents,
and we are thankful for the LSUS Alumni Association for collaborating with us to
make this statement in support of incoming students.
“The Alumni Association is delighted to partner in the creation of a new scholarship
to benefit an important group of our students. There is no better way to advance
our region than by helping students steer a course for success at LSUS,” said Jaclyn
W. Litton-Briery, president of the LSUS Alumni Association Board of Directors.

,
You re Invited!
LSUS high-speed computer network
connection will benefit students, faculty
LSUS students and faculty will be
able to connect with peers around
the globe at the speed of thought
through a statewide fiber optics
network that lays foundation for a
grant-funded CyberCollaboratory.
On Feb. 12, the university
celebrated its official connection
with the Louisiana Optical Network
Infrastructure (LONI), a high-speed
network that links universities around
the state. The connection means LSUS
faculty and students will be able to
share information 10 times faster
than before.

The connection ceremony took place in the university’s Technology Center, which
will house a CyberCollaboratory, which will serve everyone from middle school
students to professionals who focus on fighting cybercrime.
A $350,000 donation from the American Electric Power (AEP) Foundation
was a major catalyst
in the development
of the upcoming
CyberCollaboratory, which
will benefit from the
increased bandwidth for
research and instruction in
areas such as cyber security
and artificial intelligence.
The Cyber Collaboratory
is under construction and
should be open in March.

Local and state education officials celebrated LSUS’ connection
to the LONI statewide computer network in February. Courtesy:
Chuck Smith/Red River Radio
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LSUS celebrates Homecoming 2019
LSUS’ Homecoming 2019 brought
students to campus with a week full
of activities in February, including
a parade and court presentation;
the “Beano 911” chili cook-off; and
a dance. The Pilots did their fans
proud with a string of victories. The
baseball team swept its Homecoming
week series with Tougaloo, holding
on to its top ranking in the Red
River Athletic Conference. The
men’s basketball team chalked up
its sixth straight win, while the
women’s basketball team upset the
conference’s 10th-ranked team.

Homecoming photos courtesy: LSUS Media Department
Sports photos courtesy: Miracle Dixon/LSUS Athletics Department
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LSUS celebrates Homecoming 2019
Shandrea Lyons, a senior criminal
justice major from Monroe, was
crowned Homecoming queen in
February. Family ties helped Lyons
settle on LSUS after she graduated
from Wossman High School, and
she says her time on campus has
helped her broaden her friendships
and horizons.
1. Why did you choose LSUS?
I am a very family-oriented
person and my sister was living in
Shreveport at the time. After a bit
of research LSUS was the best place
I felt to continue my education. So,
making the choice to become a Pilot
was an easy one to make.
2. What does it mean to you to be an
LSUS Foundation Navigator? As
a Navigator, what do you do on
campus?
As an LSUS Foundation Navigator
we represent the student body and
the university. Furthermore, we serve
as front line communicators giving
prospective students the opportunity
to talk with current LSUS students.
Specifically, LSUS Navigators
promote LSUS by representing the
university at various recruitment and
alumni events and providing campus
tours to prospective students. LSUS
Navigators are a team of leaders that
represent LSUS.
3. Why do you think it’s important
for students to support LSUS
activities like Homecoming?
As Student Activities Board
president, I have seen firsthand just
how much attending these events
can enhance your college experience
from making memories, new friends,
and encouraging you to try new

things. Being involved really helped to shape my college experience and really
taught me a lot about myself. Furthermore, because LSUS is like a family, it also
gives you opportunities to run into some of your favorite LSUS staff.
4. What continuing education and career path do you plan after graduation?
I’d like to use the skills that I’ve gained here to pursue my master’s degree in
psychology and continue to serve others on a larger scale.
5. How will you stay in touch with your classmates and the LSUS community
after graduation?
I plan to become an active member of the LSUS Alumni Association to stay
updated on events and the university. I also hope to keep in touch with the
Golden Illusion Dance Line and be able to play a significant role in their growth.
6. What advice do you have for others considering LSUS?
Go for it! Choosing LSUS has by far been one of the most rewarding decisions
that I’ve ever made. Being that I moved here away from my home town, I really
feel that I’ve gained another
family within the LSUS
community. From professors
to fellow students, everyone is
willing to help you reach your
goals no matter how big or
small.
Campus Involvement:
President of Student Activities
Board. Senator for the Student
Government Association.
Member of the Nonprofit
Administration Student
Organization. LSUS foundation
Navigator. Former Orientation
Leader. Member of the Student
Organization Council. Member
of the Food Pantry & LSUS’
50th Anniversary Planning
Committee. Imitator of Golden
Illusion Dance Line. Member of
Black Studies Association. Team
Leader for Leadership Summit
Favorite Quote:
Nothing can dim the light
that shines from within.
–Maya Angelou
Courtesy: LSUS Media Department
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LSUS professor captivates
Smithsonian Institution audience
LSUS professor Alex Mikaberidze
wowed career diplomats and
history buffs alike during a
day-long seminar in February at
the Smithsonian Institution in
Washington, D.C.
Mikaberidze traced the life and
influence of French Emperor Napoleon
from his roots to the final exile, based
on years of research into Napoleon’s life
and the times that shaped him.
A native of Georiga, a country in
the Caucasus region of Eurasia,
Mikaberidze says he grew up with
stories about Napoleon, and the
emperor’s life always intrigued him.
He joined the LSUS faculty in 2007
and is the Ruth Herring Noel Endowed
Chair for the Curatorship of the James
Smith Noel Collection.

The Smithsonian seminar was an outgrowth of
Mikaberidze’s community talks in ShreveportBossier City.
“I try to tell a story,” Mikaberidze said. “I try
to focus on the human dimension of the historic
figures. “They have same weaknesses and same
problems as most of us have. People can relate
to that.”

Dr. Alex Mikaberidze
Courtesy: Chuck Smith/
Red River Radio

He’s already planning a second day-long seminar at
the Smithsonian in the fall after people attending
the Napoleon seminar gave him two thumbs up, praising his “dynamic delivery”
and “infectious passion” for his subject.
“Your program couldn’t have been better or more well-received and reflected the
high quality that one expects from the Smithsonian,” the institution said in a letter
to Mikaberidze.
“The evaluations completed by attendees were all excellent, with people citing your
breadth of knowledge of the subject, your terrific organization of the material and
dynamic delivery, your excellent visuals and sense of humor, and your infectious
passion for the subject. Many, many people wrote that it was one of the best
programs they had ever attended and asked that we please bring you back.”

LSUS students who are struggling
to make ends meet don’t have to
go hungry, thanks to a food pantry
that opened in November. The
pantry is part of the university’s
commitment to helping meet all
the needs of students, many of
whom are the first in their families
to go to college.
Photos courtesy Chuck Smith/Red River Radio
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Authors in April luncheon will feature
award-winning historical novelist
A writer who explores women
trying to find their place in the
world – and their relationships
with historical figures—will share
her stories at this year’s Authors
in April fundraiser.
Authors in April, now in its 28th
year, supports the LSUS Pioneer
Heritage Center. Nancy Horan,
author of “Loving Frank” and
“Under the Wide Stars,” will speak at
the Authors in April luncheon April
27. The event includes a questionand-answer session with Horan.
“Loving Frank” focuses on the
affair between Mamah Borthwick
Cheney and architect Frank Lloyd
Wright, and the ways it changed
their lives. “Under the Wide Stars”
explores the tumultuous relationship
between Scottish writer Robert Louis
Stevenson and his American-born
wife, Fanny Van de Grift Osbourne.
Horan is a native Midwesterner. She
was a teacher and journalist before
becoming a novelist.
Since 1991, Authors in April speakers
have included six Pulitzer Prize
winners, a National Book Award
winner and a Grammy winner.
“It’s probably one of the best literary
events in Shreveport-Bossier,” said

Nancy Horan

Marty Young, director of the LSUS
Pioneer Heritage Center.
The fundraiser supports the LSUS
Pioneer Heritage Center. The donorsupported center offers a glimpse
of life on the Louisiana frontier
with tours of historic buildings and
heritage programs. Last year more
than 4,000 elementary students in
the region either toured or heard
on-site school presentations on the
Pioneer Heritage Center.
Participants will be able to buy
a book and have it signed at the
Authors in April luncheon, and
sponsors can learn even more about
Horan at a private dinner the night
before her talk. Sponsorships are
still available.

IF YOU GO

Authors in April is at 12 p.m. April 27 at Margaritaville Resort Casino,
777 Margaritaville Way in Bossier City. Reservations are $50 per person. For
more information, contact Marty Young, 797-5339 or marty.young@lsus.edu

Courtesy: Author’s website

TO SHARE
LSUS NEWS,

contact newsletter editor
Melody Brumble
at 318-780-5926 or
mbrumble64@gmail.com
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A LETTER FROM YOUR LSUS FOUNDATION BOARD PRESIDENT

Steve Yancey

These are truly exciting times for the university, and it
is my honor to serve as the LSUS Foundation president
during this time of prosperity and excellence. So much
has changed with LSU Shreveport in a very short period
of time; it’s apparent in enrollment and support from
individuals and businesses like yourself. Within these pages
we are going to brag on LSUS and toast your generosity
for time and treasure. Both the LSUS Foundation and the
university recognize that much of the success would not
have been possible without your support.

STEPHEN R. YANCEY II of
Cook, Yancey, King & Galloway
Law Corporation
Mr. Yancey’s practice involves real estate
and commercial transactions, energy
matters, and probate and estate planning.
He received his undergraduate degree from
Washington & Lee University, his masters
degree in Business Administration from
Louisiana State University, and his law
degree from Louisiana State University.

There are a number of opportunities to get involved and
support your local purple and gold, and those will be
outlined in this newsletter. Our LSUS Foundation Board
of Directors has a mantra called The Million Dollar Secret,
and I hope you will embrace it as much as we have. It’s our
elevator speech that reminds us of why we support LSUS
and why a college degree is so important.
The Million Dollar Secret is the $1.1 million difference in
lifetime earnings between someone who has a high school
diploma and someone who has earned a college degree.

LSUS Foundation Board of Directors 2019-2020
Laura L. Perdue

Dr. F. King Alexander

Larry Clark, Chancellor

Wayne Brown

Diana DeCharles, CFP

Marcia C. Calhoun

James K. Elrod

Jaclyn Litton-Briery

Mickey Callaway

Hardy Foreman, CPA

Dr. Sandra A. McCalla

Dr. Phillip A. Rozeman

Barbie Cannon

George P. Fritze

Michael P. McCarthy

B. Bruce Simon

Stephen R. Yancey, II

Brian C. Hamm

(Mike)

Carey A. Sullivan

Stefanie Y’Barbo

(EX-OFFICIO)

(EX-OFFICIO)

VICE CHANCELLOR,
BUSINESS AFFAIRS

(EX-OFFICIO)

Sidney E. Kent
Dr. Robert Leitz, Ph.D.

(EX-OFFICIO)
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Sheriff Stephen W. Prator
Lane R. Rosen, M.D.

Harold W. Turner
Michael K. Turner
Edie Williams
Michael H. Woods

