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FOREWORD
This year has been unlike any other for so many reasons. Every
university had to change operations because of COVID-19, and
the LSU Shreveport faculty did this with incredible success.
Professors teaching online MBA classes led the way, helping
colleagues transition to virtual classes so that learning continued
even while the campus was locked down. Professors engaged
the community through social media, Zoom and other online
platforms, delivering the same lectures and programs they had
planned to offer in person. They pursued research and networked
with peers in spite of the challenges posed by COVID, helping
spread LSU Shreveport’s academic reputation around the globe.
Support from our generous donors in the form of endowed
professorships and chairs helped make all this possible,
equipping LSUS faculty members to navigate the new normal.
An endowed professorship or chair is one of the highest honors
awarded to the professor who holds it. It recognizes the
contributions to his or her academic discipline and provides funding
to support the professor’s teaching, research, service and programs.
These endowments also are a tribute to the donors who establish
them, recognizing the donors’ commitment to improving their
community through education. Thank you for your shared vision.
Endowed professorships and chairs are eligible for matching
funds from the Louisiana Board of Regents. Professorships that
reach $80,000 in private donations will receive $20,000 from the
Board of Regents. Endowed chairs that reach $600,000 in private
donations may receive $400,000 from the Board of Regents.
The endowments are a gift in perpetuity, and the LSUS Foundation
is committed to ensuring the funds will provide income to
support LSUS faculty and students for generations to come.

A LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT
It is my privilege to serve as the LSUS Foundation president during
this time. The cover picture depicts a typical classroom on the LSU
Shreveport campus with students practicing social distancing and
wearing masks. Interestingly enough, whereas in person kept us
at least six feet apart, using technology such as Zoom brought us
closer with LSUS’ over 6,000 online students. It is LSUS’ mastery
of both in-person and online classes that rocketed the campus
to record-breaking enrollment with more than 10,000 students,
earning the campus the honor of being declared the fastestgrowing institution in Louisiana.
Clearly, a pandemic has not slowed LSU Shreveport down and the
pages ahead further prove this. Generous gifts from private donors
over the years have created 59 endowments for teaching. Endowed professorships, super professorships and
chairs generate much-needed support for research and projects across campus. We showcase a few of those
special projects in this magazine and offer a thanks to all of the donors who made these possible. In any other
time, many of the professors would be presenting this research at conferences all over the world using the
spending allocation from their endowment.
Professors often make the college experience, and I am so proud of all their efforts in the face of a very
different, and sometimes difficult, year.
Carey Sullivan - Director of Corporate Communications, AEP SWEPCO
LSUS Foundation President

A LETTER FROM THE CHANCELLOR
2020 was truly a year for the history books. Despite the COVID-19
pandemic, this was an important year for LSUS. We are the fastest
growing higher education institution in Louisiana over the last
five years, with record enrollment this fall. Programs such as our
Early Childhood Education and online MBA have achieved national
rankings as we continue to grow in competitive stature nationwide.
We’ve enhanced campus life by revamping the Port, adding
the Stacks Smoothie Bar in the library and rolling out our new
PilotCard, a combined ID and reloadable debit card. We also
welcomed students this fall to our fully owned and rebranded Pilots
Pointe Apartments campus housing. We’ve added new facilities,
upgraded classrooms and continued repairing and updating
campus buildings to ensure a safe, modern and welcoming
learning environment.
2021 will surely bring new challenges and opportunities. We will continue to adapt our operations as needed
during the pandemic. We have state funding approved for a vehicular bridge connecting campus to Pilots
Pointe, a new Business Intelligence Lab under construction, and a state-of-the-art athletic performance
testing facility coming to the HPE building.
This is all possible through the hard work and dedication of our faculty, staff and students, and through the
support of amazing organizations such as the LSUS Foundation. I thank you for your support of LSUS.
It is indeed a great time to be a Pilot.
Larry Clark
LSUS Chancellor
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College of Arts
SPOTLIGHTING SOCIAL MEDIA STRATEGY
Claire Joa, PhD
Dr. Dalton and Peggy Cloud Endowed Professorship in Communications
Dr. Claire Joa’s early online gaming experiences shaped her desire to understand
how social media affects real-world behavior.
“Social media as a social technology is not neutral. It influences how we think
of things, social issues and events,” she says.
Growing up in South Korea, she and friends gathered at gaming centers similar
to internet cafés to play StarCraft, a multiplayer military science fiction game.
Her first academic research project involved interviewing 300 teenagers about
how their online gaming affected their social interaction in the real world.
“We were interacting in the virtual world and in the physical world at the same time,” she recalled. “We’d be shouting, ‘You
should’ve protected me!’ and things like that while our characters interacted.”
As the digital universe expanded, she turned her attention to social media, which developed from early online gaming
platforms. She most recently studied Twitter media influencers in the 2016 presidential election and is compiling information
on the same topic as the 2020 election plays out.
Dr. Joa found that in 2016, media outlets using Twitter heavily tended to promote sensational writing over traditional news
reporting. Competition among media outlets also amplified that focus.
“Journalistic outlets on social media appeared to be aggressive marketers selling their products – stories – not just outlets
for news,” she said. “I expect to see similar patterns of news production behavior on social media during this election cycle.
However, how news readers will react to that will be another variable.”

UNMASKING EXTREMISM ONLINE
W. Chris Hale, PhD
Elmer and Barbara Simon Endowed Professorship for Excellence in Teaching
Dr. Chris Hale delves into the darker corners of the internet to track how hate and
extremist groups spread their messages to a global audience through social media
and how social media companies fight extremist messages.
“Fueled largely by social media platforms, extremists exploit controversial social and
political issues, spread propaganda, recruit new members, and in some cases, direct
attacks,” Dr. Hale said. “Many governments, including the United States, repeatedly
urge social media companies to proactively monitor social media for terrorist content,
remove user posts and accounts, and promote counter-messaging.”
The September 11, 2001 terrorist attacks on the United States prompted Dr. Hale
to switch career paths from corrections administration to counterterrorism and intelligence analysis. He started studying
extremist groups while he was pursuing a Ph.D. in criminal justice at Sam Houston State University. He became interested in
domestic terrorist groups–focusing initially on radical environmentalist groups–because information about them was more
readily available.
He later expanded his research to include all kinds of extremist groups.
“We’ve seen a huge rise in the number of hate groups and a rise in the number of hate/nationalistic groups,” Dr. Hale said.
“For followers, social media becomes an online echo chamber. They’re searching for certain things that support their beliefs.”
Dr. Hale has presented his research on hate groups at two professional groups in the past year. His most recent project
studied hate groups in America from the end of the Civil War through today, drawing on historical documents and current
internet information.
He also brings his research to the classroom to take students beyond traditional criminal justice topics. He’s set up a small
computer lab near his office for students conducting internet research on extremism.
“Criminal justice has expanded beyond the ‘three Cs’–courts, cops and corrections,” Dr. Hale said. “We have a new concentration
called security studies, which focuses on terrorism, homeland security and cybercrime. As an instructor, I strive to remain
proficient in computer-based technologies, introducing students to software in many of my courses, including, Cybercrime,
Crime (Intelligence) Analysis, and Computer Applications for Criminal Justice. These courses provide LSUS students with the
required knowledge, skills, and abilities to succeed in our current technological environment.”
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UNCOVERING HIDDEN HISTORY
Gary D. Joiner, PhD
Mary Ann and Leonard Selber Endowed Professor of History
Dr. Gary Joiner digs deep to uncover Shreveport’s hidden history. This year, Joiner
is mapping the final resting place of William Bennet, a 19-century businessman
considered the father of Shreveport. Dr. Joiner is making plans to permanently
preserve the burial ground that lies under a weed-covered vacant lot west of
downtown Shreveport.
“We’ve found 27 graves. We’ll continue surveying the area with ground penetrating
radar,” Dr. Joiner said. “This was the early part of Oakland Cemetery. Up until the
1920s, no one built here because they knew there were graves.”
He plans to use the ground penetrating radar in Shreveport’s historic Oakland and
Greenwood cemeteries, Civil War battlefields, and any place where development is
proposed.
When he’s not in the field, Dr. Joiner visits archives to research topics ranging from
the Civil War to Air Force operations. He has written numerous books for historians
and general readers. He recently finished a compilation of columns by the late Eric
Brock, a long-time Shreveport historian, that will be used by LSUS students.
Dr. Joiner’s students get hands-on experience in many of his projects, including the
cemetery mapping work and archeological surveys in downtown Shreveport.

Mary Bennett Cane

“I have been actively working, along with my students in the Red River Regional
Studies, on contracts for the City of Shreveport conducting archaeological projects on five city blocks in St. Paul’s Bottoms
(Ledbetter Heights),” Dr. Joiner said. “These are potential redevelopment blocks for mixed use housing. These blocks were
in the heart of the Red Light District and material culture (any items from the period of occupation) have become valuable
in determining the activities of everyday life in the Bottoms.”

CEMENTING LATIN AMERICAN ALLIANCES

Sam Cannon, PhD
Bruce and Steve Simon Endowed Professorship of Language and Literature
“Students can take the knowledge
they acquired about somewhere else
and it’s not so charged, and then they
can apply it to issues closer to them,”
Dr. Cannon says. “I experienced that
when I took a Spanish cinema class
here.”

Sam Cannon is equally at home
addressing Comicon nerds and tweedjacketed academics.
Dr. Cannon studies how Latin
American comics and graphic novels
reflect social issues like LGBTQ rights,
crime, and political movements. He
organized an international panel
featuring Chilean comic artists for the
San Diego Comicon and this fall spoke
about LGBTQ comics—via Zoom—at
a Chilean government conference.
His research offers LSU Shreveport
students a lens to examine not only
cultural differences in other countries
but social movements right here at
home.

Dr. Cannon majored in Spanish at LSUS
and credits that Spanish cinema class
with helping him look at social issues
in new ways. He earned master’s and
doctoral degrees in Hispanic literature
and comics before joining the LSUS
faculty. He teaches Spanish language
classes at all levels and upperlevel Hispanic literature and culture
classes. He’s also preparing to revive
the Spanish cinema class, which will
focus on significant films from Spain.

changes wrought by COVID-19,
using some of the professorship
funding to create online resources
for students.
“The updated technology and
high-speed internet connection
supported by the professorship
provided me the opportunity to
create a library of some 130 teaching
videos,” Dr. Cannon says. “These
video lessons represent the core
of new possibilities for teaching
Spanish language and literature
classes online at LSUS. This is
something we have never offered
before.”

Outside the classroom, he’s wrapping
up a translation of “Los Años de
Allende,” a documentary graphic novel
that focuses on Chilean president
Salvador Allende. Allende died during
a military coup.
“We hope to have that to the printer by
the end of the year,” he said.
Dr. Cannon also adjusted to the rapid
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BRINGING THE PAST TO LIFE
Marty Young
Bobbie C. Hicks Authors in April Endowed Professorship
Pioneer Heritage Center Director Marty Young is still bringing history to life in spite of
the challenges COVID-19 poses for hands-on learning.
The living history center consists of seven historic buildings, the Webb & Webb
Commissary, the Blacksmith Shop, the Thrasher House, a log dogtrot cabin, the
Caspiana Big House, a detached kitchen, a doctor’s office, and the River Front Mission,
a chapel. Genuine artifacts and historically accurate reproductions fills the buildings.
The center remains closed to the public because of COVID, but Young has presented
programs to elementary-age students at their schools. He’s also reworking programs
so they can be presented in other ways.
Young also took advantage of the pandemic pause to learn new things, among them
19th-century chimney construction.
“I went down to Merryville, outside of DeRidder, and worked on a historic building at the
Merryville Historic Village. We repaired the mud and stick chimney on their log cabin. I
went out and harvested the clay to repair the chimney,” he said.
He also practiced pioneer skills, foraging for food and catching crawfish by hand. A
blacksmith, he forged trivets and other items for one of the buildings at the center. He
also repaired or restored artifacts that will be displayed there.
“I’ve always had an idea and a theory that if I’m going to do presentations or living
history programs, I should have at least tried something or tried to do it,” he said.

PRESERVING PRECIOUS TEXTS

Alexander Mikaberidze, PhD
Ruth Herring Noel Endowed Chair for the Curatorship of the James Smith Noel Collection
as an assistant, Dr. Mikaberidze discussed
the Black Death, a pandemic that claimed
entire European villages and dramatically
reshaped Europe and Asia. Dr. Mikaberidze
donned a plague doctor costume to lend a
theatrical air to the chat.

Dr. Alexander Mikaberidze’s accounts of
the life and exploits of the French Emperor
Napoleon have earned him audiences far
beyond the LSU Shreveport campus.
In the past 18 months, Dr. Mikaberidze has
lectured three times at the Smithsonian
Institution–most recently virtually–about
Napoleon and his impact on history.
His recent book on the global history of
the Napoleonic Wars received a critical
acclaim and is being translated into five
languages. He’s forging ahead on several
book projects, including a new history of
the Louisiana Purchase and a biography
of a Russian field marshal who was the
protagonist in Tolstoy’s famed novel “War
and Peace.”

“To say that the switch to virtual
teaching has been interesting will be an
understatement. The transition has been a
new experience for me and posed several
challenges. The new Hy-Flex model, which
involves teaching face-to-face while
streaming lectures and offering the same
course in online format, requires a more
careful approach,” Dr. Mikaberidze said. “I
had to adjust the pace of lessons to better
involve students in class and on-line, and
find ways to minimize frustration when
results are not according to plan. I think
the most challenging aspect remains the
limited social interaction with students.”
Dr. Mikaberidze’s more serious side
comes into play as he scours the world
for materials to enhance the James Smith
Noel Collection at LSUS. In 2020 alone, the
collection acquired, mostly through private
donations, numerous books, prints and
other materials valued at some $500,000.
LSUS students, community members, and
international scholars draw on the Noel
Collection for research. Dr. Mikaberidze
curates exhibits of collection materials
throughout the year, and visitors can tour
the collection by appointment.

Dr. Mikaberidze was also among LSUS
History and Social Sciences Department
faculty members who presented live
Facebook chats earlier this year after
the community locked down during the
COVID-19 pandemic. With his son, Luka, “Among our most recent acquisitions
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are several unique books that the
Kinsey family has generously given
us. These books include the multivolume journals of Captain James
Cook’s voyages and the first edition of
Adam Smith’s world-renowned book
“The Wealth of Nations.” I was also
fortunate to be involved in negotiating
the transfer of Caddo Parish Judge
Gayle Hamilton’s fabulous personal
collection of some 4,000 books, many
of them on early Louisiana history, to
the Noel Collection,” Dr. Mikaberidze
said.
“Special collections like the James
Smith Noel Collection have cultural
and historical importance because
they preserve unique books, prints and
documents for the public. The wider its
reach, the better a special collection
can fulfill its educational mission. Few
people have opportunity to consult rare
primary sources or important historical
materials that document the past,”
Dr. Mikaberidze said. “These hidden
gems can both enlighten and promote
motivation in learning and intellectual
curiosity. One of my missions is to
dispel the myth that institutions like the
Noel Collection are only for academic
researchers. While we always welcome
scholars, our mission is also to provide
collaborative learning opportunities for
students and general public. The Noel
Collection is that unique place where
you can engage with centuries-old
research materials and explore a wide
range of topics.”

LSU SHREVEPORT RISES
ABOVE COVID-19

At the beginning of 2020, as the COVID-19 virus continued its rapid spread across the globe, few
could have predicted how much upheaval and uncertainty lay ahead of us in the coming months. LSU
Shreveport began its preparation relatively early, with a small team on campus coordinating with
other LSU campuses on risk factors, solutions and possible outcomes for different scenarios. Even
with this integrated approach, each LSU campus faced unique challenges based on size, location,
campus population type, and resources.
As COVID-19 quickly began to disrupt almost every facet of our daily lives, it became apparent that
one of the most significant resource constraints was time. With literal lives on the line and a looming
state shutdown on the horizon, the LSUS leadership was faced with the fundamental question of how
our students could continue their education during a lockdown. This led to the secondary question of
how LSUS needed to adapt from both academic and infrastructure standpoints.
The chancellor, along with the administrative leadership, put together a Pandemic Action Team (PAT)
to work with the Louisiana Department of Health and Ochsner Health System to develop plans based
on public health directives and the unique needs of the LSUS community.
LSUS has built a strong reputation in online education with a strategic approach to curriculum
development, course delivery, and student support. These online programs are outcome-focused,
with the primary goal of preparing our students for the ever-evolving, technology-driven workplace.
This expertise helped the university pivot in the spring when the shutdown was announced. LSUS
already possessed the infrastructure and institutional knowledge for delivering online instruction.
Faculty who were adept at teaching online were able to coach those with no prior experience on the
platform, allowing our students to still receive instruction with little disruption in terms of course
delivery.
Changing the format of the courses was one matter, but reaching students was (Continued on next page)
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another issue altogether. Across the country, COVID-19 has exposed challenges in higher education
models, leaving some student populations behind. Despite our best efforts, many LSUS students
faced those same challenges. Many of our students could not pivot as quickly as the university did
because they did not have access to the technology necessary to continue. Others had to reduce their
semester course load in order to deal with issues such as child-care, job loss, and the psychological
challenges of learning while quarantined.
These were some of the major drivers of offering multiple options for students in the fall, including
remote learning, on-campus instruction and hybrid models. Personalized laptops were made available
for faculty and students needing to work or attend classes remotely. The IT team also created Wi-Fi
parking lots to facilitate work while limiting exposure to group environments such as computer labs.
In addition, some of the campus-wide initiatives put in place by the university include:
Health and Safety Practices
•
Face coverings – All students, faculty, staff, and visitors to campus are required to wear face
coverings inside all buildings.
•
Wellness checks – Drive-thru or walk-up wellness checkpoints must be visited by all students,
staff, faculty and guests as they come onto campus.
•
Physical distancing – Physical distancing practices are in place across campus. Campus spaces,
including classrooms and common areas, have been reconfigured to implement capacity limits and
require at least 6 feet of distance between individuals.
•
Enhanced cleaning and disinfecting – Campus protocols for cleaning and disinfecting have
been enhanced, especially high-touch surfaces and common spaces.
•
Signage – Campus-wide signage has been installed to inform the community of guidelines.
•
Testing – On-site testing is available to students, faculty and staff at no out-of-pocket cost.
Community testing is also available once a week.
•
Reporting – LSUS reports weekly positive case numbers and provides up-to-date policies and
procedures related to COVID-19 on the university website.
Academic Practices
•
Classroom configurations – Classroom capacities have been reduced to comply with physical
distancing recommendations. Seating is spaced apart, and Plexiglas partitions and marked-off
instruction areas are provided for lecturers.
•
Course delivery – Some classes are being held in person. Others are being delivered remotely.
Still others are a combination of both. These models will likely be replicated in the spring.
•
General education classes are capped at 25, and more sections were added to enable student
success. All face-to-face classes are capped at 50 to maximize distancing, even in large classrooms.
•
Technology – Classrooms have been equipped with new technology to enable flexible course
delivery, including the recording of all lectures for students who may have to miss time due to
quarantine.
As always, LSUS is committed to putting our students’ safety and education at the forefront of
everything we do. Our campus community is hopeful that it can return to a level of normality in 2021,
and we will take the lessons we have learned during this time to make our university better. We cannot
predict what will happen next, but our goal is to be prepared to adapt quickly and safely when future
changes occur.
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College of Business & Education
BUILDING REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

Doug Bible, PhD
Oscar Cloyd Professor of Real Estate

Dr. Doug Bible believes you’re never too old for a field trip.
For more than 30 years, Bible has guided LSUS students in hands-on projects to prepare them for careers in
the real estate industry. He draws on an extensive network of Shreveport-Bossier City professionals who share
insider tips and tricks with students pursuing degrees in a variety of business fields.
“Normally, we’ll go to a house where someone is doing an appraisal, and the students do their own,” Dr. Bible
said. “We’ll go to the clubhouse at Coates Bluff Apartments. I worked with the developer, U.L. Coleman, on Green
Globe Certification, which has tax credits, so we talk to the students about tax credits. Another thing I like to do
is get the students to search courthouse records.”
Dr. Bible has also done his fair share of research looking at disparities in mortgage foreclosures, how local
gated communities affect property values, and the use of tax credits to renovate historic buildings in downtown
Shreveport. Many of his articles have been cited extensively by other
real estate researchers and writers.
He joined the LSUS faculty in 1985. He’s served as associate dean
and interim dean of the College of Business, Education and Human
Development. He’s now chair of the Economics and Finance Department
and also serves as president of the Faculty Senate.
Dr. Bible has seen the LSUS College of Business, Education and Human
Development grow exponentially as the university invested in online
programming.
“We do have the real estate major that you can get entirely online as
well as the finance, marketing and management degrees,” he said.
“We’ve done well in picking up more majors with the online program,
but we certainly want the face-to-face classes as well.”

MENTORING MBA STUDENTS
Minsun Kim, PhD
William C. Woolf Endowed Rising Star Professor in Business
LSUS is going global as a trio of graduate students mentored by
Minsun Kim vie for top honors in a international hospitality industry
competition.
Using Zoom, the MBA students–Brandi Chambless, Ryan Dickerson
and Nicole McVey–put together a study on the opportunities and
challenges facing the Tokyo hospitality market amidst the COVID-19
pandemic and the planned 2020 Olympics. After a live online
presentation on November 22, the LSUS team won second place in the
graduate division of the STR Student Market Competition.
“This is the first time we did this,” Dr. Kim said. “We have had many,
many meetings via Zoom. It was challenging but enjoyable. I was fortunate to meet these talented students.”
The international competition was the next step for students who earned hospitality (Continued on next page)
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industry certifications after taking Dr. Kim’s graduate course. She has been instrumental in helping LSUS
launch an undergraduate course concentration in hospitality while adding certification opportunities in a
graduate course and an undergraduate course.
“We have over 40 students at the MBA level who have earned certifications,” she said.
Outside the virtual classroom, Dr. Kim is researching other aspects of the hospitality industry, including a joint
project with Dr. Mehdi Darban, the management information systems professor at LSUS, to study whether
augmented compared to a price cut for consumers looking for Airbnb-type lodgings.
“Interdisciplinary research is so important because it allows scholars to answer questions that could not be
addressed with the approaches of just one field,” Dr. Kim said.
She praises the spirit of cooperation she sees at LSUS and the warm welcome she received when she joined
the faculty about two and a half years ago.
“At LSUS, the people are amazing. They are very supportive,” Dr. Kim said. “I’m really hoping the school
continues growing. I just want to say thank you for the donors who support our school.”

LEADING THE WAY ONLINE
Tami Knotts, DBA
Alta and John Franks Foundation Endowed MBA Professor
Dr. Tami Knotts’ years of leadership in online learning supported the
preparation of a virtual-ready College of Business faculty prior to the
COVID-19 pandemic taking hold in early 2020.
As director of the LSUS online MBA program, Knotts was already
facilitating learning all over the world through an online platform.
“Our experience with online learning in the MBA program had already
led to the creation of university processes and procedures for online
classes because the MBA has been a leader in the online space for
years,” Dr. Knotts said. “Our College of Business faculty who teach in
the MBA served as mentors for faculty who were not as familiar with online learning.”
She said she’s grateful for the professorship funding, which helped her equip her home office so she could
communicate seamlessly and securely with students and faculty members at any time.
Dr. Knotts continues exploring improved technology options for students and faculty. She also searches for
more real-world experiences that prepare MBA students for business industry careers after graduation.
“Accredited MBA programs have an obligation to integrate business trends throughout the curriculum.
As part of this ongoing effort, the MBA has courses with embedded industry certifications, peer-to-peer
learning opportunities with group projects, a virtual international lecture series featuring executives from
different countries and a new accounting concentration which prepares students for externally administered
certifications,” Dr. Knotts said. “As new trends emerge, the College of Business faculty remain vigilant in
finding ways to incorporate them into our classes.”
Dr. Knotts is continuing her family’s legacy in education.
“My parents were both educators and inspired my passion for teaching and leadership,” she said. “My mom
was my second-grade teacher, and my dad was my high school principal.”
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College of Sciences
RESEARCHING HEALTHY RIVERS

Tauhidul Alam, PhD
Wheless, Meadows and Sartar Endowed Professorship in Computer Science
Dr. Tauhidul Alam is developing a computer model on how to predict whether rivers are healthy for fish, plants
and people. Working with the Red River Watershed Management Institute, Dr. Alam is using water samples from
the river near the Anderson Watershed Research Station to gather data for the project. Student assistant Jeremy
Severic, a computer science major and member of the LSUS Bass Fishing Team, is helping with the project.
Severic is collecting water samples from a single spot over a period of several hours and at several locations over
shorter intervals–a few minutes–to provide the numbers a computer will crunch. The samples are analyzed for pH,
turbidity, dissolved oxygen and chlorophyll and other measures of water quality.
“Later, we will also deploy water surface vehicles, incorporated with several off-the-shelf water quality monitoring
sensors, such as pH, CO2, temperature, salinity, oxidation reduction potential (ORP) and dissolved oxygen,” Dr.
Alam said.
He and students will use data interpolation and machine learning methods to create a model that can predict water
quality throughout the Red River.
“This project could be critical to tackle issues with the lack of clean water and water pollution by monitoring water
quality of aquatic environments that have very little protection,” Dr. Alam said. “It is worth mentioning that our
nearby Red River is a major contributor to Shreveport’s economy as it plays a crucial role for several practical
purposes, such as irrigation water for a myriad of agricultural operations, Red River alluvial aquifers and treated
wastewater.”

GOVERNOR JOHN BEL EDWARDS PRESENTS LOUISIANA ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT GRANT IN NEW CYBER COLLABORATORY
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In Memoriam
If you would like to contribute to either memorial fund, please visit LSUSFoundation.org
Dr. Tara Williams-Hart lost her battle with cancer August
25, 2020.

Dr. Williams-Hart returned to her roots when she joined the LSU
Shreveport faculty in 2003. A graduate of Caddo Magnet High
School in Shreveport, she earned a bachelor’s degree in natural
sciences with a biology concentration from Spelman College
in 1994. She earned her master’s degree in biochemistry and
molecular biology in 2000 and her doctorate in biochemistry and
molecular biology in 2003.
She was a professor in the LSUS Department of Biological
Sciences, where she mentored future science professionals.
She earned numerous Excellence in Teaching awards and held
memberships in leadership and scientific honor societies.
Her research into molecular genetics using Saccharomyces
cerevisiae (budding yeast) as a model organism was published
in numerous scientific journals, and she was designated a
“Distinguished Researcher” with the Louisiana Biomedical
Research Network and the National Institutes of Health.
COVID-19 claimed the life of
20, 2020.

Dr. Al McKinney on September

Dr. McKinney joined the LSU Shreveport faculty in 1974 as an
associate professor of science and mathematics. Throughout his
career at LSUS, he served in many capacities, including director
of academic and administrative computing, professor and chair
of Computer Science, director of the Master’s Program in Systems
Technology and dean of the College of Sciences.
He earned a bachelor’s degree at Louisiana Tech University in
1959 and earned a master’s degree at Louisiana Tech in 1961. He
received his doctoral degree in mathematics/computer science
from the University of Oklahoma in Norman, Oklahoma, in 1972.
He most recently served as interim chair of Computer Science
and director of the Master of Science in Computer Systems
Technology Program at LSUS until he retired in May 2020.
He continued studying throughout his career, delving into
computer graphics and artificial intelligence, among other topics.
Dr. Carlos Spaht, a long-time colleague, said Dr. McKinney was a
gifted scholar with a kind heart.
“He was a humble man coupled with a tremendous amount of
ability. he was genuine, highly intelligent, kind to all, and so, so conscientious,” Dr. Spaht said. “He was my
mentor, my encourager, my prayer partner. He made a tremendous difference in my life and the lives of so
many others.”
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LSUS HELPS STUDENTS
DEVELOP DIGITAL DEXTERITY
There are many amazing things happening at LSUS, with large-scale projects continuing despite the challenges
posed by COVID-19. Many facilities on campus are getting a much-needed upgrade as the university remains
focused on meeting the needs of the 21st century student. Some of the enhancements to student life
include the upgraded Pilots Pointe Apartments, new dining and refreshment options at the Port and Stacks
Smoothies and Tea, access to free grocery and self-care items at the Food Pantry, the Barnes & Noble-run
university bookstore, new fitness facilities and a brand new Student Organization Lounge. The university is
also providing more options for academic development through the Student Success Center, along with the
upcoming Business Intelligence Lab, and the completely renovated Science Lecture Auditorium.
These new academic facilities represent the university’s transformation to an outcome-focused institution,
where students have the ability to participate in more applied learning opportunities and develop Digital
Dexterity, a key skill necessary for success in the ever-evolving digital economy. Two new facilities work handin-hand to achieve this goal: The Idea Space and the Cyber Collaboratory.
The LSUS Idea Space, designed around the Stanford Design-Thinking model, allows faculty to teach students
how to systematically problem-solve through creative thinking in an environment with minimal technology.
By limiting reliance on technological solutions, students are encouraged to systematically work through
challenges individually, or in small teams. One of the critical competencies 21st century employers are looking
for in graduates is creativity in problem-solving. Through this center, and the academic courses that utilize the
space, LSUS is teaching students how to be critical-thinkers, and how to problem-solve. These solutions can
then be taken over to the Cyber Collaboratory for implementation through the use of technology.
The LSUS Cyber Collaboratory is a state-of-the-art immersive learning space where students, faculty,
and industry partners can come together to discuss, research and create their visions utilizing the latest
technology. From industrial metal, carbon fiber and large-scale 3D printing, to robotics, virtual reality, and
even esports, there are a wide range of technologies available for almost any project. Students can experience
data visualization and research areas for industrial controls, disaster recovery, smart cities, cyber security and
more. The Collab also has a Euclideon Holographic Wall and Table for immersive interaction with architectural
layouts, GIS maps and engineering rendering.
“A multidisciplinary faculty committee is already at work, focused on curricular changes to help prepare all
LSUS students to be successful in the 21st century workforce,” said LSUS Vice Chancellor Dr. Julie Lessiter,
who leads strategic initiatives for the university. “This includes the infusion of new concepts into general
education and strengthening cutting-edge disciplinary fields of importance to Northwest Louisiana.”
These two centers allow students to take what they learn in the classroom and contextualize it through handson and real-world project opportunities. It’s just another way LSUS is helping its students Pilot their Dreams.
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CURATING SHREVEPORT’S STORIES
Cheryl White, PhD
Hubert Humphreys Endowed Professorship in History
Director of Academic Initiatives for the Spring Street Museum
length manuscript on the above topic tentatively titled
The Surest Path to Heaven: Shreveport Martyrs of 1873,
which is awaiting publication.”
She and her co-authors plan to produce a short film
about the five priests.
Now Dr. White is working on an interdisciplinary
comparison of the COVID-19 pandemic with the Yellow
Fever epidemic. In 2021, the Spring Street Museum will
put on an exhibit about how COVID-19 affected Shreveport
and Bossier City.
An LSUS alum, Dr. White has come full circle in her career.
Dr. Cheryl White shares the stories behind the
history that shaped northwest Louisiana.
A dynamic lecturer, she is equally comfortable in
the classroom or on live Facebook chats. This year,
she and other LSUS professors delivered popular
talks during the COVID-19 shutdown to put the
current pandemic in perspective.
When the LSUS Foundation took over operation
of the Spring Street Museum on behalf of LSU
Shreveport, Dr. White stepped into a new role,
coordinating academic programs and new
exhibits at the museum. The museum will offer
new opportunities for hands-on learning through
internships available to LSUS students.
Earlier this year, she delivered virtual talks from the
Spring Street Museum in conjunction with special
virtual exhibits on the centennial celebration of
the 19th Amendment, which gave women the right
to vote and the Yellow Fever epidemic of 1873 in
Shreveport.
Much of her research in the past year focused on
heroes of the Yellow Fever epidemic–five Catholic
priests who gave their lives caring for the sick and
dying. The Vatican is considering those priests
for sainthood, and White is providing information
about their work.
“I completed the research and writing of formal
portfolio for the Congregation for the Causes of
the Saints at the Vatican for five priests who died
here in Shreveport during the 1873 Yellow Fever
epidemic,” Dr. White said. “I’ve co-written a book12

“Who knew that all these years after graduating from
LSUS, I would be here teaching, researching, doing all
this?” Dr. White said. “It’s wonderful!”

Endowments and Holders
• Samuel and Mary Abramson Endowed Professorship in the College of Arts and Sciences in Support of
the Samuel and Mary Abramson Distinguished Lecture Series at LSUS - Tibor Szarvas
• AEP Swepco LaPREP Super Professorship - Carlos Spaht
• American Studies Endowed Chair - William Pederson
• Joe and Abby Averett Endowed Professorship in Business - Karen James
• Pete and Linda Ballard Professorship in Accounting - Carl Smolinski
• Bank One (JP Morgan Chase) Jerry Boughton Endowed Professorship in Business - Chengho Hsieh
• BellSouth Corporation Endowed Professorship in Business Administration - Binshan Lin
• BlueCross BlueShield of Louisiana Endowed Professorship in Business - Timothy Shaughnessy
• Lisa Burke Bioinformatics Professorship - Urska Cvek
• Riemer and Marcia Calhoun Professorship in Education - Melissa Hawthorne
• Capital One Endowed Professorship in Education - Iris Johnson
• Harman and Renae Chandler Professorship for Masters of Biological Sciences Program - Amy Erickson
• Dr. Dalton and Peggy Cloud Endowed Professional in Communications - Claire Joa
• Oscar Cloyd Real Estate Super Professorship - Doug Bible
• Don and Earlene Coleman Red River Watershed Management Institute Professorship Michael Maguigan
• Dr. Norman A. Dolch Super Professorship in Nonprofit Administration - Helen Wise
• James K. Elrod Super Professorship in Health Administration - John Fortenberry
• Alta and John Franks Foundation Professorship for Master of Business Administration Program Tami Knotts
• James C. and Ann W. Gardner Professorship in Civic Engagement and Leadership - Felice Williams
• Kelly Kemp Graves Professorship in Early Childhood Education - Linda Zhang
• O. Delton Harrison, Jr. Professorship for Master of Liberal Arts Program - Elisabeth Liebert
• Hubert and Pat Hervey Professorship for the Museum of Life Sciences in the College of Sciences Pending New Appointment
• Bobbie Hicks Super Professorship for the Pioneer Heritage Center Authors in April Program Marty Young
• Hubert Humphreys Endowed Professorship of History - Cheryl White
• India Studies Super Professorship - Sanjay Menon
• Bradley S. Kemp Endowed Professorship to Support the LSUS Debate Team - Trey Gibson
• George A. Khoury, Jr. Super Professorship in Space Science - Pending New Appointment
• George and Regina Khoury Super Professorship in Sciences - Stephen Banks
• Kilpatrick Life Insurance Endowed Chair of Insurance and Financial Services - Harvey Rubin
• LSUS Alumni Association Vincent J. Marsala Professorship in Teaching Excellence - Vikki Hrody
• LSU Shreveport Museum of Life Sciences Endowed Curatorship - Laurence Hardy
• Max M. and Jasmine Morelock Endowed Professorship in Chemistry in the College of Arts and Sciences
- William Yu
• Ruth H. Noel Endowed Chair for the Curatorship of the James Smith Noel Collection Alexander Mikaberidze
• Sybil T. and Frederick Patten Professorship for Excellence in Teaching in Liberal Arts - Allen Garcie
• Armand and Lynn Roos Professorship in Business and Health Administration - Mary Lois White
• Abe Sadoff Endowed Chair in Bioinformatics - Marjan Trutschl
• Mary Anne and Leonard Selber Endowed Professorship in Liberal Arts - Gary Joiner
• Bruce and Steve Simon Endowed Professorship in Language and Literature - Samuel Cannon
• Elmer N. and Barbara Simon Endowed Professorship for Excellence in Teaching - Chris Hale
• Miriam M. Sklar Professorship in Theoretical Math and Physics - Zsolt Lengvarszky
• Dr. Richard K. Speairs Endowed Professorship in Field Biology - Beverly Burden
• Ventie B. Stewart, Jr. Endowed Professorship in the College of Education and Human Development for
Student Teachers - Debbie Williams
• Goodloe Stuck Endowed Professorship for the Department of Psychology - Yong Dai
• Wesson-Bridger Endowed Professorship in Teacher Education - Cay Evans
• Wheless, Meadows and Sarter Endowed Rising Star in Computer Science Professorship - Tauhidul Alam
• Williams B. Wiener, Jr. Endowed Professorship of Archives and History Preservation in the Noel Library Laura McLemore
• Dalton J. Woods Family Endowed Professorship in Education - Pending New Appointment
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• William C. Woolf Endowed Rising Star Professorship in Business - Minsun Kim

At a time when other
universities saw enrollment
plummet, LSUS celebrated
an all-time record,
with more than 10,000
students enrolled.
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