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More than two decades after it became the nation's first soccer-specific stadium, Historic Crew 
Stadium can claim another first.  

This week, the stadium's field became the first in the nation to be covered in an octagon-shaped 

dome. 

"There have been irregular shaped domes, but not an irregular shape on this scale," said 
Donato Fraioli, in sales and product development at his family's business, ASATI, the New York 
firm that is installing the dome. 

"There's nothing else like it on the planet," said Fraioli, whose grandfather founded ASATI in 
1963. "Most domes are built in squares and rectangles. If you look at the Crew’s stadium, it’s 
actually an elongated octagon. My proposal was to make 100 percent of this field available 
under the dome." 

 

ASATI, the world's largest installer of inflatable domes with more than 5,000 completed, built the 
dome in New York and started installing it the end of October. It was inflated on Tuesday 
with two giant air-handling systems. 

The dome measures approximately 383 feet long, 252 wide and 79 feet high. It covers the field 
only, not any seats.  

The Crew installed the seasonal dome to allow Historic Crew Stadium to be used year-round as 
a practice field by the team and its Academy training program. 
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"We wanted to continue the legacy of Historic Crew Stadium," said Phil Dangerfield, vice 
president of operations for Haslam Sports Group, a partner in the Crew ownership. 

"We knew we wanted to continue to activate Historic Crew Stadium whether for soccer  use or 

large-scale concerts or events. This lets us use the site 365 days a year." 

The domed field complements the three open-air fields added earlier this year next to the 

stadium in the 42,000-square-foot OhioHealth Performance Center. 

 



The dome is made of vinyl-covered polyester and wrapped in a fishnet of steel cables that allow 
the dome to withstand wind, snow and rain just like a conventional building. A 70-foot-wide strip 
in the middle of the dome is translucent, allowing natural light in. Otherwise, 128 LED lights 

illuminate the field. 

ASATI has worked with professional sports teams worldwide, including 14 NFL teams, but 

Fraioli said this is the first time the company has worked with an MLS team.  

"This is a big opportunity for us to break into the MLS world, a great showcase for us to show 

what we can do," he said. "I see a bright future in the MLS." 

Dangerfield declined to say what the dome cost beyond calling it "a significant investment." 

The dome is the latest change in the transition of the Historic Crew Stadium site, off Interstate 
71 north of the Ohio Expo Center. In addition to the OhioHealth Performance Center, Columbus 
Mayor Andrew Ginther has proposed building a multi-use sports park on the south and east 
sides of the stadium. 

ASATI expects to wrap up the three-week installation of the dome at the end of the week, but 
they'll be back.  

In the spring, they'll deflate the dome, unhook it, wrap it up and store it for the summer before 
reinflating it next fall.  
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