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» The long trail toward a championship had it all: twists, turns, snags and sweet Success ...
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The banquet to cap all banquets

By GARY HENERY
bports Whriter

[t was a season for the ages

Back in the heat and humidity of

August, a dream was born amid the
dust and sweat on the practice lield

On a cold, blustery afternoon In
November, that dream became a real-
ity

Big Walnut celebrated the
school’s, and Delaware County's, first
Ohio  High  School  Athletic
Association state football champi-
onship at the annual football awards
banquet at the Sunbury United
Methodist Church

Coach Scott Wetzel’s Golden
Eagles, puting a school-record 14-1
season 1n the books, captured the
Division I crown with a 17-10 victo-
ry over Licking Valley at Canton’s
Fawcett Stadium
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Matt Emmons: Photography
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Cover Picture: Matt Emmons

Along the way, Big Walnut found
time to defend 1ts Ohio Capital
Conference Capital Division champi-
onship, sharing the top spot with
Olentangy Liberty with a 4-1 record.

“I knew we had the makings of
something special after our annual
preseason senior rafting trip to Wesl
Virgimia,” coach Weltzel said. "We
always meet as a group before we
return home and I try to get the Kids
involved as to the direction we the
season to take. This year [ didn’t have
top say a lot ... the seniors ook il
upon themselves to set the shmdard
That made my job really easy.’

On a night of awards, seven
Golden Eagles, including seniors
Ethan We (/Ll Chad Williams, Cory
Wolfe, Garrett Koehler and Alex
Yarnell along with jumors Will
Studlien and Jon Smith were singled
out for their individual contributions
to the championship season

Studhien, Big Walnut's outstanding
senior middle hnebacker who was
voted the Associated Press Division
11 Central District and All-Ohio
defensive player of lhc year, was rec-
ognized as the team’s most valuable
player on defense

Please see AWARDS, Page 11

Coach Scott Wetzel honors the seniors at the season-ending awards banquet.
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| knew we had the makings of something special after our annual
preseason rafting trip to West Virginia.

— Scott Wetzel,
Big Walnut coach
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Bic WaLNUT 35, ROSSFORD 2

Golden Eagles pound Bulldogs

By GARY HENERY
Sports Writer

SUNBURY — All is well in Golden Eagle
Nauon

Big Walnut, behind a solid ground attack led by
seniors Ethan Wetzel, Cory Wolfe and Trevor
Tutorow, piled up 352 yards of total offense in a 35-
2 romp over Rossford in OHSAA Division 11l
Regronal quarterfinal action Fnday night at Golden
Eagle Stadium

"1 thought we came out and ook care of busi-
ness,” Golden Eagle head Scott Wetzel said. “We
ran the ball extremely well, and I can‘t say enough
about our defense . we really did a nice job of
shutting Rossford down "

With semior quarterback Ethan Wetzel at the con-
trols after sutfening a concussion at the conclusion
ol a touchdown run on the final play of the first half
in last Fnday's loss to New Albany, Big Walnut ( 10-
I) raced out to a 21-0 halfume lead and never
looked back.

Tutorow tallied Big Walnut's first two touch-
downs. His first came on a 7-yard run which capped
a 6-play, 65-yard march with 23.4 seconds left n
the opeming penod. Wolfe's 36-yard run to the
Rossford seven set up the score. Andrew Dronsfield
was successful on the first of five point-after con-
VETSIONS.
~ Tutorow scored on the ensuing senes, going 1n
trom 3-yards out to end an 8-play, S1-yard dnve
with 9:24 remaining in the second quarter. Wolfe s
16-yard scamper gave the hosts a first-and-goal on
the Bulldogs' three j

Ethan Wetzel, completing thee of four passes for
31 yards and rushing for 30 yards in four carmes.
accounted for all eight plays in a 60-yard senes that
saw the quarterback score on a 14-vard run with
6:30 left 1n the half. '

By the half, Big Walnut had outgained Rossford
by 218 yards, 225 to 7

“They had more bullets then we had.” Rossford
head coach Chns Werbylo said. “We've been hit by
Injunes the last couple of weeks Our leading rush-
¢r (Jumor Brandon Huner, 875 yards in 145 cames)
did not play and running back Ricardo Ross (717
yards, 98 cames) and wingback Tyler Waclawsk
(397 yards, 69 cames) were slowed by ankle
mjunes.

A SEASsON TO REMEMBER

Mat!t Emmons

Big Walnut's Will Studlien wraps up a Rossford runner in first-round playoff action.

Big Walnut came back and put the game out ol
reach with two (hird-quarter touchdowns. Ethan
Wetzel, breaking free around his own left end,
scored on a 73-yard scamper at the 10:25 mark of
the third penod.

Back-up quarterback Garrett Kochler, who also
left last Fnday’s New Albany game with a concus-
sion, took over behind center and led the Golden
Eagles on a 2-play, 56-yard senes that ended on

Wolle's S0-yard run. Wolfe finished with 128 yards
In 10 camies
_ Ethan Wetzel, who was held out of practice untl
nil{rsda) before receving medical clearance (o stant
dganst the Bulldogs, fimished with 188 yards in total
offense, 136 coming on the ground in 13 camies. He
Was held of the Golden Eagles’ defensive backfield
for precautionary measures.

"I was a lie skattish on our first senes,” Ethan

Wetzel sard, “but once I had contact I settled in. On
defense, they didn’t do anything we didn't expect . ..
it felt good to get back out on the field

For Bulldogs, it was a long might offensively

Rossford (6-5), which came into the game aver-
aging 24.9 points and 304.9 yards, including 34.7
pomnts dunng the Bulldogs™ scason-ending three-
game winming streak, struggled to break the 100-
yard bamer with 104 yards 1n 59 plays. On the
ground, where the Bulldogs averaged 202.7 yards
per game dunng the regular season, they managed
only 45 yards in 46 cames

Of the Bulldogs' 13 senes, 10 ended in punts

Rossford’s lone score came with 4.44 left in the
third period on a safety when Big Walnut punter
Chns Franklin watched the snap sail over his head
and scoot out of the end zone

“Our defense played a greal game against a team
that had success 1n a league with Division I and [T
schools we pretty much took away what they
wanted to do,” coach Wetzel said

"I know where coach Werbylo is coming from
when you are not at full strength due (o injunes,”
coach Wetzel continued. “*We played tonight without
our staring ught end Jared Suvak (knee), and we
weren't sure with the status of our two quarterbacks

It's tough

“Give therr kids credit,” coach Wetzel continued
“They hung in their and played hard untl the end.”

Werbylo, who watched his club lose 1its fifth
strnght first-round game, sand Big Walnut compared
favorably to teams in the Northem Lakes League

“Big Walnut 1s a very good football tecam that
executed (herr game plan tomight,” Werbylo said.
“They would compare favorably to Division |
Perrysburg which finished second in our confer-
ence,”
“It feels good to be back n the Sweet Sixteen,”
coach Wetzel smd. “That was a goal the guys had set
at the beginning the season .. they want to go deep-
er in the playoffs than they did last year™

The Golden Eagles wall face fifth-seed Shelby (9-
2), a 35-7 wanner over Bellefontaine (9-2) last mght
at Bellefontaine, next Frniday might at a site and team
o be determimed.

Big Walnut reached the Division Il Regional
semifinals where they were sidelined by Keltenng
Alter.

NEw ALBANY 24, Bic WAaLNUT 17

New Albany stuns B

Loss denies Golden
Eagles outright
0CC Capital title

By GARY HENERY
Sports Writer
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COLUMBUS —
Golden Eagles continue to gath-
er momentum ...

Unbeaten and state-ranked

Bic WarLNuT 44, FRANKLIN HEIGHTS 18

Eagles cruise

By GARY HENERY
Sports Writer

ball and took advantage of our
opporiunitics.”
Talk about opportunities
Ethan Wetzel's touchdown
was set up when Chns
Franklin’s punt on the Golden
Eagles’ first possession hit a

The

SUNBURY —
Disappointment!

For the second year in a row
The Golden Eagles watched an
outnght Ohio Capital
Conference Capital Division
football championship shp
through their fingers

New Albany (7-3, 3-2),
chinging to shim OHSAA
Playoff hopes, upset second
state-ranked Big Walnut 24-17
to hand the 9-1, 4-1 Golden
Eagles their first loss of the
season Frniday might at Golden
Eagle Stadium. The loss, com-
bined with Liberty’s 34-7 vic-
tory over Franklin Heights
gave the 8-2, 4-1 Patnots a
share of the Capital Division
utle

“New Albany’s a good foot-
ball team that came n tonight
with something to play for

and they got 1t done,” Big
Walnut head coach Scou
Wetzel said. “We had our

chances, especially in the sec-
ond half, but we didn’t get 1t
done ™

The visiung Eagles, who
tratled 14-10 after the first 36
minutes, dominated the final
12. Jumor 6-foot-2, 245-pound
running back Michael Morrow
scored on a 3-yard run 34 sec-
onds mnto the fourth quarter to
give New Albany a 17-14 lead,
therr first since a 10-7 late sec-
ond-penod lead.

Big Walnut answered when
senior place kicker Andrew
Dronsfield booted a 23-yard
ficld goal to tie the game at 17-
all wath 5:51 remaining to play.
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Lenny C. Lepola

Big Walnut senior linebacker Mark Nelson brings down New Albany’s running back
Charles Fry (13) during the first half of Friday night's OCC Capital Division matchup at

Golden Eagle Stadium.

The sconng senies started on
the New Albany 28, but an 1lle-
gal motion penalty stalled the
dnve

New Albany wasted httle
(ime regaining the momentum
After Dronsfield’s kickoff
sailed out of bounds giving the
Eagles possession on their own
35, semor quarterback Tristan
Moore broke free around his
own left end and outraced the
Big Walnut secondary for what
turmed out to be a game-win-
ning 65-yard scoring run
Collin Show converted his third
point after for the 24-17 margin
of victory.

Moore completed 10 of 16

v
N
-

passes tor 118 yards, adding
130 yards on 6 carries

New Albany semior safety
Chnis Irwin settled the issue for
the Eagles

Sentor quarterback Garrelt
Kochler, replacing  starter
Ethan Wetzel who left the
game with a concussion on the
final play of the first half, led a
late Big Walnut charge that
ended when Irwin stepped 1n
front of a pass mtended for
Junior spht end Nick Heiden at
the goal line

[rwin had given the visitors
an carly 7-0 lead, hauling in a
36-yard scoring pass from
Moore with 7:13 left in the first

half

Our guys came in with
something to play for .. they
felt like they had something to
prove,” New Albany head
Coach Mark Mueller said. “I
thought we came back out and
Played well in the second half
against a very good Big Walnut
lcam ™

New Albany finished ninth
N the Division 11 Region 7
Computer Ratings and did not
Mmake the playofts

After New Albany went up
10-7 on Show’s 32-yard field
goal with | 44 remaining in the
opcning  quarter, the Golden
Please see EAGLES, Page 8

Big Walnut clinched a ue with
Liberty for the Ohio Capiutal
Conlerence Capital Division
championship with a 44-18 vic-
tory over Franklin Heights
Fnday mght

The 9-0, 4-0 Golden Eagles.

ranked first in the OHSAA
Dvision II Region 10 Ratings
and second behind Canal Fulton
Northwest in the AP Division
IT poll, hold a one-game lead
over 6-2, 3-1 Labenty, a 23-21
winner at Dublin Scioto last
mght with one week remaining
on the conference schedule. Big
Walnut shared the OCC Cap
crown with Watkins Memonal
last season

“We went out, played our
game and took care of busi-
ness,” Big Walnut head coach
Scott Wetzel said said of his
team’s victory over the 4-5, 0-4
Falcons. "It would have been
easy for us to come down here
and not be ready to play, but our
kids came 1n ready to play”

And take carc of business
they did

The Golden Eagles scored
three touchdowns in the first 10
minules and never looked back.
Senmor  quarterback  Ethan
Wetzel scored on a 3-yard run at
9:16 and hooked up with senior
sphit end Derek Jones on a 9-
yard sconng pass at 4:24 before
semor running back Cory Wolfe
scored on a 2-yard run at 2.12
for an carly 20-0 Big Walnut
lead.

“1 thought out Kids came out
focused aganst a Frankhn
Heights team that can be explo-
sive,” coach Wetzel said. “"We
played smart, aggressive foot-

Franklin Heights player and
was recovered on the Falcon 27
which set up the S-play sconng
SCres

Alter Big Walnut drove 83-
yards in 9 plays following the
Falcons second punt to take a
13-0 lead on the Wetzel-Jones
touchdown pass, the Golden
Eagles caught another break.

Forced 1o punt for the third
tume in the penod, Falcon quar-
terback-punter Michael
Chandler watched helplessly as
the snap soared over his out-
stretched hands, downing the
ball on the 2-yard line to set up
the first of two Wolfe sconng
runs

Big Walnut, puting a 25
yvard Garrett Kochler-to-Wolfe
touchdown pass and a 22-yard
Andy Dronsfield field goal on
the scoreboard in the second
quarter, took a 30-6 lead into the
imntermmission.

Al the end of the first 24
minutes, Ethan Wetzel and
backup quarterback Koehler
had combined to complete 7 of
11 passes for 101 yards and two
scores. On the ground, the
Golden Eagles had rushed for
122 yards in 23 cames.

“We played a very efficient
first half,” coach Wetzel sad

Not to be overlooked was the
Big Walnut first-half defense
which held Franklin Heights to
a net 10 yards n total offense.
The Falcons were a minus 43
yards rushing in 12 carnes
while Chandler completed 8-13
passes for 33 yards.

The Falcons’ lone first-half

Please see CRUISE, Page 9

Congratulations Big Walnut Golden Eagls 4

If you know of anyone who needs a caring, competent Real |
your home, from Professional General Contracting
save you thousands of dollars,

. ls
A .

Istate Professional refer them to A-List Realty. Any need having to do with
referrals, to Free Home Buying and Home Selling Reports and information that could
call 24 hours a day 1-800-380-9546 Ext. 1030 or visit us on-line at www.alistrealty.com.
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B1G WALNUT 17, L1CKING VALLEY 10

Big Walnut weathers Storm

By GARY HENERY
Sports writer

CANTON — Defense wins champi-
onships ... you'd belter believe it

Big Walnut, nding clutch defensive
eflforts by semor safety Joe Reed and
jumor comerback Nick Heiden, won
Delaware County’s first-ever OHSAA
State football championship wath a 17-10
victory over Licking Valley in Fnday's
Division HI finals at Fawcett Stadium in
Canton,

“We've hung our hats on our defense
all season,” Golden Eagle head coach
Scott Wetzel said after watching his
offense struggle agminst Licking Valley
“Today was no different ... our defense 1s
the reason we are bnnging a state champi-
onship back to Sunbury ™

Reed scored two touchdowns, one on a
state champtonship game record intercep-
uon retum and the second on a game-
clinching 41-yard fumble recovery for a
score. Heiden- picked off two Nick
Philhps™ passes in the final three minutes
to seal the decision

Big Walnut (14-1) sent an carly mes-
sage to the Panthers when Reed stepped in
front of an underthrown Drew Ryan pass
on a fake reverse at the Big Walnut 46 and
returned 1t 34 yards for a touchdown for an
early 7-0 Golden Eagle lead with 621
remaining n the opening quarter

"I got a good read on Ryan as the play
developed,” Reed said. “We knew they
would run tnck plays from time to ume
[ was in the nght place at the nght tme "

The 54-yard retum was a champi-
onship game record, eclipsing mark of 46
vards set by Elyna Catholic’s Ron Traut
against Cincinnat McNicholas in 1984 at
Ohio Stadium

Junior hneman Colton Gnffis got into
the act, recovenng a Colton McCany fum-
ble at the Panther 28, Five plays later
Andrew Dronsfield booted a 29-yard field
goal with 1:20 left in the first half to send
the Golden Eagles into the intermussion
with a 10-0 lead.

By the half, Big Walnut's defense had
himited Licking Valley to 72 yards in 28
plays. On the other side of the ledger, the
Golden Eagles had gained only 47 yards in
21 plays

"We were well prepared,” semor out-
side linebacker Mark Nelson said of Big
Walnut's defensive performance. “Licking
Valley ran pretty much what we expected

there were no surpnses.”

Junior muddle linebacker Will Studlhien
led the Golden Eagles defensively with 22
tackles, 7 unassisted. Nelson followed
with 19 tackles, 9 of the unassisted vanety

Licking Valley (13-2), down but not
out, came back out and dominated the sec-
ond half, outgaining Big Walnut 250 to 62,
catching the Golden Eagles at 10-10 going
into the final 12 minutes.

The Panthers got on the board with
5.27 left when a bad snap from center
cluded quarterback Ethan Wetzel and
scooted out of the end zone for a safety
That was one of four errant snaps on the
evening

“Unul tomght, I don't think we had had
a bad snap all scason,” coach Wetzel saud

Followming senior Chns Franklin's 49-
yard punt, Licking Valley mounted an 8-
play 57-yard march that ended on junior
running back Storm Klein's 8-yard sconng
run with 2:04 left in the thurd quarter
Quarterback Nick Phullips and ught end
Vince German hooked up on a 2-point
conversion pass to te the game at 10-all

“We went back to the basics, to what

SEAS

oN TOo REMpvigeR

o Licking v«'l“L‘\' }

Randy Baughma! \'“d‘. We got away that
in the first half -I “i‘ ::;\:L“jh((; come back
y : d 7|.l\ a 80 g s ‘ a l—..
llnl'\"lr:nc‘. who b L_Ommmt‘d o Ohio
State as o junior collccted 16 yards of his
sz;unc-hugh 155 .‘““l‘ N the Panthers SEC-
nd-half surge
(mj\'{t did a niKce 'L".{? Containing Kline,”
coach Wetzel S¥¢ TN 10 came to
defending our oppOnents best player, our
defense rose to the hallenge throughouy
the playofis

“He's a load.
keeps cormung at X |

The Golden Ea£1¢S Quickly quelled the
Panther momentuit

[t started nm\\""”_}' enough as Big
Walnut junior tackle Kalven Baer recoy-
ered a Josh Baley fumble at the Big
Walnut 26. On ’.'“3 second play, tadback
Corv Wolfe m,;-'wcd 'folluwmg a 19-vard
pain, but Reed. cOMINE over 1o throw a
block from his flanker position, scooped
up the loose ball 0 the dead run, racing 4
yards to put the O Iden E:ugI'L‘\ back on top
17-10 following Dronsfield’s second suc-
cessful point after CONVersion with 4:59 to

gol us here, ad coach

\c!;on added. “He just

pY

play .
‘T was busting my butt to be in posiuon

1o throw a block for Cory, As I got there
the ball came out and T was able to pick it
up and score. | was thinking, “What's
going on”"  Reed said. “It was funny that
Corv fumbled because the same thing hap-
pened last week and the ball came night o
me and | scored from two yards against
Monroc. Weird

Reed tumed emotional when asked
what the state championship meant (o um
and his tecammales

“It's something we have focused on
since our loss to Kettening Alter (Regional

finals) last scason.” Reed said, his voice
cracking. “It's a dream come true.

Heiden single-handedly put the game
away for the Golden Eagles

Licking Valley watched the veteran cor
nerback short-circunt two sustained senes
in the closing munutes as Heiden picked
ofl Phullips™ passes at the Big Walnut 28
with 248 remaming and at the Golden
Eagle 11 with 25 ucks left on the clock.

“On the first interception, I got a got
read on the ball,” smd Heiden, who had a
102-degree temperature Thursday night
“The second one, someone tipped the ball
and in fell nght into my anms.”

“It just wasn’t meant to be,” Baughman
said. “We kept battling and if the game had
gone another five minutes, I do think we
would have scored.”

After watching his charges turn the ball
over five times, Baughman had nothing
but praise Big Walnut's defense

“They do a good job creating tumovers,
YOu can sec why they are successful .
that’s a great football team.” Baughman
said, adding “1'm proud of my team. They
battled back they didn’t quit ... we just
dldql take advantage of our opportuni
thes.

“The loss hurts, but it’s not the end of
the world” Panthers senior lineman
Donald Houston sad. “We have some

200d memories of this season — and a lot
of hife to live

Licking Valley dominated the game's
”‘a'cnmc stat sheet with 18 first downs and
322 yards in 74 plays Phillips was 6-for-
|3 far 52 yards and two interceptions.

B-Y companson, Big Walnut fimished
with just three first downs and 109 vards in
36 plays. Wolfe rushed for 40 yards in nine
carries. Ethan Wetzel completed 2 of 10
passes for 13 yards

—

Friday, November 30
OHSAA Playofts
Division ll State Finals
Al Fawcett Stadium
Canton
Big Walnut 17, Licking Valley 10

LICKING VALLEY 0 0
BIG WALNUT

10 010
7 3 0 717

First Quarter

BW-—Reed 54 interception return
| (Dronsfield kack), 621

Second Quarter

BW-—Dronsfield 33 FG, 120

Third Quarter

LV—Safety. bal snapped out of end
zone, 527

V—Kilein 8 run (V. German pass)
204

Fourth Quarter

BW—Reed, 41-yard fumble return
(Dronsfield kick), 929

Team, Statistics

Y BW

| First gowns 18 3
| Rushes-yards 58-270 26-96
' Passingyards 52 13
Comp-At-int. 6163 2-1090

' Total yards 322 109
| Sacked-yrd. lost 1-5 0-0
| Punts-avg 5290 7376
| Fumbles-lost 2-2 20
Penalbes-yards 3-15 2-10

Individual Statistics

RUSHING: Licking Valey—Klan 33-
155, Bailey 8-78, Phillips 15-50,
Ryan 1-0. Big Walnut—Wolle 9-40,
Tutorow 2-4, Zarcone 1-1, Team 1+(-
1)

PASSING: Licking Valley—Phillips 6-
13-1-52, Ryan 0-1-1-0, Team 0-1-0~
0. Big Walnuts-Wetzel 2-9-0-13,
Frankfin 0-1-0-@9

RECEIVING: Licking Valley—
Kuhiwein 3-42, Klein 3-10. Big
Walnut—Reead 1-8 Hogg 1-5

| MISSED FIELD GOALS: None

Bic Warnur 21, MONROE 7
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Golden Eagles ride Jones to Canton

By GARY HENERY
Sports Writer

LIMA — Get ready Canton .. the
Golden Eagles are heading your way'!

Big Walnut, on the strength of a 21~
7 victory over Monroe Friday mght at
Lima Stadium, has a 3 p.m. date with
Newark Licking Valley in its first-ever
OHSAA Diviston Il  Suate
Championship game appearance next
Fnday afternoon at Canton’s Fawcett
Stadium

Neighbonng Licking Valley (13-1)
defeated Mentor Lake Catholic (9-5)
in the other Division III semufinal last
night at Paul Brown Tiger Stadium (n
Massillon.

“This 1s what we have been play-
ing for all season to play in the
State finals,” Big Walnut head coach
Scott Wetzel said. “Right after our
loss to Kettering Alter in last year's
Regional finals, the juniors' goal was
return (o the playoffs this year
they made good on their promise

It was business as usual for coach
Scott Wetzel's top-seeded 13-1
Golden Eagles in the postscason
big plays and an even bigger delense
in  snapping the 11-3 Fighting
Homelts’ 10-game winning streak.

After falling behind 7-0 for the
first tme n 1ts Regional run on
Monroe running back Jared
Ferguson's I1-yard yun. Big Walnut
turned to the “Big Play” chapter in
its playbook to score 21 unanswered
poImis

Senmior Ethan Welzel started the
Golden Eagles’ run with a 49-yard
kickoff* return to the Monroe 338
Four plays later, Wetzel powered his
way nto the end zone on a l-yard
quarterback sneak to tie the game at
7-7 with 3:22 left in the opening
period

“Monroe’s touchdown got our
attention after we were three-and-our
on our first senes,” coach Wetzel
sard “T think 1t was a bit of a wake-
up call for us™

After semor Alex Yarnell made a
touchdown-saving tackle on Jared
Ferguson's kickoff return to the Big
Walnut 23, the Golden Eagle delense

rb YR

P
f .

Iy " ARSIy ke i o
PN e Vs BT 2R R e I
RS- A Y “: s y o5 .
_.’——\ : 3 \‘J?l‘ : x_. X
N
| B 1
ey Y, s
. < - .
f
A J

Big Walnut cornerback Derek Jones (8) returns an interce

5o

7, clinching the victory in the fourth quarter.

{

Matt Emmons

ption 90 yards for a touchdown, stopping a Monroe drive to put the Eagles up 21-

suffened with Ethan Wetzel inter-
cepting a Tyler Osterman pass to end
the threat -

“That was probably the key play
of the game,” coach Wetzel said. "It
kept the game tied and gave us the
opportunity to come back and regain
the lead that was nothing but
sheer determination on Alex’s part "

Big Walnut came back to take a
14-7 lead in the second period fol-
lowing semor safety Joey Reed's
tnterception of an Osterman pass at
the Golden Eagle 19 Twelve plays
and 81 yards later, Reed recovered
senior tailback Cory Wolfe's fumble
at the Fighung Hornets’ 2-yard line
and scramble 1nto the end zone 1o put
the Eagles up by seven with 3:02 left
in the penod

“We were starting to put pressure
on their quarterback and he over-
threw that pass,” Reed said. “l was

Thank you B.W.
=" Your character and devotion to the team is a credit to you,
| your coaches and your family.

-

What a Great

able o out yjump their receiver and
come down with the ball ”

On his fumble recovery that
capped Wolfe's 14-yard run, Reed
smiled I just happened o be at the
nght place at the nght time "

Osterman, who had thrown for
more than 2,600 yards this season,
was 9-for-23 for 77 yards and had
three passes picked off by the Big
Walnut secondary.

“That was the best defense we
faced all season,” Osierman said
“They secemed to have an answer for
everything we tried 10 run they
were relentless”

The game-chincher for Big Walnut
came in the fourth quarter from
senior cornerback Derek Jones Afier
Monroe had driven the ball from s
own 45 to the Big Walnut 20, Jones
stepped 1n front ©f a forced
Ostermar pass at the Golden Eagle 9

and returned the ball 91 yards for a
touchdown and a 21-7 lead with only
5:48 remaimning on the clock

"Once Derek turned the corner 1n
front of our bench I knew he had a
chance to go all the way,” coach
Wetzel said. “He’s one of the fastest
players on our tecam . he just outran
everyone to the end zone’

Big Walnut’s defense, which has
surrendered grand total 31 points n
its four playoff outings, slammed the
door on Monroe after the Fighting
Hornets openming 13-play, 78-yard
scoring march. Monroe, which fin-
ished with 186 yards in 56 plays
managed only 108 yards 1n 1s
remaining 43 plays

“We just continued to pressure
them all night,” Big Walnut senior
defensive end Jared Suvak smid “Our
goal was to keep them ofl balance
and never let them get comfortable

running their offense ™

When asked 1if Big Walnut
changed anything defensively after
the Fighung Hornets™ early success,
Wetzel said “We told the guys to go
out an turn up the pressure we
didn’t change a thing By the fourth
quarter, Monroe was totally spent ™

The Fighting Hornets, who scored
a season-low seven points, came into
the game with 113 pomnts in their
previous three playoff starts

Big Walnut, led by Ethan Wetzel's
[14 yards in 15 carries, totaled 271
vards in 45 plays Senior fullback
Trevor Tutorow Wolfe followed
Wetzel with 64 yards apiece.

“We were all nght offensively, but
penalties kept us from sustaining
anything,” coach Wetzel said, noting
the Golden Eagles’ nmine penalties
that totaled 94 vards. Monroe had

three penalties for 30 yards

Football for fulfilling the dreams of so many.

Ghristmas Gift you’ve given the

Big Walnut Community! Qur best to all,

- Delaware County Commissioner, Glenn Evans
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‘ B1G WALNUT 21, CLYDE 14

Eagles come up ‘golden’

A SEASON To REMEMBER

By GARY HENERY
Sports writer

TTFFIN — The Golden Eagles are
gomng where no Delaware County
football team has gone before

Top-seeded Big Walnut won 1ts
first-ever  OHSAA  Division 111
Regional football championship 1n
IS thurd try. defeating sixth-seeded
Clyde 21-14 1n a utanic defensive
struggle Fnday might in front of a
packed house at Frost-Kalnow
Stadium 1n Tiffin

The Golden Eagle victory, which
marks the first-ever regional football
championship in county football his-
tory, sends the Red and Gold to next
Friday might’s Division III State
Semifinals against Lemon-Monroe at
7-:30 at Lima Stadium (see related
story). The 11-2 Fighung Hornets
defeated Cincinnat Indian Hill 31-28
last mght at Kings Mill Stadium

Big Walnut (12-1) relied on its
playoll-tested defense to shut down a
potent Fher offense while forcing
five turnovers

'l can’t say enough about our
defense, we've hung our hats on it all
season.” Big Walnut head coach
Scott Wetzel said after his squad had
equaled the single-season school win
record set in 2001 “That’s been our
strength all season. especially the
playofls, and tomight was no different
aganst a team that was averaging
40.2 points per game

The Golden Eagle defense gave
Big Walnut an carly 7-0 lead S 40
into the first quarter. On a second and
nine from the Clyde 24, Fher quar-
terback Alex Gillett fumbled the ball
on the handoff to senior runningback
Jacob Andrews. The ball took a for-
(urtous bounce o the hands of
semor safety Anthony Zarcone who
returned it 18 yards for a 7-0 Big
Walnut lead- Andy Dronsfield added
the first of his three successful con-
Versions

Aller Big Walnut had taken a 21-

y B
—
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in regional final

Matt Emmaons

The Golden Eagles’ Cory Wolfe fights off a Clyde defender in the ‘07 Division Il regional final

14 lead on quarterback FEthan
Wetzel's 5 yard run with 30 seconds
remaining in the third period, the
Golden Eagle defense slammed the
door on the Fliers Junior Comerback
Nick Heiden picked off a Gillert pass
at the Big Walnut 33, junior middle
hnebacker Will Studlien recovered
an Ethan Ott fumble at the Golden
Eagle 44 and with 3.09 (0 play
Wetzel came up with an interception
from his roverback slot at the Flier
40. Clyde's final senies, and their
playofl hopes, ended when junior

tackle Kalven Baer knocked down a
Callette pass on fourth down with
1:23 left.

“Someone once asked me where |
would play my best players and I
said T would always put my best 11
on defense,” coach Wetzel said “And
It's because of their scason-long
clfort that we're headed to the final
four next week”

Big Walnut’s offense. which pro-
duced 297 yards aganst a Clyde
defense that had allowed just 2135
yards per game in the Fliers first 11

Bic WALNUT 35, SHELBY 8

games, made 1t's share of contribu-
ons

After Clyde (10-3) tied the game
at 7-7 on Andrews’ 3-yard run 30
seconds mto the second period, the
Golden Eagles answered on a 2-play
59-yard series to regain the lead at
14-7. Senior tailback Cory Walfe,
who totaled 86 yards in 14 carmes.
opened the efficient senes with a 57-
yard run to the Clyde 2 Senior full-
back Trevor Tutorow covered the
final two yards with 7:01 left 1n the
opening half

Fthan Wetzel led the uﬂcn\.c .\\'Ilh
120 yards 1n 19 carncs “h',l‘ com-
leti en passes for 92 yards,
pleting seven passes | A b
including a 28-yard compic 10 4
sCnIor flanker Jocy Reed who made ;'1
one-handed catch while going (')uluod
bounds to set up Wetzel’s go-ahca

/N run

“m‘%:'\];'l:\:Hr:vppmg two earlicr 1n (h'c
same. that sort of got me fired up.'
Reed said after the game, adding,
“Going to the state finals 1s snn_ut-
thing we've had our focus set on ut?.r
reaching the regional finals last .\L.'l"
son . . 1t's been a gu_afl ol ours since
the first day of camp

Clyde wasn't about to go quietly,
c\pcc'nnll_\- after knocking ofl .scu)’nd(i
seeded Tipp City Tippecanoc an
third-seeded Napoleon ~

The Flicrs opened the second hall
with renewed vigor, taking the Kick-
off and marching 70 yards 1n jusl
three plays with Gillette ﬁndmg
sentor tight end Anc Thurn br:cahmb
open down the middle of the ficl (n}
a 63-yard scoring strike to te the
game at 14-all with 10°16 left in the
third period. Thurn had 4 catches for
107 yards Semor Kkicker Jerry
Phillips kicked the second of his two-

Nt CONVErsions ;
i lé‘ullllcllc was 13-for-36 for 215
vards in leading the Fliers (0 349
yards in total offense, outgaining the
Golden Eagles by 152 yards
Andrews led the Fliers on the ground
with 81 yards in 16 cames Senior
wide receiver Justin Cook pulled in 6
passes for 76 yards

Defensively, we came up with
the big plays when we needed,
them.” Ethan Weltzel said “They did-
n't do anything that we weren’t pre-
pared for We knew we were facing a
2,000-yard passer and a 1 .000-yard
running back . we just went out and
did our job." “

In their two previous playofl
appearances against Rossford and
Shelby, the Golden Eagles had
allowed 356 yards 1n total offense.

Big plays propel Eagles to higger win

By GARY HENERY
Sports Writer

LEWIS CENTER — The
Golden Eagles” early big-play
offense overwhelmed the
Whippets

Big Walnut (11-1), striking
for two first-quarter touch-
downs, rolled past Shelby 35-
8 1 a Division IIl Regional
semifinal matchup before a
packed house Friday might at
Olentangy’s Braves Field.

The victory sends Big
Walnut (11-1) to 1ts second
straight Regional semifinal
appearance and third overall
Friday mght. The Golden
Eagles will play Clyde (11-1),
a 19-13 victor over Napoleon
last might at Toledo Central
Catholic

Golden Eagle head coach
Scott Wetzel said the Golden
Eagles” fast start caught
Shelby by surpnise

“We shook their founda-

tron  early,” coach Scol
Wetzel said after watching
senmor quarterback Ethan

Wetzel break free on a 49-
vard scoring run at 7°12 of the
opeming pertiod and senior
fullback Trevor Tutorow
scored on a 6-yard run three
munutes later on the heels of
sentor running back Cory
Wolfe's 40-yard scamper to
the Shelby 6. “We came oul
and took control of the game
early ... and I don’t think they
ever recovered.”

Big Walnut's defense,
called the Golden Eagles’
strong suit by Shelby head
coach Chris Solis, would not
let the Whappets recover

Shelby (9-3) moved the

ball at will in the opemng
half, running 26 more plays
(40-14) then the Golden
Eagles. But they also turned
the ball over twice. A Derek
Jones 1nterception of a Scott
Baird pass at the Big Walnut
23 on the Whippets' opening
series led to Ethan Wetzel's
touchdown run. Shelby fum-
bled the ball away to Kalven
Baer at the Golden Eagle 20
late 1n the second quarter

“It all happened up front,”
said jumor hnebacker Will
Studlien who was credited
with a quarterback sack, two
tackles for losses and an inter-
ception. “We kept the pres-
sure on and we bent but we
never broke . that's been our
defensive philosophy all sea-
son”

By the intermussion, the
Whippets had outgained the
Eagles 141-125. but trailed
14-0/

“We went a hittle flat offen-
sively after the first quarter,”
coach Weltzel said, “but we
picked 1t back up in the third
quarter

After Baer and Jones made
back-to-back tackles for loss-
es to force Shelby to turn the

ball over on downs at lh_c
Golden Eagle 21, Wolfe

shpped around his own right
end on a reverse and outraced
the Whippet defenders on a
79-yard scoring run to make 1t
21-0 with 5 07 left in the third
penod

“The guys up front wére
opening uphold all mght”
said Wolfe, who rushed for
161 yards in 12 carmes. “We
were really clicking on
offense.”
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Matt Emmaens

Big Walnut's Anthony Zarcone (6) sets his sights on the Shelby quarterback.

The Golden Eagles totaled
282 yards and 8 first downs in
32 plays

“With the big plays, we
never really got into oyr
offense,” Ethan Wetzel said \p,
a Jubilant Golden Eagle Jock.
er room. “Our line kept open-

ing up huge holes 'ljnux our
backs to tun through

wile the Golden Eagles ran
only 31 playts, 40 fewer than
Shelby. they outgained ther

1ppels 282-252 3
\w{\l?c‘?;cl fimshed with 59

Wetzel hit senior wide recery-
er Joe Reed n stride with a
35-yard touchdown pass two
minutes into the final period

Just over a minute later,
Baer picked up his second
fumble of the night and ram-
bled 26 yards for a 35-0 Big
Walnut lead Andrew
Dronsfield tacked on his fifth
¢xtra point of the night

“I can’t say enough about
the cffort of our defense.”
coach Wetzel said. “Shelby’s
midline offense 1s tough to
defend, but we kept the pres-
sure on all night and never
gave them the opportunity to
getnto any sort of rhythm.”

Big Walnut’s defense
forced five turnovers, three
fumbles and two Interceptions
while recording four quarter-
back sacks, two each by Chnis
Franklin and Ethan Wetzel
The Golden Eagles also had
I1 tackles for losses.The
Golden Eagles did not com-
mit a single turnover.

Shelby, which  finished
with 258 yards and 16 first
downs in 71 plays, averted a
shutout on the game's final
SCries.  Senior  quarterback
Chad Coward, replacing
starter Scott Baird who left
the game with a rnght knee
injury in the third quarter,
tossed a 23-yard sCoring pass

with 1.5 seconds to play

OW: . 9.
completing 3 of 6 passes for Sonv:-:sxmr)dn in_the 2-point
48 yards b .

F)lm Walnut pot the oame . . Sentor  fullback Brett
Sul” of reach 'Ph S BAMC  Thompson led the Whippets
(fl h HTK .“" “.PA OF . with 75 yards in 16 carnes
ourth-quarter scores Baird Cdlnplctcd g l”-l

St Following junior  lineman passes for 55 vyards and
Colton Griflis™ fumble recov- rushed for another dj(s dr’10
cry at the Whippet 48. Ethan Carries €r S0 mm 2

yards in SIX carries while

from CHILD CARE UNLIMITED EDUCATION CENTER
P.O. Box 186, Galena, Ohio 43021 ¢ 740.965.5900
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———— A SEasON TOR REMEMBER

Watkins for first shutout

Big WarLnut 21, WATKIN

BY GARY HENERY
SPOrts Wriger |

Pz\'l‘z\Sl\'f\l-A — It w
With a Capita) “p» s
ln';l battle of defe
IVision Co-Champions
defense stymied Watk
allowing the W
treld only three

as defense

nding Capital
, Big Walnut’s
| tkins Memonal.
dImors (o ¢cross mid-
tmes i a 21-0 victo-

"I] ) ‘l o g . ' :- )

The Warriors, who <
Ho_mccommg contest
points per game,
Q_nly three times, reached the Golden
Eagle 38 twice before urming the ball
over on downs in the second quar;cr
.m&{ On & punt in the third quarter

\(.»u couldn’t ask for much more
out of our defense.  they pitched a
shutout against a team that 1s capabl;‘
Ol putting points on the board " Big
Walnut head coach Scort Wetzel s"udl\

How solid was 2 Wu‘l;ms
Memorial (3-3, 0-1 OCC) which

ame into therr
averaging 23
crossed mudfield

S MEMORIAL 0

gles bhlank

scored 40 against Fairfield Union and
3S against Mount Vernon earlier this
scason, rushed for only 45 yards in 20
plays, The bulk of their 154 yards
came f{rom senior quarterback Kevin
Weber who completed 8 of 19 passes
for 109 yards. Senior wide recewver
Sam Gamertsfelder was the game s
leading receiver with 4 catches for 72
vards

“It was a solid defensive effort by
our guys . I couldn’t have asked for
much more”™ coach Wetzel added
“We came up with big plays when we
needed them ™

Offensively, state third-ranked Big
Walnut (6-0, 1-0 OCC) managed only
(wo scorng drives against an aggres-
sive Watkins defense. Both senies
started on the Warnors™ side of mud-
ficld following punts

Senior quarterback Ethan Wetzel
found senior tight end Jared Suvak on
a slant over the middle for a 26-yard
scornng strike just over three minules
into the second quarter Andrew
Dronsfield tacked on the point-atter

ard ger:
The 6-pla) 40-2 72&‘"5 was set

sunt M the W

up by 9@
atkins

Warnington |

\
Memonal I 0N
y Walnut $ > llscofln dnve
Big Wa ; £ c,

a 10-play. 'W.\l'Il\ct(:hlrd-qnancr
march !.u“hf] _l{\m,' four
minutes S 50, founhw Trevor
Tutorow scoret three "Ll(\“'ll-;"]d_
one call frot! ‘h\" s [)“ ith 5:07 left
Lo m:\\l-&l (err?a?:.ﬁ“ld was
perfect on M4 sl lead empt for a

0 Golden Ea
140 UoiLE Slarteq

The okt - when

¢ forc
Warmnngton ¥ J h»unfd (0 punt from
his own I+ ¢ ‘ Ethan Wetzel

retumed 0 yards 1t e Big Walnut 49

[t was only hiting that the Blg
Walnut defenst Pul ap Insurance
score on the board |'n the final (quarter.
Fthan Wetzel P* ed off an over-
thrown Webe! PASS at the Golden
Eagle 21 and returmed it 79 yards for
the scorg, diving MO the end zone
with 6 02 0 pla

Dronsfield converted the extra
points followtng & IS-yard unsports-

manlike conduct call on the Eagles
one of mgh( ﬂ.lgs thrown on the visi-
tors from Sunbury

Those eight Big Walnut penalties,
which totaled 70 yards, did not escape
coach Wetzel's attention,

“Offensively, we Kept shooting
ourselves in the foot all evening,” he
said. “Penalues kept taking us out ol
our offensive rhythm and we
deserved every one of them ™

As did five fumbles.

“We kept putting the ball on the
ground, and while we didn’t tum the
ball over on those fumbles, they dis-
rupted our offense,” coach Wetzel
added. “We needed to control the ball
and keep our defense off the field for
longer penods of ime.”

Big Walnut totaled 265 yards in 65
plays against Watkins® defense. The
Golden Eagles rushed for 174 yards
in 47 carnies, with Ethan Wetzel col
lecting 77 in 15 carries and senior
running back Cory Wolfe 72 in I8
tries

Ethan Wetzel (5-for-14 for 50

yards) and Garrett Kochler (3-for4
for 41 yards) combined to complete 8
of 18 passes for 91 yards

“Give credit to Watkins' defense,”
coach Wetzel said. “They always
scem to play us tough, and we play
it’s always a battle ... this was OCC
football at 1ts best

“It's always good to win on the
road, especially in the OCC,” he con-
tinued, noting that the Golden Eagles
have only one road tnp remaiming on
their regular-season schedule, an
October 19 date at Franklin Heights
“Three of our final four games at
home, and for us, that's a certainly a
plus.”

The Golden Eagles’ final three
home dates, all conference games, are
with Dublin Scioto, Liberty and New
Albany

Big Walnut resumes its quest for
the OCC Capital Division champi-
onship Fnday mght when the Golden
Eagles play host to Scioto on
Homecoming Night. Kickoff 1s 7:30

p.m

BIG WALNUT 29, WESTERVILLE CENTRAL 22

State-ranked Eagles hold off Warhawks

Defense shuts down Warhawks late:
Central’s Buchanan boots 57-yard FG

By GARY HENERY
Sports Writer

WESTERVILLE — For the
second week in a row, the Golden
Eagle defense rode to the rescue

Led by semor outside line-
backer Mark Nelson, state-
ranked Big Walnut stalled a
promising Westerville Central
dnve as senior defensive back Joe
Reed picked off a Keegan Vamer
pass at the Golden Eagle 40 1o
preserve a 29-22 wvictory here
Fnday night

‘Qur defense came up big
again tomght,” Big Walnut head
coach Scott Wetzel said after his
club had won for the fifth ime 1n
five tnes. “We knew coming 1n
that Wester-ville Central would
give us a battle .. we're just
happy to get out of here with a
win.”

Big Walnut 1s ranked third 1n
this week's Associated Press
Division IIT poll behind Canal
Fulton Northwest (5-0) and
Cuyahoga Falls Walsh Jesuit (5-
0) with three first-place votes

Westerville Central, behind
the strong, accurate nght leg of
senor kicker Ben Buchanan who
kicked five field goals, including
a school-record 57-yarder (o give
Central an early 3-0 lead, chased
the Golden Eagles all mght

Semor quarterback Ethan
Wetzel capped a 10-play, 67-yard
march with a 6-yard run, a run
capped by Wetzel's successful 2-
point conversion pass 10 senior
Jared Hogg, to give the Golden
Eagles what seemed to be a com-
fortable 29-15 lead with 5:20 to
play, the 0-5 Warhawks mounted
a comeback.

On the first play following
Josh Zeeb's kickoff, semor run
mngback Onesiaum Glass broke
through the Big Walnut defense
for a 71-yard scoring run (0 cut
the Golden Eagle lead to 29-22
with 506 1o play following
Buchanan's successful  point
after.

Central’s defense rose (0 the
occasion following Glass’ score
as senior defensive end Tyler
Stevenson sacked Wetzel for a 6-
yard loss on a third-and-four call
from the Big Walnut 35 bninging
out senior punter Chns Franklin
for his fourth punt of the might

Gaining possession of the ball
on their own 36, the Warhawks,
with the axd of an anxious
Nelson's offside penalty, moved
to a first down at the Central 48

before the Golden Eagle defense
slam-med the door

Nelson responded by (lushing
Vamer out of the pocket and
holding the Warhawk quarter-
back to a 2-yard gain; semor
defensive back Derek Jones held
Junior runningback Josh Wilson
10 a 4yard gain, and Nelson
sacked Vamer for a 2-yard loss to
sel up Reed’s game-ending inter-
cepion

“We didn’t execute very well
(omght .. and that’s not (o say we
played a bad game, " coach
Wetzel said. “We made - some
poor decisions i our play-calling
on first down which put us in
long second-down  counts, .and
that's my fault”

While Big Walnut put up big
offensive numbers, totaling 20
first downs and 390 yards in
total offense, the Golden Eagles
drew 10 penalues totaling 90
yards

“We weren't ‘quite as sharp
tonight as we were 1 our first
four games, and I think part of
that rests with our effort against
Olentangy last week,” coach
Wetzel said. "It took us to
Tuesday or Wednesday to
bounce back .. and 1t's tough
getung up for an 04 team after
playing an Olentangy”

For the Golden Eagles stats-
ucally, Wolfe fimished with 105
yards in 14 cames while Wetzel
Ethan totaled 116 yards in 19
carries. Wetzel completed 5 of
13 passes for 66 yards

Big Walnut took a 7-3 lead
late 1n the opening penod was
Ethan Wetzel capped a 10-play
53 yards march on a 4-vard run
with 2:33 lead n the first penod.
Andy Dronsfield kicked the first
of his three extra point tnes

The Golden Eagles extended
therr lead to 14-3 as senior run-
ningback Nic Hampton broke
free on a 47-yard sconng run 47
seconds nto the second penod

Semor runmngback Trevor
Tutorow offset two Buchanan
field goals with a 6-yard touch-
down run with 7.49 led in the
third quarter betore the
Warhawks made things interest-
ing 1n the final frame

“Westerville Central 1s a very
good offensive football team
that has speed out of the back-
field in Glass,” coach Weltzel
sard, noting the Warhawks piled
up 400 yards n total offense
against Liberty earlier this sea-
son. “And with a kicker hke

®

Photos Lenny C. Lepola

Big Walnut defender Chris Franklin (62) pressures Westerville Central quarterback
Keegan Varner during the first half Friday night at Westerville (above). The Eagles’Trevor
Tutorow runs to the outside (below).

Buchanan, once they cross the
50, they are capable of sconng.”

Glass rushed for J90 yards in
26 cames. The Warhawks
totaled 215 on the ground as a
team. Vamer completed nine of
25 passes for 87 yards

After his school-record 57-
yard ficld goal, Buchanan fol-
lowed with kicks of 29, 44, 46
and 41 yards, missing a 60-yard

try that sauled under the cross bar
late in third quarter

"It wouldn’t surpnse me 10
see. Westerville Central chal-
lenge for the championship in
their division (Central) of, the
Ohio  Capunal Conference,”
Weltzel predicted “They certain-
ly have the talent.”

Big Walnut opens Ohio
Capital  Conference Capital

Division play Fniday might, tray-
ehing to Watkins Memonal 1o
take on the 3-2 Warnors at 7:30
p-m. Watkins outscored winless
Mount Vemon (0-5) by a 35-21
margin last Fniday night.

“Now 1its ume to tum our
attention to the OCC starting
next Fnday nmght,” coach Wetzel
said. “There’s nothing easy from
here on out ™

Congratulations
Big Walnut Golden Eagles

STATE CHAMPS!

From:

Your Friends at Sunbury Area McDonald’s®
Rod & Joan Boester - Owner/Operator

' playing ume as we would
| have bhked to get into the

CRUISE

B CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5

| score came on Chandler’s 17-
yard touchdown pass 1o
jumor running back Kyle
Powell with 11:16 left in the
second penod

The two teams swapped
second-half  touchdowns,
Nick Hampton and Wolfe
| scoring on a pair of I-yard
sconing runs for the Golden
| Eagles. For the Falcons,
| Chandler opened the second

half with a 3-yard touchdown
' run and sophomore running
back Caleb Quinn on a 15-
yvard run

Chandler threw for 108
yards in the second half to
lead as the Falcons piled up
211 yards 1n total offense n
the second half

“They gave New Albany
they wanted in a 35-32 loss
and played a sohd game 1n a
2824  loss to  Watkins
' Memonal,”” coach Weltzel
satd. “You can see that they
have the potential to score 1n
a hurry.”

The 26-point margin of
victory enable coach Wetzel
to utilize his bench.

“It gave us the opportunity
to give some of our seniors
who hadn’t received as much

game for some meaningful
minutes,” coach Wetzel saxd
“And some of our younger
kids also saw some playing
tume late in the game "

Big Walnut, which has
scored 40 or more points four
tumes this season, posted a
season-high 44 ponts, total-
ing 340 yards and 17 first
downs n 52 plays

Wolfe, who fimished with
three scores, totaled 119
yards, rushing for 94 yards in
|5 carmes to go with his 25-
yard scoring recepuion. Ethan
Wetzel, who played less than
(wo quarters, totaled 116
vards in total offense, com-
pleung 5 of 7 passes for 69
yards and rushing for another
47 1n 6 carnes
Chandler was a one-man
offense for the Falcons, com-
pleing 16 of 26 passes for
160 yards. Sophomore run-
ning back Jon Parks came off
the bench to rush for 35 yards
in 4 carnies. The Falcons fin-
ished with 211 yards and 17
first downs 1n 46 plays

Big Walnut, 10-0 in both
2001 and 2003, will bid for
its third undefeated regular
season 1n the past seven years
when the Golden Eagles
close out thewr 2007 slate
with New Albany (6-3, 2-2)
at home Frniday might. Game
tume 1s 7.30 p.m.
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A SEASON T, REMEMBER

BigIWalnut wins nail-piter over Olentangy

Nelson denies
Stevens’ 2-point
canversion try

to:preserve win

By GARY HENER)Y
Sports Writer

SUNBURY — The Golden
Eagles proved they could win
the rlose games

After winning its first three
games by an average margin of
32 ponts, Big Walnut held off
a second-halt Olentangy surge
to shp away with a 14-12 vic-
ory n front of a standing
room-only gathening Friday
night at Golden Eagle Stadium

Leading 14-0 at the half,
Big Walnut watched the Braves
mount a second-half comeback
that had the Golden Eagles
clinging to the shm two-point
advantage

Olentangy (2-2), behind the
hard-nosed running of
Michigan State-bound senior
fullback Drew Stevens, posted
two second-half scores while
shutting down the Golden
Eagles

Senior quarterback Michael
Dufty’s one-yard sncak with
25 seconds to play cut the
Braves' defiat o 14-12 and
sent Stevens on the field for the
(WOo-point  conversion  (ry
Dufty handed off to Stevens
who slanted to the outside, but
he was met head on by 6-2
210-pound semor linebacker
Mark Nelson before he could
cut towards the end zone for
the tic

‘Nelson made a great play,”

Lenny C. Lepola

Big Walnut quarterback Ethan Wetzel (12) slides past Olentangy linebacker Chad
Pepper (47) during the first half Friday night at Golden Eagle Stagium. Wetzel rushed for
58 yards and one touchdown while throwing a 14-yard scoring strike to Andy Dronsfield
to give BW a 14-0 halftime lead in an eventual 14-12 victory oyer the Braves.

Olentangy head coach Ed
Terwilhiger said. “We came out
in an unbalanced Line to give
their defense a different look,
but he read the play and made
the lat on Drew short of the
goal line.”

“l1 kept telhing Mark all
week that this was going to be
his might,” Big Walnut head
coach Scott Wetzel said of his

game caplain. “He read their
two-point  conversion play
knifed to the outside and made
the hit on Stevens  that play
just might earn him the Player
of the Week award”

Stevens, who finished with
194 yards in 28 attempts, car-
ricd the Braves in the second
half as the 6-foot-3, 215-
pounder rushed for 135 yards

and one touchdown n I¥ car-
rnes. Sgevens sSCOre came on a
6-vard run with 8 04 left in the
third pgn:)d VU\Q\KKCY Sean
Montz r\nnl after try was
blocked by Joc Reed

"We couldn't stop Stevens
"coach Wetzel
the ball at

the second hall
said, “They ran
will"”

Wetzel was quick to point

out Chns Franklin's punt that
el up the final Olentangy scor
Ing dnve, a punt that pinned
the Braves back on their own
|8 with 6:24 0 play and lorced
Olemangy to dnive 82 yards
“Chns’s punt forced Olen-
langy not only to eat up the
clock, but 1o use all their time

outs as well,” coach Wetzel
noted “That turmed out to be a
big play

Big Walnut (4-0). ending a
three-game losing streak at the
hands of the Braves, struck for
tWo second-quarter scores to
take a 14-0 lead into the inter-
mission

The Golden Eagles first
SCOre was set up by a Stevens
fumble at the Big Walnut 4, a
fumble Nelson recovered and
appeared to return for a 96-
vard touchdown, but the Gold
en Eagles were whistled for an
tllegal block, putung the ball
on the Golden Eagle 45
Eleven plays later quarterback
Ethan Wetzel scored from a
yard out with 5:20 left in the
second period

Following an Olentangy
punt with 3 06 rem ining in (‘hf
opening  half, Big Walnut
embarked on a 9-play, 50-yard
series that ended as Wetzel
rifled the ball between two
Olentangy defenders for a 14
yard sconng stnke (o sentor
tught end Jared Suvak with

7.1 seconds left untl inter-
mission

Senior placekicker Andrew
Dronsfield tacked on both
point-atter conversions

“Give Big Walnut credit
they made more plays than we
did,” Terwilhiger said. “We had
our opportunities we jusl

were unable to convert.”

In additon to the
blocked PAT and Stevens' fum-
ble on the Big Walnut 4,
Moritz also missed a 39-yard
field goal that had the distance
but satled wade left 11 seconds
into the third quarter

“"We were a young
team when we opened the sea-
son four weeks ago, but tonight
we show the mettle of a veter-
an team. “Terwilhiger said
“There was no quit in us 1n the
second half. We battled back
and put ourselves in a position
to win this game ... we have no
reason to hand out heads

[Led h) Stevens,
Olentangy totaled 358 yards
and 22 first downs in total
offense. Duffy was 10-for-14
passing for 115 yards. Scnior
wide recerver Nicholas McVay
had 3 catches for 52 yards

Big Walnut fimshed
with 222 yards and 14 first
downs Wetzel was |l1-for-17
passing for 128 yards and
rushed for 58 yards in 17 car-
nes. Semor running back Cory
Wolfe added 34 yards In 13
carnies. Reed had four recep-
tons for 29 yards

Coach Wetzel. 1n sum-
ming the game up, said “I don’t
think Ed or I would have 1t
either way this 1s a great
nvalry between two fine high
school football programs.”’

Both teams return to
action next Fnday night,
Olentangy returming home (o
entertain Marysville while Big
Walnut hits the road o tangle
with the Warhawks at
Westerville Central in a pair of
7.30 p.m. non-conference con-
lesls

BW routs Chillicothe 43-7
for third straight victory

By GARY HENERY
Sports Writer

CHILLICOTHE — In spite
of the long bus nde, the Golden
Eagles hit the ground running
Fnday mght at Hermstein Field

Big Walnut's smothering
defense, led by the hinebacking
duo of semor Jared Suvak and
jurmor Will Studhen, dominated
Chillicothe’s hine on both sides
of the ball 1n leading the unbeat-
en (3-0) Golden Eagles to a 43-7
non-conlerence viclory

The Cavabers’ first posses-
sion of the game set the tone for
the rest of the mght for Big
Walnut.

After Zach Ray picked up six
yards on the ground to open the
Cavs’ first dnve, Caleb Knights
fired a screen pass to the sideline

on second down that bounced otl

its target and night into the hands
of Eagles’ defender Derek Jones
Starting at the Cavahers’ 36
after the pick, Big Walnut need-
ed just seven plays (o put its first
touchdown on the board as tul-
back Cory Wolfe blasted in from
one yard out
“They (Chillicothe) had lost
two close games and once they
threw the interception and we
scored, you could just see the
wind go on therr sails”™ Big
Walnut head coach Scott Wetzel
satd. “And that's not to overlook
the effort of our defense .. our
defense played really well”
Chillicothe’s next three pos-
sessions started from its own 15,
10 and 29 yard lines. None of the
dnves lasted more than three
plays and each ended n a punt
Dunng that span, the Golden
Eagles added two more touch-
downs — a S-yard run by Wollfe
with 11:53 left in the second
quarter and a |- yard run by quar-
terback Fthan Wetzel with 7.49
left 1n the second — to pull
ahcad 21-0

IMMEDIATE HEALTH
Urgent Care Centers

The Cavaliers did not pick up
a single first down untl the 7-
munute mark of the second quar-
ler when Ron Smiuth busted free
for an ll-yard gain — which
would be the Cavs' second-
longest offensive play

As the first halfl came to a
close, Big Walnut scored agamn
as Wetzel spnnted in from seven
yards out as the Golden Eagles
took a 28-0 lead into the half

Big Walnut added two second
half touchdowns, a 1-vard run by
Wolfe and a 2-yard run by back
up quarterback Gamrett Koehler
to go with a late safety

Wolfe led Big Walnut wath
|08 yards in I8 cames. Nick
Hampton added 47 in 8 attempts
and Wetzel 44 yards in 7 rushes
including a pair of second-quar-
ter sconng runs. Wetzel was 5-f
or-7 passing for 81 yards.

‘Cory has his most impres-
sive game of the season with his
18 carmies  that's a lot for him,”
coach Wetzel said. "“"But that's
the kind of effort we are going to
need from Cory as we go deeper
into the season.”

“I thought we played hard. It
wasn't a lack of effort,”
Chilhcothe coach Bill Davidson
said. “That team’s just better
than we are,

The Eagles held Chillicothe
to 54 yards of total offense,
including a very uncharacternistic
6-of-15 passing for just 13 yards
out of Cavs’ All-Ohio quarter
back Caleb Knights

Coach Wetzel priused his sec-
ond-tram offense

“Our second team ook pos-
session of the ball on our 20 and
put put together a seven-and-
one-half munute dnve to the

Chillicothe 10 to run the clock
out.” the BW coach said. “that
was the most impressive thing |

saw all nght”
Chillicothe, traithing 34-0 late
in the third quarter following

1a

Wolfe s third touchdown run. the
Cavahiers found the scoreboard
when Nathan “Juice™
Woodworth blocked a Big
Walnut punt and covered 1t in the
end zone

Other than that, there wasn’t
much for Chillicothe to cele-
brate

Knights threw for nearly 300
yards a week ago against Logan,
but the long passes weren't there
against the Eagles while the
short passes seemed to get swal
lowed up as soon as they were
completed

The running game was nearly
non-existent Fnday as Ray ook
a beating, carrying the ball eight
umes for 13 yards Smuth led the
tcam on the ground, gaining 17
vards on three tnes

“If we played Brookhaven 10
ames, we might win three or four
of them. I sull don’t think
Logan’s that much better than us.
They're better, but I don’t think
they're that much better”
Davidson said of Chillicothe's
first two non-league opponents
‘But this team, yeah. we could
play themn a bunch of umes and |
don’'t know that the result would
be a whole lot diflerent They e
very physical. They re very fas(
They're very disciplined. They
execute everything very well
Ihey re just a heck of a tootball
tcam.”

Despite their 3-0 stant, coach
Wetzel said the Golden Eagles
sull have their work ahead of
them when 1t comes (0 returming
to the playoffs.

“We're in a situauon where
the teams we are beating are not
winning,” coach Wetzel said
“That makes our road to the
playoffs a bittle different in that
we have our work cut for us. |
hate to look that far down the
road, but seven wins may not do
it for us as [ar as the playoffs this
season.”

Galden Eagles’ 42
night flattens the Pacers

Wetzel collects 300 yards in offense, scores three times

|

By GARY HENERY
Sports Writer

| SUNBURY —
he numbers don't always
tell the story
Delaware Hayes® offense

put up some good offensive
. numbers and came away with
| three 1nlercepuons against
- Big Walnut Friday night, but
fimshed on the short end of a
40-15 score at Golden Eagle
Stadium Fnday mnmight n
Sunbury

But in the end, the num-
bers  favored the Golden
Eagles as semor quarterback
Ethan Wetzel enginecred an
offensive attack that pro-
duced six touchdowns and
482 yards in total offense

“We spent the week
walching films and had a
pretty good idea  whar
Delaware’s scheme would
be." the Golden Eagle quar-
terback said. “And we were
able to take advantage of
what they were giving us

Wetzel took full advan-
lage, scorng on runs of 60, 3
and 19 yards as he rushed for
|50 yards in Il cames. He
also completed 12 of 15 pass-
¢s for 150 yards, including a
21.vard scoring stnke to
senior split end Nick Heiden
Semor sphit end Joe Reed was
on the receiving end of six
PaASSes for 94 yards.

“They were taking away
our inside trap and counter
and that pretty much opened
up the outside to both run and
pass,” Wetzel sard “Our line
did a great job opening up
holes,”

After Delaware had taken
a 6-0 lead on quarterback
Taylor Wood's 2-yard sconng
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Lenny C. Lepola

Big Walnut wide receiver Joey Reed heads down the
home sideline after hauling in a pass from quarter-
back Ethan Wetzel Friday night. Reed had six catches

for 94 yards.

run at the 7 18 mark of the
opening quarter, Big Walnul
(2-0) answered with two
quick scores. Wetzel broke
two tackles on a 60-yard
sconng scamper at 6:59 and
came back six mnutes later
with a 3-yard sconng run
with 14.5 seconds left in the
penod

Hayes' head coach Jamie
Mas1 was disappointed in the
Pacers™ inability o contan
['he Golden Eagles

“We knew what to expect
from Big Walnut and we had
our defensive schemes 1n
place to make plays, but we
could not fimish,” he said

He pointed to Wetzel’s 60-
yard scoring run as an exam-
ple

“We had a comer and line-
backer on Wetzel, but he was
able 1o break free and score ™
Masi continued. “But the

Please see FLATTENS, Page 11
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Care when % reed (¢, now closer 1o home,

SUNBURY
At the Corner of Rt. 3 and Rt. 36/37
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BiG WALNUT 24, LiBeRTY 7

Golden Eagles

By GARY HENERY
Sports Writer

+ SUNBURY — The Golden Eagles continue to
nd ways to win

¢ Big Walnut tumed to 1its passing game in the
second half to outscore Liberty 14-0 en route to a
key 24-7 Ohio Capital Conference Capital
Bvision victory over the visiing Patnots Fnday
nkght at jam-packed Golden Eagle Stadium.

" With the victory, Big Walnut (8-0, 3-0 OCC
Capital) moved into first place in the OHSAA
Division 1T Region 10 Computer Ratings with
214875 pomnts. Tipp City Tippecanoe (8-0) is
second wath 18.5875 points followed by Shelby
(6-2) wath 17 4250 points.

[n this week's Associated Press Division 111
Poll. Big Walnut remained second with 8 first-
place votes and 309 points behind Canal Fulton
Northwest, 23 first-place votes and 329 points

Frnday mght's victory over Liberty was the
(irst in four mectings 1in Big Walnut's young
senies with coach Steve Hale's Patnots. Liberty
had won the first three games by scores of 21-9,
3-0 and 7-0

Chinging to a shim 10-7 advantage at the break
on senior place kKicker Andy Dronsfield’s 22-yard
ficld goal with 22 7 seconds left on the second
quarter clock, Big Walnut went back to the X's
and O's at the intermussion

A SEASON

“We came out trying to run the ball .
weren't 100 successful” Big Walnut head ¢
Scott Wetzel admitted. “We knew we hag o
make some changes 1f we were to be successfy] »

The Golden Eagles rushed for 63 yards in |8
carries the first half, with 36 ()'f the ‘63 coming on
Senior qu;mcrbagk Ethan Wetzel's scramblin
scoring run that gave the Golden Eagles a 7.9
lead with 9:26 left in the second penod.

“We made some blocking adjustments at hajy.
ume and came out throwing the ball” coach
Wetzel said. “Obviously we were successful

Big Walnut opened the third quarter with 3 9.
play. 76-yard sconng drive capped by senior ful).
back Trevor Tutorow's yard scoring run (o give
the hosts a 17-7 lead with 8:15 left in the penog.
Tutorow's score was set up by senior quarterback
Ethan Wetzel's 30-yard pass to senior end Jared
Hogg that gave the Golden Eagles a first-ang-
goal at the Patriot one-yard line

Following a Liberty punt, Big Walnut py
together a 7-play, 66-yard dnve that ended op
Reed's sconing catch in the right comer of the eng
zone with 11.53 left in the fourth quarter. Ethan
Wetzel and Cory Wolfe hooked up on comple-
uons of 16, 23 and 7 yards to set up the score.

Big Walnut ran a balanced attack in the second
half Wetzel was 7-for-7 in the second half for
118 yards while the Golden Eagles’ running
game ground out 78 yards in 21 cammies

W)d Wc

To REMEMBER

ummel Patriots

“All the credit goes 1o my receivers and our
offensive line,” Ethan Wetzel said. “At halftime.
our linemen got together and said it was time to
put 11 together. They did a great job of handling
| iberty s defense and giving me time to find
opcn receIvers. .

And Big Walnut's pass catching corps chipped
in with some greal receptions

suvak. Wolfie, Hogg, Joey ... were getting
open and making tremendous catches.” Wetzel

d

add:\’cucl fimshed with 1S completions in 24
attempts for 227 yards. Reed had five catches for
86 yards, Wolfe 4 for 66 and Hogg 4 for 58 yards.

{ jherty’s lone score came on a Big Walnut
defensive breakdown as senior quarterback Ryan
Cyprel found semior wide receiver Dustin Welch
open O the Golden Eagle 37 for a 74-yard touch.-
down PSS with 3:38 left in the first half

wwe had our opportunities in the first half. but
unlike Big Walnut we did not take advantage of
thern Hale said. “Give Big Walnut credit, they
made the nght adjustments at halfume and came
out an L'\Cu’UEFd' we lost (0 a very good football
leam lu’m?hl, _

Liberty fimshed with 178 vards in total
offense. 74 comung on the Cypret-to-Welch
scoring play. On the ground, the Patniots netted
just 10 yards in 28 camies. Cypret, who misfired
on his first seven passes, finished at 6-for-16 for

Bi1Gc WarLNvuT 21, DuBLIN Sc1o10 7

B

168 yards.

“Defensively, other than the one breakdown
on our pass coverage , I felt like we player our
best game all season,” coach Wetzel said. “We
were putting good pressure on a very athletic
quarterback in Ryan Cypret and, at the same
tme, neutralizing their solid running game.”

When asked to compare the Golden Eagles’
2007 defense with past teams, he said “from the
top down, this group may be the best defensive
team I've had in my 10 seasons at Big Walnut.”

The victory gave the Golden Eagles a
onc¢-game lead over Liberty (6-2, 2-1) and
Dublin Scioto (5-3, 2-1) in the OCC Cap with
two weeks remaining on the conference sched-
ule Scioto defeated New Albany 31-7 last
night.

Despite of being just one win away
from clinching at least a ue for the Capital
Division utle, Wetzel said it was oo early to
start celebrating

“We have a tough road game at
Franklin Heights next week and we close out at
home against a very good New Albany team,”
he said. “Beginning Monday, our focus will be
on Franklin Heights ™

The Patniots closes out their OCC Cap
slate with Dublin Scioto next week on the road

and with Franklin Heights on October 26 at
Liberty

Big Walnut’s defense shuts down Scioto

Wetzel's 100-yard kickoff return
Ignites seventh straight victory

By GARY HENERY
Sports Writer

SUNBURY — The Golden
EFagles stole some Insh thun-
der!

Big Walnut posted two
first-quarter  touchdowns,
including  Ethan Wetzel's
100-vard kickoff return to
open the game, en route to a

21-7 Ohio Capital
Conference Capital Division
victory on Homecoming

Night Friday at Golden Eagle
Stadium, ﬁ

“Dublin Scioto has a histo-
ry this season of coming out
and scoring early and often,”
Big Walnut head coach Scout
Wetzel smd  “Tonight was
our turn After Ethan's
Kickoff return and Joey's
interception, vou could see
them lose some of their ener-
gy

Ethan Wetzel's secason’s
best Kickoff return energized
Big Walnut (7-0, 2-0 OCC
Capital). Sentor defensive
back Joey Reed intercepted
senior quarterback Ryan
Pendleton in the end zone on
Scioto’s first series. Reed’s
pick set up a 12-play, 84-yard
Golden Eagle march the
ended on Wetzel’'s 9-yard
scoring strike to senior tight
end Jared Suvak and a 14-0
lcad with 3 18 temaining n
the opening quarter

Coach Wetzel said he chal-
lenged his players at the end
of Big Walnut’s last pracuce
Thursday following two lack-
luster performances against
Westerville Central and
Watkins Memonal

“I told them the game was
now n their hands as
coaches we had done all we
could do to get them ready
for tomght” he said
“Tomght, I saw more enthusi-
asm, more desire on both
sides of the ball, than we’ve
seen the last two weeks ... we
went out and played a great
game against a very good
team.”

Coach Wetzel was espe-
cially pleased with his
Golden Eagles defensive
elfort, especially 1in the third
quarter when Dublin Scioto
ran 23 plays to 4 for the
Golden Eagles and controlled
the ball for 10 minutes and 21

seconds

“It was a tremendous
cffort by our defense,” the
Big Walnut coach said “And
It was a total team effort
everybody contributed in one
way or another”

After forcing Scioto (4-3,
-1 OCC Capital) o punt on
its first senes of the second
half, the Golden Eagles
watched as Scioto junior
safety Dep Olatoye picked
off an Ethan Wetzel pass at
the Insh 29 Again the Big
Walnut defense held as junior

lineman Kalve
Pendleton at midfield and
junmor linebacker  Will

Studhien dropped McDougald
for a 3-yard loss on third and
nine at the hosts’ 48

“For us, the third quarter
was the ball game,” Scioto
head coach coach Karl
Johnson smd. “We possessed
the ball for better than 10
minutes (10:21) and ran 23
plays to 4 for Big Walnut, but
we could not score,”

Scioto turned the ball over
on 1its final two possessions.
Senior defensive back Derck
Jones recovered a Bradley
McDougald fumble at the Big
Walnut 47 as ume expired 1n
the third period to set up
what proved to be the game-
clhinching score for the
Golden Eagles. The second
Irish  turnover came on
Reed’s second interception,
stepping mn front of a
Pendleton pass at the Big
Walnut 42 with 3:47 remain-
ing to seal the victory

Jones” fumble recovery
led to & 14-play, 53-yard Big
Walnut senes that took 7:10
off the clock and ended 1n
senior  fullback  Trevor
Tutorow’s 6-yard scoring run
that gave the Golden Eagle a
21-7 lead with 4:50 to play

Sophomore Kicker Jacob
Little, filling 1n for the
injured Andy Dronsfield who
was sidelined with a leg
injury suffered in a Big
Walnut boys soccer game
this week, completed the
scoring with s third extra
point

“How's that for respond-
ing to pressure,” coach

Wetzel said about Lattle’s
performance. “He stepped 1n
and looked like he had been

Physical, Crinunal & Drig Chegks 117

Lenny C. Lepola

Big Walnut senior fullback Trevor Tutorow dives through a hole against Dublin Scioto
defenders senior linebacker Corey Strawser (7) and senior lineman Nathan Votino for a
short gain in the first half Friday night. Tutorow finished with 36 yards in 8 carries,
including a game-clinching 6-yard run late in the fourth quarter.
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Dublin Scioto has a
history this season of
coming out and scoring
early and often. Tonight
was our turn,

— Scott Wetzel,

BW coach
b/

kicking extra points all sea-
son.”

Big Walnut managed just
enough offense to put 21
points on the scoreboard,
totaling 192 yards in 49
plays. Ethan Wetzel, who
completed his first six pass-
es, four coming in the
Golden Eagles' first-quarter
scoring dnive, was 7-for-11
passing for 76 yards while
rushing for 35 yards in 11
carries. Semor halfback Cory
Wolfe, with 46 yards in 18
carries, led the Eagles on the
ground. Tutorow added 36
yards in 8 carries

Scioto’s lone score came

Join the Kroger® Team with these Great Benefits:

two minutes into the second
quarter. The Inish took the
kickoff  following  Big
Walnut’s second touchdown,
and drove the ball 66 yards in
Il plays with McDougald
cluding three Big Walnut
tacklers en route to a 19-yard
with 10:04 left in the opening
half

“Dublin Scioto came and
played a physical game”
coach Wetzel said. “They
keep coming after you and
they have the ability to break
a long play from anywhere
on the field”

The Insh totaled 211
yards in 57 plays, led by
McDougald’s game-high 129
yards in 26  carries
Pendleton completed 6 of 14
passes for 27 yards, includ-
ing the (wo interceptions

Johnson was disappointed
in his team’s cffort

“Qur special team play,
turnovers, untimely penalties
really hurt, but that’s not to
take anything away from Big
Walnut ... they played a sohd
game,” Johnson said “The
bottom line for us 1s that we
need to learn how to finish

games "

Big Walnut, moving up to
seccond 1n this  week’'s
Associated Press Division 111
poll behind Canal Fulton
Northwest (7-0) with nine
first-place votes and 304
points and second behind
Shelby (6-1) in the Division
[l Region 10 Computer
Ratings, continues its drive
for an OCC Capital Division
championship and retum to
the OHSAA Division 111
Playoffs when the Golden
Eagles play host to Liberty
(6-1, 2-0 OCC Capital) in a
matchup of division leaders
Friday at 7:30 p.m. at Golden
Eagle Stadium.

The Patniots scored a first-
quarter touchdown against
the Golden Eagles 1n last sea-
son’s meeting at Liberty and
made it stand up 1n a 7-0 vic-
tory.

Liberty has won the last
three games in the series by
scores of 21-9, 3-0, and 7-0
Liberty enters Friday might's
game coming off a 31-14
OCC Capital home win over
Watkins Memonal

Kroger® Distribution Center in Delaware, Ohio is
NOW HIRING ORDER SELECTORS
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Eagles took the 14-10 halfume
lead on quarterback Ethan
Wetzel's 12-yard run with 56
showing on the clock

It proved to be a costly score
for the Golden Eagles as the
senior signal-caller  left the
game with the concussion
Ironically, Kochler suffered a
concussion on the interception
that ended the game

“You can’t blame this loss on
injunes,” Coach Wetzel sad.
“We had our chances in the sec-
ond half, but we could not take
advantage of our opportunities.

Wetzel completed 8 of 11
passes 84 yards, including a 2-
yard second-quarter touchdown
pass to Cory Wolfe that ted the
%m at 7-7. He had rushed fo

9 yards in 8 carries -

“I hope that Ethan 1s OK
and ready for the playoffs next
week,” Mueller said. “He brings
a special energy to their team .,
an energy that wasn't there the
second half™

Kochler was 8-for-15 for 99
yurds

New Albany outguned Big
Walnut 339-307, rushing for 221
yards in 34 cames. The Golden
Eagles finished with 307 yards,
124 coming on the ground, led
by Wolfe's 52 yards in 14 car-
rnes.

With Ethan Wetzel and
Koehler's status uncertun, Big
Walnut's postseason prepara-
tons are unsettled.

“We will know more
Monday about Ethan and
Garrett’s status as far as they
playoffs,” coach Wetzel said.
The Golden Eagles also hope
to have semor ught end Jared
Suvak back from a knee injury.
Suvak did not play against New
Albany.

“We have 10 put this loss
behind us and get ready for the
postseason,” coach Wetzel sad.
“We need to focus on ourselves
and our first-round opponent ..
but more importantly, we need to
be ready to play next Fnday
(November 2) mght”

Big Walnut opens with
Rossford (6-4) in a Division 111
Regional quarterfinal game at
7:30 pm. at Golden Eagle
Stadium (see related story).

Ironically, Big Walnut has
shared the OCC Capital champi-
onship the last two years with
teams they defeated duning the
regular season. In 2006, the
Golden Eagles shared the utle
with Watkins Memonal, a team
they defeated 24-14 dunng the
regular season. This season, Big
Walnut defeated Liberty 24-7,

- “That’s wonic, to share the
ttle two years in a row with a
tleam you defeated dunng the

regular season,” coach Wetzel
saud.
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A SEASON TO REMEMBER
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olden Eagles rovut Cardinals, 41-6 |
Big Walnut strikes early i Sl qurer 2 sk quaeck S
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By GARY HENERY
Sports Writer

Our defense set the tone for

rusher with 81 yards in 15 car-
ries, scored on a 6-yard run

rS

’
J
-
'

us,” Big Walnut head coach oy ‘ A

: { ; ‘ with 7:48 to pla -y

WORTHINGTON — Tui Scott Wetzel said. “1 think “Corey rgn y(hc Foll vy BC)
well” coach Wetzel said of his &

about geting out of
carly

Big Walnut took advantage
ol dwo Thomas Worthmgtgn
mistakes i the first three min
utes to grab an early 14-0 Jead
and cruise o a Season-opening
41-6 victory over the Cardinals
Frnday mght ;

The Golden Eagles scored 62
seconds into the game followmg
detensive back Joey Reed's
recovery of quarterback Bret
Hoffman's fumble at
Worthington's 27-yard line. On
the second play following
Reed's recovery, senior quarter-
back Ethan Wetzel found senior
spht ¢nd Derek Jones on a 23-
vard scoring strike on B;g
Walnut's second play of the
game

Big Walnut took its 14-pont
lead 61 seconds later as senior

I¢ gale

Thomas Worthington wanted to
getout 1o an carly lead and force
us to play from behind, but
wound up turning the ball over

you could see them lose some
of their edge after we went up
14-0"

“We wanted to be the team
that jumped out early”" Cardinal
first-year head coach Scott
Gordon said. “Instead, we
wound up turning the ball over
at our end of the field and fell
behind carly — give Big Walnut
credit, like all good teams, they
took advantage of our mus
takes

On the Golden Eagles' quick
start, Reed reflected on last sea-
son when the Golden Eagle had
rouble getung out of the gate

"One of our goals this sea-
son 1S to come out and take
control of the game carly ™ he

enly

Golden Eagles fans celebrate at the season opener.

6-foot, 195-pound senior run-
ning back “I tvas a httle con-
cermed because Cory 1S not a
hot-weather athlete, but he ran
the ball well tomght.”

Sentor place kicker Andrew
Dronsfield converted six of
seven point-after tnes

Big Walnut's defense limit-
cd held Thomas Worthington to
ncgative yardage until the
fourth quarter when the
Cardinals scored their lonc
touchdown, collecting 74 of
therr yards in the fourth quarter
after being held to a minus |-
yard over the first three peri-
ods

“Our defense shut down an
offensive umt that has some
nice athletes,” coach Wetzel
offered. “Chnis (Franklin),
Mark (Nelson), Will (Studlien)

\ v.'

L1 uopoag jerdad

and Logan (Mead) did a good [

yards in 10 carmies made in 28-
job pressuning their quarter- -,

INg for 72 yards:and two
() with a 15-yard sconng run to

Scores, tossed a 16-yard scor-

said. “The only problem was

naps, had p!
that the offense wondered if the downs 1n 58 snaj

defensive back Reed picked off

a Brett Hoffman pass g - of opportunities
< A D . nd - wWe y "yvge ) ]
returned 1t 36 yards I{))r a score 3?31']:“) :vasnuu g m"%- o ol Opening up a 28-0 ¢ ad" g pass o senior running back  open the third period backs who were a combined 9-
with 853 sull to play n the BlL'(\'VP? l:.'"l)ﬂ!()p:'y hep  alter three quarters ﬂl:lh-'” Corey Wolfe in the third pen- The Golden Eagles closed  for-18 for 69 yards.
g vainut's ofiensc, wWhichh — y,, .01 who was 6-for-7 pass 0d. Wetzel who rushed for 44 out the scoring n the fourth For Big Walnut's semors,

opening penod.

piled up 2346 yards and 20 first

carries.

for an opening-half gain. Wolfe rushed for 81 yards in 15

the victory gave them closure
with Thomas Worthington. The
seniors lone loss 1n their sev-
enth-grade, eighth-grade and
freshman seasons came at the
hands of the Cardinals, a 9-6
loss on a late field goal to the
Cardinals

“We talked about 1t just
before the game . it was defi-
nitely foremost in our minds”
Reed said. “We knew this
would be our last opportunity
to play Thomas Worthington,
and we wanted to take full
advantage of it”

And that they did

Wall of Fame at ceremonies
beginning at 7 p.m

FLATTENS

B CONTINUED FROM PAGE 10

blame rests on us as coaches, not the
players . . we need to have the kids
ready to make those plays.”

Hayes (1-1) made 1t 14-9 mad-
way through the second quarter on
Evan Shaw's 20-yard field goal with
6:48 left in the half, but that was the
last ume the Pacers would score
unul the final quarter when Wood
hit senior Cody Dalga with a 42-
yard scoring strike with 7.56 to
play

Wood was 11-for-20 for 120
yards. Dalga was on the receving
end of four Wood tosses for 117
yards. Semor running back Stan
Gibson rushed for 77 yards in 6 car-
ries to lead the Pacers on the
ground

In between Delaware’s field goal
and final touchdown, Big Walnut
scored four unanswered touch-
downs

Sentor running back Trevor
Tutorow scored on a 5-yard run (o
make 1t 21-9 following Shaw’s field
goal Wetzel and junior spht end
Nick Heiden connected on a 21-
yard scoring strike to end the
Golden Eagles into the break with a
28-9 lead

The Golden Eagles put the game
out of reach with two early second-
half scores. Wetzel capped an 8-play,
72-yard drive with a 19-yard scoring
run with 7-49 left in the third period
On the following series, senior run-
ming back Cory Wolfe broke free on
a 47-yard scoring run at the 4:31
matk.

Wolfe rushed for 79 yards m 11

carnes. Big Walnut fimshed with
345 yards in 40 rushing attempts

“We lost to a good football team
tonight,” Big Walnut head coach
Scott Wetzel said.  “They came 1n
with a good game plan, and they
caught us by surpnse on a couple of
occasions,”’

The Big Walnut coach said the
Golden Eagles sull have some things
to work on

“We can’t get overly excited
about our start,” Wetzel noted. “We
sull have some things to work on
before we got to where we need to
be, but I'm pleased with our effort so
far We're getting our second group
playing time, and that's something
we weren't able to do last season.”

In spite Delaware’s defensive
breakdowns, the Pacers” defensive
unit set up both Delaware touch-
downis last mght Junior Jacob Nicol
picked off Wetzel at the Delaware 40
in the opening period to set up
Wood's scoring run. Junior Calvin
Turner came up with a Garrett
Koehler pass early in the final quar-
ter, an interceptuion that led to
Dalga’s touchdown.

At tmes, we cexecuted on
defense, there were times we did-
n’'t,” Mast said. “This game was a
learning expenience for us, a tough
experience, but one that will make
us a better football team,” Masi said.
“We know what we have to work on

, and we will start with practice
Monday ™

Big Walnut his the road next
week, traveling south to Chillicothe
to take on the Cavahers m a 7:30
p.m. non-conference contest. Hayes
returns home to entertain Olentangy
at 730 pm

AWARDS

B CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2

“Will was voted the best defensive
player in both the district and the State

[ think that says it all.” coach Wetzel
samd. “He had a temfice scason and, the
best part, he will be back next year”

Fthan Wetzel, the Golden Eagles’
starung quarterback-roverback who was
tapped the Player of the Year in the OCC
Capital, was selected the squad’s Most
valuable player on offense. Welzel
jomned Studlien on the AP All-Distnct
and All-Ohio first team defense

“Ethan was a [,000-yard rusher
(1,132 yards) and a 1,000-yard passer
(1,234), the first time in school history
that any player has accomplished that
feat,” coach Wetzel said. “He was a big-
ume playmaker for us this season.”

Williams, Big Walnut's starting nght
offensive tackle, was the recipient of the
Outstanding Lineman Award. Smuth,
geting the starung nod opposite
Wilhams at left tackle, camed the Most
Improved Player Award. Wilhams was
an honorable mention All-OCC selec-
ton.

“This was a near unammous vote by
his teammates. Chad's performance i
the playoffs was huge for us” coach
Wetzel offered. “Jon moved upo o the
varsity after playing JV ball as a sopho-
more, started all 15 games for us and
played a key role in our success.”

Wolfe, who lined up behind Wetzel at
tarlback, and Koehler, the squad's back-
up quarterback, shared the prestgious
Golden Eagle Award. Wolfe was second-
team All-OCC and All-Distnet

“Cory and Garrett displayed all the
attnbutes of the Golden Eagle Award
academucs, athletics, dedicauon” ¢oach
Wetzel said. “As a coach, you would

love to have a roster loaded wath players
with their quahiies.”

Koehler was also recognized as an
OCC Scholar Athlete, and an honor that
goes 1o a senior athlete that cames a 3.50
or higher grade point average

Yamell, who will be remembered for
his touchdown-saving tackle against
Monroe i the state semifinals at Lima,
was sigled out for the 12th Man Award.

“Alex was great on special teams,
espeaially in the playoffs.” coach Wetzel
said. “He was always in a posiion (o
make plays when we needed them most”

Freshman Nick Keller was the recipi-
ent of the Brett Stelzer Memonal Award.

Postseason recogmition also went (0
four members of the squad, including
senior flanker-safety Joe Reed, first-team

All-OCC, first team defense All-Dhstrict,

and Spectal Mention All-Ohio, semior
ught end-defensive end Jared Suvak,
first-team All-FOCC and second team
offense All-Distnct, senmor outside line-
backer Mark Nelson, (irst-team All-OCC
and second team delense All-Distnct,
and semor comerback Derek Jones, first-
team All-OCC and special mention All
Distnct

Eaming second-team All-OCC recog-
nitton were senior center Shane Hubbard,
semor wide receiver Jared Hogg, jumor
cornerback Nick Heiden and junior tack
le Kalven Baer.

Twenty seniors, the heart-and-soul of
Big Walnut’s championship squad, were
awarded varsity letters. Four-year Varsity
Blankets went to Suvak and Ethan
Wetzel. Third-year letters went to Chns
Franklin, Nick Hampton, Zach Ruife.
Chuck Thompson. Trevor Tutorow,
Anthony Zarcone, Hogg, Hubbard,
Jones, Koehler, Nelson, Reed, Williams,
Wolfe and Yamell First-year varsity let-
ters were awarded to QOusmane
Bangoura, Andrew Dronsficld and Josh

The team at Preferred Wireless your local Sprint/Nextel provider congratulates
The Big Walnut Eagles Football Team on being the first Delaware County High school
to win a State Championship in 2007! Please stop by our two Delaware County Locations to

sign up for our exclusive 7pm Night and Weekend plans to help spread the GREAT news! _
Our locations are located at 35 E Granville St Sunbury, Ohio 43074 740-965-9555 or
1290 US Highway 42N Delaware, Ohio 43015 740-362-1114
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Zeeb.

Senior plaques were presented (o
Dronsfield, Franklin, Hampton, Hogg,
Hubbard, Jones, Kochler, Nelson, Reed,
Rife, Suvak, Thompson, Tutorow,
Wetzel, Wilhams, Wolfe, Yarnell,
Zarcone and Zeeb

“Thus team was more than about our
semors,” ¢oach Wetzel said “Our success
revolved around all 72 players on the ros-
ter from our starters down (0 our scout
tcams .. one player’s success was the
result of contnbutions by every member
of the team.”

Juniors earming varsity letters includ-
ed second-year letter recipients Kalven
Baer, Patnck Daugherty, Jacob
Deltedesco, Bryan Dillon, Colton Gnffis,
Nick Heiden, Logan Mead, Nathan
Scarbury and Studlien. First-year letter-
winners were Jordan Dewatt, Philip
Gaulin, Travis Mcead, Joshua Pace, Shane
Trotter and Smuth.

Twelve sophomores received their
first varsity letter, including Bradley
Beltram, Buddy Carrel, Andrew Curts,
Mitchell Daily, Seth Dunn, Steven
Hoban, Peter Isbell, Cody Leitner, Jacob
Little, Bret Myers, Jon Norman and Zach
Shryock. '

Junior varsity awards were presented
o juniors Andrew Fox, Kyle Guthne,
Will Hemandez, Stephen Hubbard, Cory

Johnson, Bradley Mays, James Rinella

and Jeremy Taylor; sophomores Andrew

Billard, John Cannell. Tyler Fielding,

Micheal Foley, Garret Franta, Ryan

Germren, Ryan Hardy, Colton Hubbard,
Zachary Mathews, Steven McDaniel,
Piper,
Nathamel Taylor, Cody Walters and
David Zuello, and freshmen Gage
Carbisle, Tyler Fifer and Nicholas

Joseph  Millspaugh, Tyler

Velaquez.

sports@delgazette com
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Big Walnut returms home to ’5
entertain county foe Delaware  “°§
Hayes on Wall of Fame Night =3
Friday at 730 p.m Golden
Photes Leany C. Lepela  Eaole Stadium. The Pacers 3
opened their season last Friday 3
At left, Big Walnut defenders Ethan Wetzel (12) and Logan night with a 48-6 victory over - 4
Mead (6-3) close in on Thomas Worthington running back " 5 1.
Alan Juckett (3) during the first half of Friday night's sea- Rollie DeLong, Courtney
son opener. Above, Golden Eagle running back Cory Stelzer and Howard Bncker
Wolfe (31) looks for a block from teammate Derek Jones will be formally inducted in the P




