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March 1, 2015 
 
Dear Member, 
 
On February 19

th
, the “BR” Foundation held its second annual awards luncheon to present thirteen specific charities that were 

chosen by the Foundation Committee with their grants. 
 
 What a heartwarming experience it was as each representative spoke about their respective agencies.  All the committee mem-
bers present, including myself, had tears in their eyes as each heartfelt story was told.  It was a great day, with committed people 
who are willing to give so much of themselves to help the less fortunate. 
 
With the support of Donald Cohen, Mike Ginsberg, Micki Hirsch, Ann Kelman, Marty Lifton and Joel Stone  
the “BR” Foundation awarded approximately $110,000 this year.   
 
The Committee when making their selections is constantly aware of the Mission Statement “TO CURE, EDUCATE, FEED AND 

PROTECT “and this was taken into consideration when selecting the following recipients: 

On behalf of a wonderful committee, and the direct assistance of Susan Sode, we thank each and every one of our members 
who have been a part of this endeavor now and in the future.  You have touched the lives of many.   
 
 
Thank you for your continuous support. 

David 
 
David Beckerman 
Chairman of the Boca Rio Foundation 

Camp Kavod – Was presented an award to send 5 
“special needs” campers to camp for an eight week  
session. 
 
Boca Helping Hands – Was presented an award to help 
feed 1000 underprivileged students, from nine elementary 
schools, that otherwise would be without food on week-
ends. 
 
Boca Regional Hospital – Was presented an award 
 toward the purchase of equipment supporting the Gloria 
Drummond Rehabilitation Institute.  
 
Florence Fuller Foundation – Was presented an award 
to purchase educational tablets for their 3 – 5 year old 
classrooms. This will provide educational technology 
teaching support for underprivileged children. 
 
Gift of Life – Was presented an award to test  
100 children to be bone marrow donors. Possibly saving 
the life of another child if a match is found. 
 
Palm Beach County Schools – Was presented an 
award to purchase 5 defibrillators for Title I schools in the 
Boca Raton area.  
 
The Place of Hope – Was presented an award towards 
the renovation of the Art, Education, and Wellness Center 
for fostered children. 

SOS Children’s Villages – Was presented an award 
towards health services for abandoned and neglected 
children. 
 
Twin Palm Center for The Disabled – Was presented 
an award to help support daily recreational programs for 
adults with disabilities. 
 
Unicorn Children’s Foundation – Was presented an 
award to help teachers educate their students to better 
understand about special needs children and to hopefully 
stop bullying in classrooms and on social media. 
 
Ruth & Norman Rales Jewish Family Services – Was 
presented an award to help support the staff associated 
with providing outreach and financial assistance for needy  
families in the Boca Raton area. 
 
St. Joan of Arc- Was presented an award to allow their 
Caring Ministries to reach out with emergency funds and 
food to individuals in South Palm Beach County that are 
facing financial crisis. 
 
Hillel at FAU – Was presented an award to help under-
write a retreat for students having to deal with anti-
Semitism. 



Ellyn Okrent Chief Executive  

Office, accepted the “BR” Foun-

dation award in the amount of 

$10,000.  

 

The Florence Fuller mission of 

providing disadvantaged children 

with quality pre-k education, and 

meaningful afterschool and  

summer camp. 

 

Dedicated to helping children  

realize their full potential both 

socially and academically. 

 

Educational tablets for the 3-5 

year old classrooms will be  

purchased. Providing technology 

teaching support for children.  

With the potential to significantly 

increase the number of children 

who are kindergarten ready by 

the begin-

ning of the 

school year 

which is 

critical for 

educational 

success.  

MISSION 
Making a difference through education for economically challenged 

children and families to build a positive future in our community 
 

                                            VISION 
    Striving for excellence as  
    a progressive child and family  
    center while being the catalyst for 
    change that positively impacts our  

       community at large. 

“BR” Foundation 



 

Danielle Hartman, MNM  Presi-

dent & CEO, accepted the 

“BR” Foundation award in the 

amount of $5,000. 

 

The Center aims at addressing 

the unmet needs of children and 

their families living in Boca Ra-

ton and Delray Beach. JFS pro-

vides resources, education and 

financial assistance. Issues such 

as domestic violence, bullying, 

social anxiety, children of di-

vorce, coping skills, and chil-

dren being raised by grandpar-

ents 

 

The funds will help support the 

staff associated with providing 

outreach and financial assis-

tance for things  such as books, 

SAT/ACT prep, tutoring, cloth-

ing and food. 



Wendy Horton, Development  Director accepted the  

“BR” Foundation award in the amount of $5,000. 

 

ST. Joan of Arc Caring Ministries food pantry, estab-

lished 20 years ago in order to serve all members of 

the community in need without discrimination.  Once 

the assessment has been completed, families are wel-

come to receive weekly supplies of non-perishable 

food . St Joan serves nearly 1,500 community mem-

bers through the Food Pantry.  

St. Joan of Arc Care Ministry and Food Pantry continues to 
help those in our community who are in a crisis or emergency 
situation. 

  
Families at all income levels have been affected by the econo-
my and are overly stressed as they have never before had to 
ask for help.  They are praying for a miracle…most likely a 
job.  Just today we had one family with 2 daughters under 2 
whose water was shut off and another family without electric-
ity. 

  
We receive thank you notes periodically from those we 
help.  Sometimes people tell us that when they get on their 
feet they will repay us.  I received an out of state letter this 
week addressed to the Care Office.  It contained the following 
message and moved me so much that I want to share it with 
you, our supporters. 

  
‘Almost two years ago I was very grateful to receive some 
much needed rental assistance   from St. Joan of Arc.  It was 
such a huge relief in a very stressful time and I remember 
fondly how kind everyone was. 
  
I’m very happy to be able to return the money plus some ex-
tra to further your wonderful work in helping people 
there.  Thank you so much for everything the St. Joan Care 
Ministry does.’ 
  
I looked the lady up in our data base.  We helped her with 
something toward her rent in December, 2009.  The amount 
she enclosed was more than double of what we had given 
her.  What a testament to what we do in His name…that after 



Victoria Walter, accepted the “BR” Foun-

dation award in the amount of $5,000. 

 

SOS has come to play a vital role in foster 

care services in our community. We are 

currently near capacity, serving 75 chil-

dren, 20 siblings groups calling SOS home. 

The children  are finally able to experience 

security as they settle into one of SOS 

homes 

 

Nurturing staff care for the children 24 

hours a day, 7 days a week. Support ser-

vices help deal with emotions, deficiencies in 

school, social skills and behavior , and inde-

pendent living preparation. 



ADOLPH AND ROSE LEVIS  

JEWISH COMMUNITY CENTER 

CAMP KAVOD 

 

OUR PHILOSOPHY AND STAFF 

We pride ourselves in providing a high level of supervision form 

professionals and trained volunteers, all serving as role models 

and personal coaches for each camper.  Staff returns year after 

year, providing campers with continuity in programming and 

expertise. 

Marianne Jacobs, Director, Special Needs Department accepted the “BR” Foundation award 

in the amount of $14,400. 

 

“BR” Foundation Award will provide scholarships to 5 campers to attend The Marleen 

Camp Kavod 2015 summer camp. The 8-week 7-hour camp day , which includes distinctive 

and high quality camp activities on and off campus in community settings. 

 

Camp Kavod serves children and teens ages 4-22 with significant special needs.  These disa-

bilities include autism, down syndrome, and several other neurological and genetic disabili-

ties. 90% of Camp Kovod campers have diagnoses on the autism spectrum. 

 

Levis JCC is dedicated to continually secure the funding required to sustain Camp Kavod so 

that we need never to turn anyone away. 50% of our campers come from single-parent 

homes; 40% receive significant financial support to attend camp. 



 

Karen Swedenborg, Development  

Manager accepted the  

“BR” Foundation award in the 

amount of $10,000. 

 

The specific items used in the 

backpacks cost $6.01 per child/

per (35) week.  Nine Schools par-

ticipate in this program. The total 

cost for food during the 2014-2015  

academic year is $210,350.00. 

Backpacks are donated each year 

for each child in the program. We 

expect to give the students in this 

program food for the weekend 

which in turn will help their  per-

formance in school because of 

better nutrition. 

 

Over 58% of American children 

receive their primary meal each 

day through the federal free and 

reduced lunch program.  Back-

packs addresses the critical prob-

lem of what do these children eat 

on the weekends.  Each Friday 

elementary school are sent home 

with a backpack.  Each backpack 

contains six (6) meals, two (2) 

snacks and two (2) juice boxes. 

 



Troy T Wilkinson, CPSI Safety Tech II, the 

“BR” Foundation award in the amount of 

$5,000. 

 

The School District of Palm Beach County is 

very committed to our AED program.  Two 

students’ lives and six adults’ lives have been 

saved since installing AED’s in each school 

more than eight years ago.   

 

The youngest student was 15 years of age, 

playing in a softball game.  She is now ready 

to graduate college.  Her goal is to work in 

the AED marketing area. 

 

The older adult was 75 years of age, playing 

in a senior adult basketball league.  

 

 

Up to 450,000 Americans each year, in-

cluding 7,000 children, lose their lives to 

sudden cardiac arrest (SCA), reports the 

American Heart Association (AHA). With-

out warning, SCA is caused by ventricular 

fibrillation, an abnormal heart rhythm. 

Young people suffer the highest incidence 

of SCA while playing sports. Without defib-

rillation (a pulse of electricity delivered to 

the heart) within 3-5 minutes, very few 

people can survive. Thanks to the availabil-

ity of small, portable devices known as au-

tomated external defibrillators (AEDs), sur-

vival rates can jump from less than 5 per-

cent to nearly 70 percent. 



Jan Savarick, Jan Ciraulo and Genie Lieberman 

accepted the “BR” Foundation award to purchase a piece of rehabilitation equipment for 

 The Gloria Drummond Physical Rehabilitation Center   



Mindy Ginsberg & Gregg Francis  accepted the  

“BR” Foundation award in the amount of $6,000. 

 

Gift of Life is a leading bone marrow and blood stem cell donor 

registry. Helping children and adults suffering from leukemia, 

lymphoma, and other cancers and genetic diseases.  

 

At this time, GOL is searching for a match for a 6 year old little 

girl. 

 

The “BR” award will provide testing for 100 donors. By having 

the generic testing information available.  SOS is able to have 

readily available a data base of donors on behalf of patients in 

need of transplants world-wide. 

 



 

Lisa McDulin & Charles Bender, accepted the “BR” 

Foundation award in the amount of $5,000. 

Mission 

Place of Hope at The Haven Campus is dedicated to 

providing a safe, loving and stable environment for 

hurting children and their families. We are commit-

ted to meeting desperate needs in our community 

through sharing God’s love and placing  hope in lives 

one child and family at a time 

 

Your continued support will assist in transitioning 

and emancipated foster youth in the Transitional In-

dependent Living Program 

 

 

Understanding Israel Leadership Summit and 

Interactive Leadership Summit Program Series 

 

 

Both programs will bring Jewish and non-

Jewish student campus leaders together to 

learn facts about Israel, the only Democracy in 

the Middle East and the closest ally of the 

United States, which will lead to a more com-

plete knowledge of Israel as well as tools on 

activism, coalition building and joint 

 programming and partnerships 

 

Jill Deutch , accepted the 

“BR” Foundation award in 

the amount of $3,000. 



 

Pam Calzadilla & Sharon Alexander accepted the 

“BR” Foundation award in the amount of $7,500. 

 

Mission 

Unicorn Children's Foundation’s key initia-

tives include: promoting early identification 

of symptoms associated with ADHD, autism, 

bipolar, dyslexia and other learning disor-

ders; developing and disseminating world-

wide ground-breaking and extensive evalua-

tion and treatment guidelines; fostering 

communication and collaboration between 

parents, professionals and policy makers to 

promote learning and increased awareness; 

and to provide adequate tools and resources 

to better meet the needs of our beneficiaries. 

 

Imagine if, just because you were different, 

               Your peers called you names… 

                         Excluded you from activities… 

                                                     Or physically hurt you… 

Nearly 85% of children with special needs are victims of 

bullying by their peers. Help us break down stereotypes 

and stigmas which may result in isolation and bullying. 



Bari Aronson, Director  accepted the 

“BR” Foundation award in the 

amount of $5,000. 

 

Twin Palms Center for the disabled 

provides an essential an unique day 

recreational  program fro adults with 

disabilities. The population TPC 

serves is a group of male and female 

persons with disabilities  This is a 

group  in which inactivity is prevalent.  

This inactivity leads to obesity, heart 

and blood pressure problems along 

with other various health issues.   Our 

activities include the developing and 

keeping active the mind but also the 

body.   

 

Health & Wellness plans include add-

ing healthy activities field trips.  Bowl-

ing, swimming and park field trips. 




